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Members Step Up To Save Jobs
Deputies volunteer furlough days, but BSO puts them on hold

About 2,000 deputies donated a total of 11,000 hours—
about 1,350 working days to save the jobs of 167 BSO 
employees. One day after that announcement was 

made, the furloughs were put on hold because the agency is 
able to “squeak by” without them.

Ten civilian positions will still be eliminated, but the jobs 
members were willing to sacrifice to retain are safe for the 
moment. Sheriff Lamberti has warned that if an agreement 
about budge cuts can’t be reached with the county by October 1, 
additional layoffs could be necessary.

BSO used several cost-cutting mea-
sures, including cutting overtime 
and receiving federal grants to slash 
the budget, but it hasn’t helped get 
the total savings down to the $46 
million the county is requesting.

The sheriff will keep members in-
formed as to the status of the furlough 

days.
Sources: Sun-Sentinel, Miami Herald

Progress On Hollywood Contract

On June 29th, Hollywood city manager Cameron 
Benson and PBA senior vice president Jeff Ma-
rano shook hands on two separate agreements: 

A one-year deal that will run through September 30 and 
a three-year deal that would take effect October 1.

The one-year contract does not include increases in wages and benefits, 
but gives each bargaining unit member 20 hours of administrative leave 
to be used within a year of contract ratification and allows current mem-
bers who reside outside the take-home vehicle boundries to have take-
home vehicles for a fee of $100 per pay period.

The three-year contract provides a 12% COLA over the life of the con-
tract, increases the employee contributions for life and health insurances 
$5 for each year at each step. Employee contributions to the pension 
plan will increase between a quarter percent and a half a percent a year 

for the duration of the contract. Finally, an 
increased term life policy with a face amount 
of $100,000 per member has been added.
The proposed contracts passed the first read-
ing on July 15; the second is scheduled for 
September 2.

Having a city manager and elected officials 
who appreciate and respect the challenges 
and dangers facing law enforcement in South 
Florida is a breath of fresh air. Hollywood 
has achieved this because of professional 
performance of the men and women of the 
Hollywood Police Department. Their ongo-
ing participation in the political process and 
their dedication to each other is exemplary.
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President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

On July 4th we celebrated Independence Day. When our forefathers formed 
our government, they wrote in the Declaration of Independence “…laying 
its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as 

to them shall seem most likely to affect their safety and happiness.” The preamble of 
our Constitution says “We the people of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity…” Our forefathers realized that public safety was the most important 
function of the government.

If these important documents were written today by our leaders, especially city and 
county commissioners, each one of the above statements would end with something 
like “if there’s money in the budget” or “depending on what this domestic tranquil-
ity or safety and happiness is going to cost.” To today’s leaders, saving the almighty 
dollar, which leads to re-election, is the most important function of the government. 
God forbid that they tell the public the truth that the cost of doing business has gone 
up. Gasoline has gone up and people pay it and return to the gas station but for some 
reason this doesn’t make sense to our leaders.

Since the most important thing to our leaders concerning public safety is all about 
what it costs, cutting the budgets and saving money, I have a cost-cutting, budget-
saving solution. Police departments and sheriff’s offices will be treated like most 
of the other city and county functions—they will be open from Monday through 
Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm and closed on all the recognized holidays. I know that 
our law enforcement officers would love to spend the holidays with their families 
instead of working. Any crimes that occur when they are closed will wait until the 
next business day. Officers could stay and secure their homes when a hurricane is 
approaching and be with their families during and after the storm. I know this is 
thinking outside of the box, but look at the money the government, be it a city or 
the county, would save. After all, isn’t that the most important thing to our leaders? 
That’s all I have been hearing about at budget meetings and contract negotiations.

 On a more serious note, July 4th was Independence Day; I hope everyone gave 
thought to what that means. I do not know who made the following statements but 
I would like to repeat them: America is not at war. The United States Military is at 
war. America is at the mall. If you don’t stand behind our troops, please feel free to 
stand in front of them! Remember, freedom is not free, thousands have paid the price 
so you can enjoy what you have today. God bless and protect our servicemen and 
women and God bless America.

May God also bless those who “protect and serve.” Again thank you to each and ev-
ery one of you and your families for your sacrifices, your hard work and the risks you 
take. There is an honor and distinction that comes from wearing the badge. Be safe.
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Hallandale Beach 
Members Want To 
Merge With BSO
PBA members with the Hallandale Beach Police Department 

recently indicated that they would prefer their agency go to BSO 
than to continue on with the City of Hallandale.

The PBA sent a letter to Sheriff Lamberti in July saying that members 
have lost confidence in city officials and asking that the sheriff initiate 
contact with the city to inquire about a merger.

Hallandale Mayor Joy Cooper thinks the letter is a negotiating tactic 
and says that residents don’t want BSO in their city.

Members are taking issue with low staffing levels, lack of training and 
equipment, and a decreased fleet of marked units and feels that failed 
leadership is the reason for the city’s problems.
Source: Sun-Sentinel

We’re Going 
Green!
PBA turns to paperless 
voting

The PBA is preparing to go green, initiat-
ing an entirely paperless voting system. 
Our goal is to eventually have all future 

surveys and elections (contract ratification votes, rep elections, etc.) will 
be done via computer.

Every member will be provided with a link to a page with all of the 
information about the new system and how to use it.

In preparation for the change, please provide the PBA with up-to-date 
contact information, especially e-mail addresses. If you do not have an 
e-mail address, Yahoo, Hotmail and Gmail are just some of the many 
free providers available should you need to get an e-mail address. If you 
do not have a computer you may come to the PBA office during regular 
office hours throughout the election and/or survey period and a com-
puter will be provided for you to vote with.

Cop, Mother, 
TV Star
New show follows four BSO 
officers

Set your TiVo for Thursdays at 9pm begin-
ning August 6—TLC is premiering a 10-
part docudrama called Policewomen of 

Broward County. The show follows four BSO 
deputies both on-duty and off.

The series will feature Andrea Penoyer of the 
Street Crimes Unit, Julie Bower, a detective 

in sex crimes/
missing per-
sons, Shelunda 
Cooper, a rook-
ie deputy and 
Ana Murillo, 
who patrols the 

toughest parts of the county.

According to TLC:

Each episode is packed with adrena-
line, bringing viewers along for the ride 
as these women risk their lives to keep 
the streets safe. But danger is only part 
of the job—off-duty, the Police Women 
of Broward County are mothers, sis-
ters and wives who maintain homes 
and raise families. Each day is a delicate 
balance between their personal lives 
and a career that comes with real risks.

We know these ladies will shine and make all 
of us proud to be LEOs in Broward County.
Source: PR Newswire
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Pompano Elks Club 
Needs Your Help
Organization holding picnic to 
benefit Majic Children’s Fund

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is hosting 
a charity picnic for the Majic Children’s Fund, a non-
profit organization which helps children in need in 

Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach Counties.

The Elks are looking for donations of either money or 
products that will help them defray costs for this event. All 
donations are tax deductible.

The picnic will be held on August 22 from 11 am to 4 pm 
at the Pompano Beach Elks Lodge Pavilion at 700 NE 10th 
Street, Pompano Beach. Rick Shaw, Majic DJ and Director of 
the Majic Children’s Fund, will make an appearance.

You can contact the Elks at 954-781-2300 or via the Web at 
pomapnobeachelks.com.

Pompano Contemplating Leaving 
BSO
On July 21, the Pompano Beach City Commission met 

to hear a presentation from Willdan Homeland 
Solutions. Willdan, an Orlando-based organiza-

tion, was retained by the city to do a study evaluating 
the quantitative and qualitative costs and benefits of two 
law enforcement service delivery models: 1) continua-
tion of the Broward County Sheriff’s contract (with and 
without modifications) and 2) the formation (or reforma-
tion) of a City of Pompano Beach Police Department. The 
methodologies used were personal interviews, field and in-
office observations, document review, comparative analysis 
and financial modeling and forecasting. 

Willdan’s final recommendation was that the City negotiate a one-year 
transitional contract with BSO and embark on an immediate imple-
mentation plan to establish a Pompano Beach Police Department by 

the fourth quarter of 2010. However, 
throughout the entire presentation 

and within the study itself, the Will-
dan Team expressed how impressed 
they were with the overall profes-
sional delivery of law enforcement 
services by the Broward County 
Sheriff’s Office to the City of Pom-

pano Beach.

The City Commission took no action 
but referred it back to the City Manager 

and staff for further study and review.
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A recent robbery suspect was arrested after trying to 
kill his arresting officer. In the suspect’s car was a 
notebook labeled, “23 rules for winning shootouts 

with police.” The list included:
Park where least detectable•	
Know your exits•	
Recognize plainclothes cops•	
Predict cop’s movement to gun•	
Choose locations police cannot easily surround.•	

If ambushed:
Use cover•	
Move to confuse•	

These “rules for survival” are very 
inclusive and cannot be labeled 
anything less than formal training. 
This suspect’s list covers the fol-
lowing concepts:

Rules for engagement •	
Lag time•	
Cover and concealment•	

Today’s suspects are tacti-
cal thinking, some are military trained, they read police 
periodicals, and they share information and practice. 
Body armor, radio communications and fully automatic 
weapons have become more and more popular. The use of 
lay-off suspects, (crime partners posing as customers), has 
become common. When a suspect is engaged, the silent 
crime partners will usually engage from behind. 

Last year, 55% of the officers killed were the victims of 
head-shots. Suspects are now more likely to execute a 
downed officer before leaving a crime scene. Gang mem-
bers have joined the armed forces only to gain the combat 
firearms and tactics training. After training, they take a 
dishonorable discharge and return home. When asked 
about their unfortunate discharge they proudly explain 
how they “infiltrated the military.” Today’s suspect is 
committed and has the mindset of a soldier going into 
battle.
Source: Santa Clara Correctional Peace Officers’ Association, 12 Jul 09

A New Breed 
Of Suspect
What you need to know now

Governor Signs 
“Double Dipping” 
Bill Into Law
On June 18 Florida governor Charlie Crist signed  a 

bill that will end “double dipping” in FRS.

The measure prohibits retired employees from returning 
to their prior positions for at least six months. The purpose 
of the six-month ban is keep senior management, elected 
officials and judges in particular from retiring and then 
coming right back to their old positions at a higher salary. 
Regular employees who retire and find they need to return 
to work may do so, but they will not accrue any new pen-
sion benefits through FRS.

The new law effects those who retire on or after July 1, 
2010. Those who retire before then may return to work af-
ter 30 days and keep their pensions under the existing law.
Source: news-press.com

Florida Sheriff 
Guilty Of Unfair 
Labor Practice
Hillsborough County Sheriff David Gee was found 

by PERC to have committed an unfair labor prac-
tice by suspending Steve Dickey, the West Central 

Florida PBA’s Vice President, for criticizing the sheriff’s 
office on the chapter’s Web site. The commission found 
that Dickey’s comments on contract negotiations between 
the PBA and the sheriff’s office were protected activity.

In articles posted on the Web site, Dickey questioned the 
chief deputy’s action in providing detention deputies infor-
mation he considered to be inaccurate and misleading. He 
also criticized the sheriff’s office for not making a reason-
able effort to resolve negotiations or provide a fair wage 
offer to deputies.

PERC directed Sheriff Gee to rescind Dickey’s suspension.
Source: Florida PBA
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PBA Police Memorial 
Golf Tournament

September 11, 2009
Ft. Lauderdale Country Club

$125 per player
Includes shirt, gift bag, beverages on course and lunch reception

Limited to the first 100 golfers
Contact the PBA at 954-584-7600

photo by diskychick: flickr.com/photos/diskychick
Proceeds benefit the PBA HOPE Fund, a 501(c)(3) charity. 
All donations are tax deductible.

LEO Deaths Up In First Six Months 
of 2009
The National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 

Fund (NLEOMF) released it’s mid-year report on offi-
cer fatalities and is reporting that deaths are up 

about 20 percent over last year at this time.

In 2008, line-of-duty deaths fell to their lowest 
level in nearly 50 years, but have climbed signifi-
cantly in the first half of the year. The study shows 
that 66 officers died between January 1 and June 
30, 2009. In the same time period in 2008, the 
number was 55. Increases have been seen in all 
major categories of officer deaths:

Officers killed by gunfire rose from 20 in the first half of 
2008 to 22 in the first six months of 2009.

LEOs killed in traffic-related incidents increased from 30 in 
the first six months of 2008 to 35 through June of this year.

Eight officers died due to job-related physical ailments dur-
ing the first half of 2009, doubling the number that occurred 

during the same time period in 2008. 

One officer was killed in a helicopter crash as 
well.

A major contributing factor in the number of 
fatalities was the number of multiple-death incidents 

that occurred during a five-week span this past spring. 
Nine officers lost their lives in incidents in Oakland, 

Calif., Pittsburgh, Pa. and Okaloosa County, Fla.

For more information, log on to www.nleomf.org/MidYear-
Report/
Source: NLEOMF
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In His Own Words
A letter from Paul Weiss, PBA rep
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Law Enforcement News
Philadelphia — High police scru-
tiny nationwide has prompted the 
Philadelphia Police Academy to give 
cadets a short course in the pitfalls 
that have derailed the careers of other 
officers. It is a direct, all-inclusive 
approach that answers the questions: 
What can get you fired?

“Steer Straight” is a  program pre-
sented by the Guardian Civic League. 
Veteran officers spend several hours 
telling cadets about what could ruin 
their careers: domestic violence, 
improper use of lethal force, alcohol 
abuse, accepting freebies and more.

“It takes one slip to lose everything 
you’ve worked so hard for,” Inspec-
tor Cynthia Doresey, who heads up 
Philly’s IA division, told the class.
Source: Associated Press

Volusia County, Fla. — Two ac-
cused car burglars were arrested after 
they asked a Volusia county deputy 
for a ride.

The men had stolen property on 
them, which they called attention to 
when one did a dance to convince the 
officers that he was a rap star.

The pair hit about nine cars before the 
patrol car drove by and they asked for 
a ride home. 

There was no indication that either 
man was under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol.
Source: wftv.com

Columbia, Mo. — An inmate alleg-
edly escaped from the Howard County 
jail using a cardboard toilet paper roll.

It is thought that Curtis Jones used the 
folded cardboard tube to jam the lock 
on his cell door and then escaped when 
a jailer went to another area of the 
building.

He was captured two days after his 
escape.

This was not Jones’ first time attempt-
ing escape: In 1996 he broke out of the 
old Howard County jail by climbing 
through a hole in the ceiling.
Source: Associated Press

Philadelphia — The Philadelphia 
Police Department reports that two 
officers were forced to shoot a homeless 
man who repeatedly made prank 911 
calls.

The man used a call box to repeatedly 
call police and immediately hang up. 
Two officers were dispatched to the 
area after the 40th call and ended up 
chasing the homeless man, who even-
tually stopped and pulled a knife on 
them. The officers shot after the man 
lunged at them.

The suspect was wounded and later 
died at the hospital.
Source: UPI 

Perry Township, Ohio —  Per-
ry’s police chief and a part-time police 
officer appear to be more than just 
friends in a  video captured by the 
dashboard camera in a police cruiser.

Chief Timothy Escola and Officer 
Janine England were caught on cam-
era kissing and caressing each other 
as they transported a prisoner to a 
nearby county. 

An anonymous tip spurred the in-
vestigation, which lead to the chief’s 
retirement and the firing of Officer 
England.
Source: UPI

Indianapolis — Beginning this 
month, traffic tickets will be  a thing 
of the past in Indianapolis. The police 
department is going electronic.

Scanners, computers and printers will 
replace ticket books in more than 
1,000 police cars in the city, which is-
sues more than 50,000 citations a year.

The driver’s license and vehicle reg-
istration are simply scanned into the 
system rather than being handwritten, 
saving time and paperwork. E-tickets 
take about 40 seconds to print.

Indiana state Police have used e-
tickets for about two years with great 
success. More than 30 other police 
agencies are preparing to make the 
switch.
Source: theindychannel.com



10

August 2009The Broward Centurion



August 2009The Broward Centurion

What’s Up?

11bcpba.org

Weddings • Birthdays • Reunions • Retirements

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

For reservations, call 954.584.7600

2901 SW 26th Terrace • Dania Beach
(behind the PBA office)

Special Rates For 
PBA Members

Births

BSO deputy Justin 
Panza and his 
wife, Kelly, wel-

comed Thomas David 
on May 18. Thomas 
weighed in at 9 lbs., 4 
oz. 

Hollywood officer 
Matthew Petty and his 
wife, Kimberly, wel-
comed a daughter, Lila 
Dawn, on July 6. Lila 

weighed in at 7 lbs., 8 oz. and was 19 inches long.

Hollywood officers Vinnie and Natalie Perez had a son, Ga-
briel Antonio, on July 9. Gabriel weighed in at 9 lbs., 3 oz. and 
was 20.3 inches long.

Congratulations to all!

Thomas Panza

Hollywood Officers 
Honored Across The 
County

Detectives Eric Alfonso, Nick 
Singley and Sean Keough were 
selected as Officers of the Month 

for May 2009. They were recognized at the Awards 
Presentation Meeting on July 15 at City Hall.

Detective Antonio Pontigo was named Crime Stop-
pers Officer of the Month for May and detectives Eric 
Alfonso, Nick Singley and Sean Keough were honored 
for June.

Sgt. Tom Demmery, officer Dewey Pressley and officer 
Alex Del Rio were honored for their dedication in the 
fight against impaired driving during 2008 by the Palm 
Beach/Broward chapter of Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD). 

Hollywood Teams Win Gold At 
Police Olympics

Hollywood PD’s Scratch Doubles Golf team, Jeff Devlin 
and Retired Assistant Chief Mark May, won gold at the 
Police Olympics, held the week of June 22 in Stuart.

HPD’s co-ed softball team also took home gold, thanks to the 
efforts of team member 
Boris Millares, Karen 
Zorsky, Jamie Callari, 
Cherie Stetkar, Ernie 
Candelmo, Peggy Smires, 
Bryan Kalish, Tina 
Gurdak, Bobby Gianino 
and John Marino. They 
extend a special thanks 
to Pam Zorsky and Kay 
White from the Hialeah 

PD, Jamie Sawyers of Miramar PD and Larry Diaco from Pem-
broke Pines PD.

Congratulations to all!
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)



Non Profit 
Organization

U.S. Postage Paid
Permit #1677

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Broward County PBA
2650 West State Road 84

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312

©2009 Broward County PBA


