
After over a year of 
negotiations, an at-
tempted takeover by 

a rival union, and the resig-
nation of a sheriff and the 
appointment of a new one, 
the PBA and BSO signed a 
three-year contract with the 
deputies and sergeants on 
July 29. 

Members of the bargaining team, which included BSO’s nine at-large 
PBA reps, put their signatures to the long-awaited and hard-won agree-

ment.

The new contract is valid until Octo-
ber of 2009 and was accepted by an 
overwhelming majority of bargaining 
unit members.

Copies of the contract are currently 
available on the PBA Web site: www.
bcpba.org.
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Signed, Sealed & 
Delivered: BSO 
Contract
Deputies & sergeants’ contract is a done 
deal

Election 
Results

Renee Goldenberg  Circuit Court Judge
Beverly Gallagher  School Board, Dist. 2
Robin Bartleman  School Board, Dist. 9
Chris Smith  Fla. Senate, Dist. 29
Evan Jenne  Fla. House, Dist. 100
Lori Parrish   Property Appraiser 
Brenda Snipes   Supervisor of 
 Elections
John Rodstrom  Cty. Commission, Dist. 7
Joe Eggelletion  Cty. Commission, Dist. 9
Woodrow Poitier Pompano Bch. 
 Commission, Dist. 4
Joseph Varsallone Margate City 
 Commission

Races Won

The August 26 primary was a successful 
one for PBA-endorsed candidates. We 
didn’t win every race, but our candidate 

prevailed in most cases.

Steve Feren  Circuit Court Judge
Paul Eichner Circuit Court Judge
Rick Saltrick  School Board, Dist. 1

Runoffs

PBA-endorsed candidates 
win races
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The Broward Centurion is published 
by the Broward County Police 
Benevolent Association for the 
sole benefit of its members. The 
Broward Centurion is dedicated 
to the advancement of the law 
enforcement profession through 
better and stronger community 
relations. The opinions expressed 
in the publication of The Broward 
Centurion are not necessarily those 
of the Broward County PBA, its 
Executive Board or the Board of 
Directors.

Members or readers submitting 
letters to the editor or articles for 
publication are requested to adhere 
to the following:

• Submissions should be
 sent to:

 Broward County PBA
 Attn: Centurion
 2650 West State Road 84
 Fort Lauderdale, Florida  
 33312

• Letters or articles must be 
 accompanied by the 
 writer’s true name and 
 address.

• All articles submitted  
 for publication must be 
 accompanied by a 
 statement giving 
 permission to publish.

• All submissions must be 
 legible.

• The Broward County PBA 
 reserves the right of the 
 Executive Board or  
 Editor to amend or to add   

an editor’s comment to any 
 article or letter submitted.

• Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
 unless otherwise specified.
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Order Your 
PBA License Tag
Available at the main county tag office. 

Ask for the “Support Law Enforcement” tag.

The August primary election was brutal to say the least. I have never 
witnessed such a negative campaigning. Some of these races had friends 
of the PBA running against each other and it was difficult for the 

screening committee to choose which candidate to endorse. Right or wrong 
at least the PBA took a stance and made these difficult  decisions. We won 
some and of course we lost some but we made sure we participated in the 
process. I assure all our members that the PBA  will be there in November 
for the general election  to let the citizens know who we think would be an 
elected official that we can count on. 

Getting involved in the election process has been the PBA’s philosophy for 
the past 25 years and it will continue to our most important task because 
it helps us make sure our members receive the pay and benefits that they 
deserve. The more we are involved in the election process the more we can 
obtain these benefits for our members. We do not particularly like the poli-
tics but we have no choice. 

I only hope that these vicious attacks on other candidates do not work; if they 
do than we will continue to see more of the same, which would be a shame 
for the voters, who need to know the truth about the candidates, not some 
made-up attack.
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Daniel James
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Adam Lerner - Alt.

Pembroke Pines
Adam Feiner 
Glen Parker

Mike Pazienza
Sea Ranch Lakes
James O’Brien

Mike Tarr - Alt.
Sunrise

John Jaslowski
Sunrise (Lts)
Roger Torres
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Ed Costello

Grant Gundle
Chuck Howard

Welcome 
New Members
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Charter Secretary
Linda

Receptionist/Membership
Lynn

Secretary/Detail Coordinator
Kim

Legal Assistant 
Maryann

Communications Director
Megan

Information Technology
Chris 

Office 
Staff

Reinstated

General Counsel
Barbara Duffy

Assistant General Counsel
Claudia I. Estrada

Retired

Bobie Royster  BSO
Ivan M. Roiz  BSO 
Steven C. Spicer  BSO
John E. Velez  Hallandale Beach

Mario J. Badia  Hollywood
Damaris Bretan  Pembroke Pines
Matt AT. Buschman  BSO
Derek C. Cormier  Hollywood 
Anthony J. Flores  Hollywood
Matthew C. Fregin  Hollywood
Raul Gomez  Miramar
Stuart O. Groves  Pembroke Pines
Allan M. Guevara  Miramar
Michael M. Hencken  BSO
Laura A. Lopez  BSO
Juan C. Severino-Santana  BSO
Dustin D. Sisson  BSO
Jonathan C. Vazquez  BSO
Courtney E. Veski  Pembroke Pines
Jennifer J. Weir  BSO

Michael Rosenbluth  BSO
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JOHN COUGHLIN
Sergeant, ESS #4

MICHAEL CURTIN
Sergeant, ESS #2

 
JOHN D’ALLARA

Police Officer, ESS #2

VINCENT DANZ
Police Officer, ESS #3

JEROME DOMINGUEZ
Police Officer, ESS #3

STEPHEN DRISCOLL
Police Officer, ESS #4

MARK ELLIS
Police Officer, TD #4

ROBERT FAZIO
Police Officer, 13th Precinct

In Remembrance
The events of September 11, 2001, robbed the New York Police Department, and the city at large, 

of twenty-three extraordinary human beings: police officers, sergeants, and detectives; twenty-
two men and one woman who were beloved by their families and valued by the communities 

they served. But in their sacrifices these fallen heroes gave the world something truly great in return: 
a demonstration of unshaken courage in the face of death, and of the nobility of the human spirit. In a 
city of superlatives, theirs was an ultimate act of virtue; let their lives, and their bravery, never be for-
gotten...
—Bernard B. Kerik, NY Police Commissioner

RODNEY GILLIS
Sergeant, ESS #8

 
RONALD KLOEPFER
Police Officer, ESS #7

THOMAS LANGONE
Police Officer, ESS #10

JAMES LEAHY
Police Officer, 6th Precinct

BRIAN McDONNELL
Police Officer, ESS #1

JOHN PERRY
Police Officer, 40th Precinct

GLEN PETTIT
Police Office, Video Unit

CLAUDE RICHARDS
Detective, Bomb Squad

TIMOTHY ROY
Sergeant, S.T.E.D.

MOIRA SMITH
Police Officer, 13th Precinct

RAMON SUAREZ
Police Officer, TD #4

 PAUL TALTY
Police Officer, ESS #10

SANTOS VALENTIN
Police Officer, ESS #7

JOSEPH VIGIANO
Detective, ESS #2

WALTER WEAVER
Police Officer, ESS #3

 

We will not forget
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(and indeed did) end his fast-track to higher 
military command and most likely a Gen-
eral’s star. During his military trial, the 
prosecution asked him if he were able to 
go back in time and change his actions that 
day, would he?  His reply was, “When it 
comes to the safety of my soldiers, I would 
run through Hell with a gasoline can.”  The 
lesson here for us is clear. When it comes to 
leading people, leading police officers, we 
have to take into account not only the orga-
nizational checklists, procedures and norms, 
but we must also care about the relationship 
part of the leadership dynamic. We must 
care more about the men and women who 

work with and under us, 
than about our personal 
ambitions within the 
agency. A leader cannot 
earn the respect of his or 
her subordinates if there 
is no trust. The rank and 
file must know that they 
can trust the leadership 
to always do the right 
thing to the best of their 
ability and that they will 
always be treated fairly 
no matter what. If you 
look back at some of the 

greatest leaders in our 
military history, this has been a common 
theme and one that is often missing from 
many police agencies. The mission of the 
department should always be the primary 
concern for all members. Immediately after 
that should be the leader’s responsibility to 
his or her subordinates, as well as for them.

Those in leadership positions often talk of 
empowerment, ownership and other key 
buzz words. Are those of us in leadership 
positions willing to turn those key and 
important words into actions and lead by 
example, not by lecture?  Are we willing to 
put the needs of our agency and the wel-
fare of our officers above our own personal 
ambitions?  If we are, we will flourish as an 
agency and a profession. 

Police departments are considered “paramilitary” organizations. This 
would indicate that we follow basic military protocol and organiza-
tion. For those who have served in the Armed Forces, you know 

that in most cases this isn’t a reality. 

However, following the basic premise that we are, or should be, following 
a quasi-military custom, on the question of leadership it may be appropri-
ate to look at the leadership of some military commanders. 

When you think of great military leaders, some names come immediately 
to mind:  Grant, Lee, Eisenhower, Patton, MacArthur, Schwartzkopf, 
and Powell, to name a few. All great leaders of which volumes have been 
written in regards to their abilities and successes. And sometimes even 
the lesser known leaders can offer us real life lessons that can be used to 
enhance our abilities within our agencies. 

Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Allen West is a career 
Army officer. Serving this nation around the 
world, he is a combat veteran of Desert Storm and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, served on the Korean 
DMZ and has trained many Afghan Army Gener-
als. You may have heard of LTC West from an 
event that happened in Tikrit, Iraq, shortly after 
the US invasion of that country. LTC West’s intel-
ligence division received information that an Iraqi 
Police (IP) Sergeant was working with the insur-
gent forces feeding intelligence to the opposition 
who were setting roadside bombs, ambushes and 
seeking to kill American soldiers. LTC West had 
the man brought in for interrogation, which did 
not produce any fruitful results after many hours of 
interviewing. LTC West, knowing that the IP Sgt was a part of the insur-
gent forces responsible for attacks on his soldiers, and that more attacks on 
US Soldiers were likely, took matters into his own hands and eventually 
fired a live round several feet past the insurgent’s head. This was enough 
to get him to talk and he subsequently confessed to being involved with 
the enemy as well as giving enough information on his fellow terrorists to 
find and neutralize the threat in that area of operations. Afterward, there 
was not one attack on LTC West’s soldiers. Several weeks later, the Army 
lawyers found out about the incident and began an investigation on LTC 
West for his actions resulting in a military hearing. Those same actions 
which, undoubtedly, saved many American lives.

Now, by no means am I suggesting a new interview technique with this 
story. What is important to take from this real-world incident is that LTC 
West did not ask or order an enlisted soldier to do what he did. West did 
this himself, taking the responsibility for the safety of his troops as well 
as the consequences that might have followed. He put his soldier’s safety 
before his own personal interests, knowing full well that his actions could 

by Sgt. Jim Gort, Pembroke Pines Police Department 
On Leadership
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I had the opportunity to speak directly 
to LTC West about leadership and he 
iterated the following. Earn the trust, 
then the respect, of your people by 
holding them to a higher standard and 
giving them the freedom to fail while 
encouraging their creativeness and en-
thusiasm. Don’t be the guy who says, 
“Well that’s just the way that we do 
it here.”  Never lead them into harms 
way unless it is absolutely necessary, 
and even then you need to be right 
there with them. LTC West has said 
many times that, “Simply, I am a sol-
dier’s soldier. I have no subordinates; 
companion brothers are how I see 
them. I was never a superior, just the 
senior person.”  LTC West earned the 
respect and loyalty of his soldiers.

Your focus as a leader should be on the 
accomplishment of a common goal (the 
mission / vision of your agency). He 
further states that this requires these 
“Four C’s”:  Courage, Competence, 
Commitment and Character, and that 
all of these traits can be developed. A 
leader must lead from the front and 
place the well-being of those they 
serve above their own. Our profession 
needs to be paramilitary and our lead-
ers can learn much from exemplary 
military leaders like LTC Allen West. 
I heard a recent story of a command 
staff officer from one agency who said 
of another leader in the same agency 
that he “leads with his heart and not 
enough with his head.”  Personally, 
I think he was wrong in judging this 
other commander in a negative light. 
We have to lead with our heart as well 
as with our heads. This Commander 
was the same guy who, after someone 
made a silly mistake, he didn’t ‘put 
them on paper’.  He would say, “You 
see what you did wrong?  Don’t do 
that again.”  Then pat him on the back 
and tell him to ‘get back in the game’.  

Donald Pettit, a U.S. Customs and Border Protection agent, was 
shot and killed on August 6 after getting into an argument with 
another driver.

Pettit was shot once in the head by James Patrick Wonder in the park-
ing lot of the U.S. Postal Service south Florida 
Processing and Distribution Center in Pembroke 
Pines. His 12-year-old daughter was in the car at 
the time of the shooting.

Wonder fled but was captured the next day at a 
dialysis center in Davie. He’s been charged with 
first degree murder

Pettit was served 20 years with the Army and 15 
years with the Food and Drug Administration 
before joining the Border Protection in Janu-
ary. He is survived by his wife, Ileana, and two 
children.

The PBA sends its condolences to the Pettit family.
Source: South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Federal Officer Killed 
In Road Rage Incident

Pettit

He earned both trust and respect for “lead-
ing with his heart”.  And this is bad?  I can 
tell you that those officers worked harder 
and smarter for that commander as op-
posed to doing what they were told by 
someone who says to because he/she has 
rank on their collar 

We can all think of ranking officers in our 
departments who manage the policies and 
SOPs but do not lead. Our leaders must be 
willing to develop the relationship aspect 
of the leadership dynamic to be successful, 

and we should heed the examples 
of military leaders like LTC West.
 
Al West has since retired and is 
living in South Florida. There has 
been a recent book written about 
the LTC West and his leadership 
that can be found on the web, A 
Missing Link in Leadership; The 
Trial of LTC Allen West. 

You can reach Jim Gort at jgort@
ppines.com 
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Legislative Affairs

Dear Members,

I am happy to report that a majority of the candidates endorsed by the PBA prevailed 
on election day. As usual, this is in part due to our members holding signs and distributing 
palm cards during early voting and on election day. In addition, three other PBA endorsed 
candidates are facing runoffs in the November election. The biggest surprise was the defeat 
of three incumbent judges: Catalina Avalos, Pedro Dijols and Julio Gonzalez. We were very 
disappointed with those losses as they were all friends of law enforcement. Listed below is 
a list of those PBA endorsed candidates who won their races on  August 26 or are facing a 
runoff. 

Races Won
Renee Goldenberg  Circuit Court Judge
Beverly Gallagher  School Board, Dist. 2
Robin Bartleman  School Board, Dist. 9
Chris Smith  Fla. Senate, Dist. 29
Evan Jenne  Fla. House, Dist. 100
Lori Parrish  Property Appraiser 
Brenda Snipes  Supervisor of Elections
John Rodstrom  Cty. Commission, Dist. 7
Joe Eggelletion  Cty. Commission, Dist. 9
Woodrow Poitier Pompano Bch. Commission, Dist. 4
Joseph Varsallone Margate City Commission

Runoffs
Steve Feren  Circuit Court Judge
Paul Eichner Circuit Court Judge
Rick Saltrick  School Board, Dist. 1

As of the printing of this article we were unable to obtain a complete list of those members 
who assisted on election day.  I will name each of them in a future article. Until then, I 
would like to sincerely thank those members who volunteered their valuable time to assist 
the PBA during the election. It is the continued participation of the PBA membership that 
makes the PBA the most powerful police labor organization in Broward County. 

In Solidarity,

Neil Vaughan
Vice President
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Pembroke Pines Charter High 
School pitcher and first baseman 
Shawn Negron, son of Holly-

wood officer Carlos Negron, was of-
fered an academic/baseball scholarship 
from Barry University.

Shawn signed with Barry on April 
14. While a Jaguar, he received the 
Coach’s award for his play. He intends 
to major in Business Law/Sports Man-
agement.

Congratulations, Shawn. We look 
forward to watching you play!

Member’s Son Signs With 
Barry University
Shawn Negron to become a Buccaneer

Shawn Negron
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In 2004, Eric Jomant, son of Pembroke Pines officer 
Gary Jomant, was one of the first recipients of the 
Broward County PBA Scholarship. Now he is a 

police officer in Coral Springs.

Eric attended the University of North Florida in Jack-
sonville, majoring in Criminal Justice with a minor in 
communications. He received his B.A. – Magna Cum 
Laude – in 2006, then began the police academy in 
January of 2007 after being hired by Coral Springs.

While in the academy, Eric was class president. At 
graduation he received an academic award and was 

Scholarship Winner Now A Police 
Officer

Eric Jomant

ranked number one overall in his 
class. He has  been on the road 
since July 2007.

We’re all very proud of you, Eric. 
Thanks to you and your dad for 
the update.

 

On August 
9th about 
1,000 

people set off 
from the Broward 
County PBA in a 
Candlelight Ride 
in honor of BSO 
Sgt. Chris Reyka. 
The evening 
included dinner, 
live bands, doors 
prizes and raffles. 

The ride began at 
11:45 pm at the 
PBA and ended 
at the Pom-
pano Walgreens 
where Reyka was 
gunned down on 
August 10, 2007. 
At the end of the 
ride there was a 
slide show honor-

ing Chris.

Candlelight Ride Held In Honor Of 
Sgt. Chris Reyka

Paul Weiss presents Kim Reyka with a replica of Sgt. Reyka’s police car

Court Deputy Paul Weiss presented Kim Reyka, 
Sgt. Reyka’s widow, with a 1:26 scale die-cast 
replica of the unit Chris was driving the night 
he died.
The ride was organized so that we may never 
forget Sgt. Chris Reyka and his sacrifice and 
to keep hope that his killer will be brought to 
justice.

I would like to thank Deputy Brian Donnelly 
for his hard work and dedication in coordinat-
ing this entire event.

By Debbie Reggio, PBA Secretary
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Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Births

Congratulations to Sunrise Lt. Brian Gerity and his wife, 
Laura, on the birth of their son on July 19. Braden 
Charles weighed in at 7 lbs. and was 21 inches long.

Hollywood Officer 
Honored By 
Florida Jaycees

Officer Paul Laskowski was named 
Outstanding Young Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year by the Florida 

Jaycees. Paul was presented with this award in 
Daytona Beach on August 9.

Sunrise Members Promoted

Congratulations to Anthony Rosa, who was promoted to 
Lieutenant and Robert Voss, who was promoted to Cap-
tain on July 11.

Wilton Manors Updates And 
Promotions

Officer Brian Gillespie retired from the department after 
20 years of service.  He will continue his career with 
the Broward Sheriff’s Office.

Congratulations to Officer David Akers for receiving the “Offi-
cer of the Quarter” for traffic enforcement and his commitment 
to DUI enforcement.  

Congratulations to Detective Oscar “Gonzo” Gonzalez for 
receiving the “Exceptional Duty Award” for his service in the 
HITDA Drug Unit.  From January through April he participat-
ed in over 58 arrests, seizing over $30,000 in property.
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Letters & Thanks
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Law Enforcement News
Jacksonville, Fla. – A woman was 
arrested after deliberately hitting a 
cyclist, crashing into two cars and run-
ning off naked.

The woman faces DUI charges as well 
as battery and carjacking after witness-
es said she intentionally hit a woman 
on a bicycle, took off her clothes, then 
attempted to flee the scene in someone 
else’s car. 

She was driving with children when 
she asked them whether they thought 
the biker was going to get hit, then 
steered the car across the street and 
struck the woman on the bike.  She 
then jumped into a van whose occu-
pants had stopped to help the cyclist 
and demanded the driver take her 
away. When he refused, she got out, 
stripped and began running around. 
Next she got back in the van and at-
tempted to drive off, hitting a fence 
before police arrested her.
Source: local6.com

Vallejo, Calif. – The city of Vallejo 
has lost about 20 percent of its police 
force since filing for bankruptcy in 
May.

About 25 of the city’s 150 sworn of-
ficers have retired or left for other 
cities because they were afraid their 
pensions or salaries may be cut if the 
bankruptcy court allows Vallejo to 
void its union contracts.

Shifts that used to have 16 patrol of-
ficers now operate with about 12. Re-
cruiting has become impossible for the 
department because of the financial 
situation and hefty signing bonuses be-

ing offered to new officers by other cit-
ies such as Oakland and San Francisco.
Source: The San Francisco Chronicle

Berwyn Heights, Md. – A SWAT 
team raided the house of Berwyn 
Heights mayor Cheye Calvo, killing his 
two black Labs and seizing an un-
opened package of pot delivered there 
by undercover officers.

The package was addressed to Calvo’s 
wife. His mother-in-law, home at the 
time, asked the delivery men to leave 
the package outside.

Officers entered the home about 7:30 
pm, shooting one dog, then pursing the 
other and allegedly shooting him from 
behind.

Mayor Calvo gets a small stipend as 
mayor of the town, but works at the 
SEED Foundation, a nonprofit that 
runs public boarding schools for at-risk 
students. Prince George’s County police 
say Calvo, his wife and mother-in-law 
are “persons of interest” in an ongo-
ing investigation. Calvo maintains that 
his family has “nothing to do with this 
box.”
Source: The Associated Press

San Diego, Calif. – Two years after 
an off-duty Coronado police officer 
shot and wounded San Diego Chargers 
linebacker Steve Foley, area law en-
forcement agencies have adopted new 
guidelines for officers who are off-duty.

The San Diego County Police chiefs 
and Sheriff’s Association developed 
the guidelines with assistance from the 
ACLU and the Coalition for Justice. 
The guidelines say off-duty officers 
should first try contacting the appro-
priate law enforcement agency. If an 
off-duty officer intervenes, he must, if 
possible, identify himself, his agency 
and his intent to stop criminal actions.

All but two departments in the area 
have adopted the formal policies.
Source: The San Diego Union-Tribune

Ogdensburg, N.Y. – A New York 
State Trooper and another man were 
electrocuted while fixing a flat tire on 
an antique fire truck near the Cana-
dian boarder.

Shawn Snow, a 19-year veteran, vol-
unteered to help change the tire on a 
fire truck belonging to the Canadian 
Fallen Firefighters Foundation. He was 
under the truck, fixing the tire when 
the boom – which was lowered to 
redistribute the truck’s weight while 
the tire was being replaced – hit a 
live wire as it was lowered. Snow was 
killed instantly along with an uniden-
tified 51-year-old man.
Source: The Watertown Daily News
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Do You Know 
These Members?
Here are some members we need updated addresses and 

phone numbers on. If you know one of them, please tell 
him/her to contact Lynn at the PBA at 954/584-7600 or 

via e-mail at: lynn@bcpba.org to update their contact informa-
tion. Thank you for your help!

Jean Pierre BSO
John Marra BSO
Jerry Estrada BSO

 

Office 
Space 
Available

The Broward County PBA has office space 
available in our building at 2650 West 
State Road 84 in Ft. Lauderdale. The space 

is 994 square feet; the rent is $14.00 per square ft 
+ C.A.M. charges and state taxes.

Anyone interested in renting the office should 
contact Linda at the PBA office, 954-584-7600.

For Sale
2004 
Winnebago 
Itasca Spirit

31 feet, sleeps 8•	
19,000 miles/excellent condition•	
Dining room/Living room/XL slide •	
out
Triton V-10 •	
gas engine
Kitchen has •	
never been 
cooked in

$54,000
Contact Pat Hanrahan at 954/584-
7600 or pat@bcpba.org
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