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Broward PBA Gets First New 
President In Twenty-Nine Years

While we at the Broward PBA will miss Dick 
Brickman, we are excited about Pat’s presi-
dency and look forward to the future.Last month, Broward PBA president Dick Brickman stepped down 

after nearly three decades of service, leaving senior vice president 
Pat Hanrahan to fill the role.

Pat graduated Northeast High School in Ft. Lauderdale in 1969, then 
earned an Associate’s Degree from BCC in 1972.  From there he went on 
to earn a Bachelor’s Degree from Florida 
State University in 1974.  

One year later Pat joined the Pompano 
Beach Police, where he served on road 
patrol, was a Field Training Officer and a 
Vice and Narcotics Detective. During his 
tenure at Pompano, he earned a Master’s 
Degree from Nova University in 1982.

When the Pompano PD merged with BSO, 
Pat was placed in Communications, where 
he is currently assigned.

Pat has been a dedicated member of the 
Broward County PBA, serving as a member 
of the Board of Directors and holding the 
positions of Legislative Director, Secretary/
Treasurer, Vice President and Senior Vice President on the Executive 
Board.

Outside the PBA, Pat is a founding member and serves on the Board of 
the Law Enforcement Emerald Society of South Florida and is a member 
of the Board of County Commissioners Elderly and Veterans’ Services 
Advisory Board.

How’d He Become 
President?

You may be wondering how Pat 
Hanrahan became PBA president 
without a vote. According to the 

Broward County PBA By-laws, Article 
VII – Nominations and Election of Of-
ficers, Section 3:

 “In the event of a death, resignation, 
suspension or expulsion or for any reason 
a vacancy occurs in any Executive of-
fice, such vacancy shall be filled by the 
President with the approval of the Board 
of Directors. In case of a vacancy in 
the office of President, the Senior Vice 
President shall succeed to the office of 
President.”

Pat will serve out the remainder of 
Dick’s term (1 year), then the Board of 
Directors will vote on a new president.

Pat Hanrahan succeeds Dick Brickman for top office

Pat Hanrahan
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Order Your 
PBA License Tag

Available at the main county tag office. 
Ask for the “Support Law Enforcement” tag.

President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

January first marked the end of a great era in Broward County PBA his-
tory. For the first time in twenty-nine years, Dick Brickman is not the 
President of the Broward County PBA. Dick has decided to resign from 

the PBA President’s office. It was my distinct pleasure to serve as a PBA Rep/
Board of Directors member, Legislative Director, Secretary/Treasurer, Vice 
President and Senior Vice President during his tenure. To say that Dick has 
been an ICON at the Broward County PBA would be a gross understatement. 
To say the least, it was an exciting time at the PBA to work for Dick.

President Brickman has left quite a legacy and will be a hard act to follow. 
This organization has come a long way under his leadership and the PBA has 
proven to be a powerful political and professional organization. Under Dick’s 
leadership, the PBA has gained many major benefits for our members, greatly 
improved member services and tremendously increased membership.

As your new Broward County PBA President, I feel it is an honor beyond de-
scription to be involved with the strongest and most respected union around. 
I will continue to do my utmost to live up to the standard that has already 
been established. The PBA has achieved many wonderful things for our 
members and we will continue to be relentless in ensuring the well-being of 
our members.

Thank you, Dick, for your guidance and friendship. I must also thank the 
PBA Executive Board, the Board of Directors and the entire Broward County 
PBA staff for all their hard work, dedication and support; without them this 
would not be possible.
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One of the many benefits PBA 
members enjoy is having legal 
assistance available to them 

24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
at NO extra cost. Yet, there are law 
enforcement officers who expose 
themselves every day without access 
to an attorney. We often 
hear officers say: 

Why should I be a 
member…

… I’m not going to 
get in any trouble, 
I don’t do anything 
wrong.
Although no one intends 
to get in trouble, some-
times trouble finds you. 
There are several inci-
dents that may occur in 
the line of duty that may 
expose an officer/deputy 
to discipline or criminal charges. It’s 
like car insurance; although no one 
intends to get involved in a car acci-
dent, the premiums pay off when the 
need arises. For instance, the PBA has 
represented numerous members who 
have been charged criminally for us-
ing the force necessary to affect an ar-
rest – a vital part of your duties in law 
enforcement. Although they were 
aquitted, it was a high price to pay 
for doing their jobs. If they weren’t 
PBA members, how could they have 
financed a proper defense?

…I know an attorney.
Would you trust an eye doctor for a 
heart condition?  Your PBA attorneys 
are specially trained in labor law and 
have years of practical experience as 
well as lobbying the legislature every 
year to protect your rights, including 
passing the Law Enforcement Bill of 
Rights and keeping it up-to-date. PBA 
attorneys deal with police labor issues 

on a daily basis. Your friend won’t 
have the training, experience and 
relationships PBA attorneys have with 
every police department. Furthermore, 
your PBA attorneys have years of un-
matched experience dealing with the 
different agencies, whose practices dif-

fer widely. One misstep by 
a private attorney without 
labor experience could cost 
you your career.

…I’m on probation.
Normally, probationary 
officers/deputies are not 
afforded similar rights 
under a collective bargain-
ing agreement (CBA) as the 
non-probationary officers/
deputies until they have 
completed probation. How-
ever, probationary officers/
deputies are not immune 
to facing criminal or civil 

charges when involved in a duty-relat-
ed shooting, use of force, accidents or 
other duty-related matters. Time and 
time again probationary officers/depu-
ties who aren’t members are involved 
in duty-related shootings and face 
the added stress of having to hire an 
attorney and paying out-of-pocket for 
representation. The cost of represent-
ing an officer facing criminal charges 
is a minimum of $5,000; the security 
of having a PBA attorney available is 
priceless. Additionally, all members in 
good standing benefit from the Pre-
paid Legal Assistance Program (PLAP).

…the PBA isn’t the bargaining 
unit for my police department.
Several of our members belong to 
police departments where the PBA is 
not the collective bargaining agent. 
However, PBA members enjoy the 
same representation for administrative 
issues and criminal charges. What’s 
more, the PBA provides you with an 

attorney to assist you through the 
whole administrative process and/or 
criminal investigation process. 

…my department doesn’t have 
a union.
Although an officer may not have 
the protection of a CBA for employ-
ment issues, officers are still exposed 
to criminal and civil liability when 
acting as officers in the line of duty. 
Similarly to officers who are on 
probation, non-union affiliated police 
department officers may face the 
added stress and expense of having to 
hire an attorney on their own. 

Did you know...
... that in addition to the in-house at-
torneys available to our members, the 
Pre-paid Legal Assistance Program 
(PLAP) gives members access to an 
attorney for various legal needs such 
as drafting a simple will, unemploy-
ment compensation, and uncontested 
dissolution of marriage, most at no 
additional charge.

As a member, you can find solace in 
knowing you have a PBA attorney 
available to you seven days a week, 
24 hours a day if you’re involved in 
an incident in the line of duty that 
requires immediate legal representa-
tion. Even performing routine duties 
as an officer/deputy, like affecting 
an arrest, potentially exposes you to 
civil and criminal liability. Once your 
PBA attorney arrives on scene his/her 
experience and training don’t leave 
your side until your case is resolved. 
Your PBA attorney stands by, mak-
ing sure that your rights are protected 
throughout the whole process. As a 
member of the PBA, your interests 
will always be protected.

Be Glad You’re A Member
by Claudia I. Estrada, Assistant General Counsel
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On Saturday, December 20th, about 
300 people joined Officer Alex Del 
Rio’s family for a blue light vigil 

in his honor. Family and friends gathered 
at the accident site and had a moment of 

silence. 

Officer Del Rio died in the 
line of duty on November 22, 
2008. His mother, Miriam, 
has started the Alex Del Rio 
Foundation, a non-profit 
organization that will provide 
scholarships and community 
events in the area of safety, 
health, and law enforcement.

Thank you to Marlene Pier-
son for sharing her photos 
with us.

Hollywood 
Vigil
Friends and family gather 
to honor a fallen hero

Corrections
In the January issue of The Centurion, we 

listed Hollywood Officer Alex Del Rio’s 
EOW date as November 27, 2008 (pg. 8). 

The correct date is November 22, 2008. 

We’d also like to thank Spic N’ Span One-
Hour Cleaners, who cleaned and ironed, at 
no charge, the five Hollywood Police Honor 
Guard flags used for Ofc. Del Rio’s viewing. 
They were omitted from the thank yous in 
the January issue.

Spic N’ Span Cleaners
6707 Taft Street
Hollywood, FL  
954-987-8840

We sincerely apologize for the errors and 
appreciate the members who brought them 
to our attention.

Police Deaths Down In ‘08
The increased use of stun guns 

and body armor are being cred-
ited with reducing the number 

of law enforcement officers who lost 
their lives in 2008.

Line-duty deaths for the past year 
were 140, compared with 181 in 2007, 
according to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund 
and Concerns of Police Survivors.

Forty-one officers died from gunfire, 
down from 68 in 2007 and the lowest 
number recorded since 1956. 
It’s estimated that over 70 percent of 

LEOs are using bullet-resistant 
vests. That and better use of 
Tasers, which 
keep officers 
a safe distance 
from suspects, 
may be respon-
sible for the 
lower fatalities.

Traffic deaths 
also declined to 
71 (compared 
with 82 in 2007), but these 
incidents are still the leading 
cause of death for officers. Only 

39 percent of police officers killed in 2007 
were killed as a result of a criminal act; the 

rest were ruled as accidents.

The states with the most 
deaths were: 
Texas 14
California 12
Florida 8
Pennsylvania 8
Source: Associated Press
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Officers in Mira-
mar asked for 
the PBA’s help 

in raising money to 
help a fellow officer 
in financial need. A 
raffle was held, of-
fering the chance to win a 
Kel-Tec P3AT .380 caliber pistol. 

PBA reps sold the tickets throughout the county, raising 
more than $3,500.  BSO deputy Jim DeMato won the raffle, then gra-
ciously donated the prize back to the Miramar officer.

Thank you to everyone who participated. It’s good to know that your 
fellow members are there when you’re in need.

It’s 
Scholarship 
Time

The Broward County PBA is accepting 
applications for its 2009 scholarships. 

In order to qualify, applicants must be the son or daughter of a 
Broward County PBA member. The parent must have been a member 
for at least two years and currently be a member in good standing. 

Applicants must also be or plan to be a full- or part-time student at an 
accredited two- or four-year college or university. 

Applications can be downloaded from our Web site: bcpba.org. The 
deadline for completed applications is April 15. 

Deadline for applications is 
April 15

Fundraiser benefits officer in need

The Broward Centurion

Raffle A Success
February 2009

Sheriff 
Sworn In
Lamberti formally takes 
office

Al Lamberti was officially sworn in as 
the Sheriff of Broward County on 
January 6 after winning a close elec-

tion on November 4.

The ceremony, held at the former Sunrise 
Musical Center, featured a formidable show 
of might by BSO, including SWAT trucks, 
mobile command centers and fire apparatus. 
It also featured four former Broward sheriffs: 
Bob Butterworth, Thomas Walker, George 
Brescher and Nick 
Navarro.

Sheriff Lamberti 
is the only sheriff 
who has come up 
through the ranks 
at BSO. His career 
began as a deten-
tion deputy 32 
years ago. 

Lamberti won the support of the Broward 
County PBA and its members because of his 
vision of the office of the sheriff. “The agency 
is not about one person,” he said. “it’s about 
the 6,000 men and women who come to 
work each day.”  He added, “I’m not looking 
to build a political machine, I’m trying to run 
a professional agency.”

Congratulations to Sheriff Lamberti on his 
victory. We look forward to working with 
him to benefit both our members and the 
community at large.
Source: Sun-Sentinel
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Legislative Affairs

Dear Members,

The 2009 regular legislative session convenes on March 3, 2009. Due to the 
economy, it seems that things won’t be any easier this year than it was last year. That 
being said, we are certainly optimistic about our ability to move our legislative agenda 
forward. As usual, the PBA will be in Tallahassee fighting until the very end. Listed 
below is an outline of our 2009 Legislative Agenda.

Equitable pay increases for state correctional, correctional probation, •	
and law enforcement officers represented by Florida PBA, including but 
not limited to, pay compression and retention issues.
Legislation extending the period of DROP participation for Law En-•	
forcement, Correctional and Correctional Probation Officers an addi-
tional 36 months 
Legislation clarifying the types of evidence, such as video surveillance, •	
an officer who is the subject of a complaint can view prior to an investi-
gation 
Legislation clarifying the 180 days rule in the Law Enforcement Offi-•	
cers Bill of Rights
Legislation changing the Special Risk upgraded credit from two percent •	
to three percent
Legislation adding property disclosures to the list of public record ex-•	
emptions 
Support for changes and clarifications to investment guidelines con-•	
tained in Chapter 185 

As you would expect, in reference to legislation proposed by others, the PBA will sup-
port legislation favorable to our membership and oppose legislation harmful to our 
membership.
We will keep you informed of our progress throughout the session. 

In Solidarity,

Neil Vaughan
Vice President
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Law Enforcement News
Ft. Lauderdale - A Ft. Lauder-
dale police officer has alleged that the 
department has a quota system that 
rewards officers for arrests. The officer 
is suing the city, seeking back pay and 
reinstatement of benefits that he lost 
as a result of not meeting the alleged 
quotas.

The officer claims he was reprimanded 
for failing to meet the unofficial one 
ticket-per-day and one-arrest-per-
month goals. He was banned from 
taking home his car, from working OT 
and off-duty details as a consequence. 
He was also threatened with termina-
tion for having “low statistics,” accord-
ing to the suit.
Source: American Police Beat 

Hot Spring County, Ark - 
Many agencies in Arkansas routinely 
allow recruits to patrol the streets be-
fore they’ve even attended the police 
academy, a situation that may have 
contributed to an incident that cost 
Hot Spring County $130,000.

Deputy Joseph Fite was put on the 
road after only two days riding with 
a more experienced deputy. Three 
years down the road, he was accused 
of arresting a woman after she refused 
to go out with him. Once she was in 
custody, he ordered her to bare her 
breasts, then sexually assaulted her.

The judge in the case maintained that 
the training situation “directly caused 
the incident. Fite was given a badge, a 

gun and a vehicle with no more idea of 
the laws he was enforcing or the rights 
he was protecting than he did when he 
worked for the sausage company.”
Source: American Police Beat

Fremont County, Colo. - The 
Fremont County Sheriff’s Office has a 
unique way to undertake search and 
rescue missions—powered parachutes, 
which they’ve been using for more 
than 10 years.

The craft can fly as high as 1,000 feet in 
the air, fly for more than two hours on 
one tank of gas and are very safe.

They allow police to search hard-to-
reach areas and get better visibility 
in certain situations. The gliders are 
donated by a local company and have 
been used about five times since the 
program’s inception.
Source: American Police Beat

Montgomery County, Md. - A 
judge has ruled that Montgomery 
County’s plan to record conversations 
in police cruisers is not a violation 
of the state’s wiretap law nor does it 
infringe on the privacy of police of-

ficers, pointing out that there is “no 
reasonable expectation of privacy in 
an officer’s patrol car.”

The FOP attempted to block the poli-
cy, arguing that officers should be able 
to turn the audio recording equipment 
on and off because recording all con-
versations might put officers in legal 
jeopardy under the state wiretap law. 
The county argued that liability would 
fall to the county and not the officers.
Source: American Police Beat

Philadelphia - A 40-minute failure 
of Philly’s police radio system has the 
city facing paying $40 million to fix 
a problem-plagued system that is no 
longer manufactured. The system may 
be scrapped in favor of a newer one, 
but it could take five years to have 
it in place. In the meantime, fixing 
what’s wrong could cost almost as 
much as was originally paid for the 
system.
Source: American Police Beat
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Recent market volatility has 
many investors concerned 
about the impact on their port-

folios. Weathering a down market can 
be unnerving; in fact, since October 
2007, the S&P 500 is down over 30%. 
But when you consider some of the 
other market declines we have expe-
rienced - and recovered from - the 
current market downturn may appear 
less significant. For example, while 
the S&P500, representing the financial 
markets, lost -33.51% from 8/25/87 
through 12/4/87, it actually ended the 
year (1987) up by 2.03%. Moreover, 
in less than two years (10/10/89) the 
financial markets had gained more 
than 70%.

Market volatility is an inherent risk in 
investing, especially over the short-
term. While many investors panic 
when the market declines, it can be 
critical to maintain the proper per-
spective. When you have a long-term 
view, it appears obvious that short-
term market movements are just blips 
in the continuum. That’s because, 
over the long-term, equity invest-
ments have historically increased in 
value. Consider this: if it was pos-
sible to invest directly in the S&P 
500 index, over almost the last eight 
decades, as long as you had a 10 year 
time horizon for your investment, you 
would never have a down period—
even if you chose the worst time to 
make your investment.

It is imperative not to react emotion-
ally to short-term volatility. Aban-
doning your long-term investment 
strategy and selling your holdings 
when the market stumbles can be a 
serious mistake. If you sell when the 
market is down, you are acting in 
direct opposition to the conventional 
wisdom of buying low and selling 
high. Plus, you have to be correct two 
times: first you must determine the 

right time to sell, and then you must 
determine the right time to get back 
in. It can be difficult to recoup your 
losses if you let your emotions run your 
investment plan.

In order to participate in any eventual 
recovery, you must be present when it 
occurs. Therefore, remaining invested 
in the equity markets throughout the 
ups and downs can be crucial to your 
long-term success. If you look at the 
chart on this page, you will see that 

since December 1925, domestic equity 
small capitalization stocks have ap-
preciated more than 12% on average, 
and domestic equity large capitalization 
stocks gained over 10% over the same 
time period. To put it another way, 
$1.00 on December 31, 1925 in the 
small cap index would have grown to 
more than $14,000 by 8/31/08, and that 
same $1.00 would have grown to nearly 
$3,000 in the large cap index.

These results were achieved despite the 
fact that the markets were impacted by 
numerous negative events during this 
period, including World War II, the 

Cuban missile crisis, the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy, the oil embargo, 
Y2K, 9/11 and the War in Iraq, to 
name a few.

Equity exposure can also serve as a 
hedge against inflation. As illustrated 
in the chart2 below, historically, 
stocks are the best asset class with the 
highest potential to outpace infla-
tion over the long term.  Investments 
perceived as low risk, such as Govern-
ment Bonds and Treasury Bills (T-

bills), may ac-
tually be quite 
risky from an 
inflation risk 
standpoint. 

For example, 
since 12/31/25, 
T-bills would 
have barely 
kept up with 
inflation, with 
an average an-
nual return of 
just 3.72%. 

As you can 
see, by de-
signing and 
implementing 
a well-crafted 

investment plan that includes equi-
ties—and then sticking to it— inves-
tors have the potential to achieve their 
long-term goals.

If you have any questions regarding your own 
personal retirement, don’t hesitate in these 
trying times to contact me, Matthew Oppe-
disano, your Police Benevolent Association’s 
Retirement Representative @ 1-800-330-0200 
or www.floridaretirementservices.com.

Market Volatility And Investing
by Matthew Oppedisano, Law Enforcement Advisory Services
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Office 
Space 
Available

The Broward County PBA has office space 
available in our building at 2650 West 
State Road 84 in Ft. Lauderdale. The space 

is 994 square feet; the rent is $14.00 per square ft 
+ C.A.M. charges and state taxes.

Anyone interested in renting the office should 
contact Linda at the PBA office, 954-584-7600.

Births

Hollywood Officer 
John Clarke and his 
wife, Dawn, are cel-

ebrating the birth of their new son, Maxi-
mus Floran, on December 2nd. Maximus weighed 
in at 7 lbs., 8 oz. and was 20 inches long.

Hollywood officer Joe Siple and his wife Wendy, welcomed 
Nicholas Ryan on December 5th. Nicholas weighed in at 7 
lbs., 9 oz. and was 19 inches long.

Hollywood sergeant Ivette Buoni and her husband, Ricky, 
had a baby boy, Arthur Moises, on December 11th. Arthur 
weighed in at 7 lbs., 6 oz. and was 20 1/2 inches long.

BSO deputy Anthony Pittelli and his wife, Dayrene, wel-
comed Gianna Isabella on December 11th. Gianna weighed in 
at 5 lbs., 1 oz.

Congratulations to everyone!

Hollywood Officer Of 
The Month

Congratulations to Detective Dan 
Casey for being named Hollywood’s 
Officer of the Month for November 

2008. Dan  received his award on January 22, 
during the City’s Awards Presentation Meeting.
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Letters & Thanks

 January 10, 2009

Megan:

I was reading this month’s Broward Centurion and came across the acticle 
on the ‘Cop Killer’ pistol. Just to let you and other officers know, I con-
fiscated a FHN handgun during a traffic stop. This is closer to home for 
Broward officers. The gun had a fully loaded magazine with an extra fully 
loaded magazine in the door. The driver was arrested for trafficking pain 
killers.The driver advised the handgun was for his protection.

Officer J. Fox, Miramar PD
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January 7, 2009

Chief Wagner,

I don’t have words to describe how grateful I am to you and your department for the love, human compassion and car-
ing that you have demonstrated during this difficult time. You have given me the strength and support day by day and 
continue doing so, “Hollywood Police Department I commend you all” you are truly a family of service and support to 
this community. I now see why my son Alex was so proud of being part of the Hollywood Police Department family.

I would like for you to please forward this message to all members of the Hollywood Police Department, City Manager 
Cameron D. Benson, the City of Hollywood, Broward County PBA, and Chaplain Rick Braswell from the Broward Sher-
iff’s Office expressing my gratitude.

I want to wish you and your family a Happy, Healthy and Safe New Year.  I am grateful for all your love, prayers, gifts 
and support you have provided me and my family during this difficult time in our life.  I am committed to continue to 
Honor Alex for his service to us and for his love to help those in need.   

I have started the Alex Del Rio Foundation a non-profit organization; our mission will be to empower children and 
families in our community. It will provide scholarships and many community events in the area of safety, health and 
law enforcement.  We will commit to help those in need during times of crisis.

The HOPE fund collected by the Broward County PBA, and all the other personal donations were deposited in the Alex 
Del Rio Foundation account to help us start our journey. Thanks to all of you that made this possible. A web site and 
calendar of events are being designed.  I will be sending out more information very soon.  Save the Date Saturday, Janu-
ary 24th  at 7:00 p.m. at the Broward County PBA Hall, we will kick off the foundation and celebrate Alex’s Birthday.
 
In May I will be joining other family members of fallen officers in Washington DC for the National Police Week, to 
honor my son Alex and other fallen officers in 2008.  This event is very meaningful and touching to all.  Fellow police 
officers ride the Police Unity Tour to honor these officers. Please read below about the Police Unity Tour and the special 
meaning it has for me this year.

Police Unity Tour
The primary purpose of the Police Unity Tour is to raise awareness of Law Enforcement Officers who have died in the 
line of duty. The secondary purpose is to raise funds for the National Law Enforcement Officer’s Memorial and Museum.  
You can read more about the tour and events at the Web site below.

My son Alex and James had talked about riding for those who died this year, while Alex can’t ride for those who died.  I 
am grateful that Officer James Manley is riding in memory of my son Alex.  
 
This is what James wrote to me:
 
What a difference a week makes! I want to say thank you. Emotionally meeting you was very very helpful. Your advice 
of a positive attitude and channeling energy in a good way is the best medicine and certainly a good way to honor Alex. 
Like you said, not if I get selected.......it’s is when I get selected. I came home to find out yesterday I was selected to ride! 
I found out at work and I was so excited and honored. You are my inspiration that will help me do this ride. I hope you 
can help me with my goal of donations so that I qualify by passing the link on to people you know might be interested 
in helping out. Every small contribution will be helpful. I will definitely be keeping you up to date on progress and sent 
you photos!

Always in my thoughts,
James

I will appreciate any help you can give us to make this happen:   www.firstgiving.com/jamesmanley2513
 
 
Blessings,
Miriam Fernandez
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Do You Know 
These Members?
Here are some members we need updated addresses and 

phone numbers on. If you know one of them, please tell 
him/her to contact Lynn at the PBA at 954/584-7600 or 

via e-mail at: lynn@bcpba.org to update their contact informa-
tion. Thank you for your help!

Justin Lambert BSO

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Life is not so much 
about beginnings 
and endings as it is 
about going on and 
on and on. It is about 
muddling through the 
middle. —Anna Quindlen
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