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In memory of our beloved Maxine, 
who began her career with the 
PBA on June 7, 1991. Her per-

petual smile won our hearts from the 
first moment we met her.

Maxine worked for the Broward 
County PBA for 17 years and was a 
great asset to the organization, taking 
care of each detail of her job with-
out flaw and  always caring for each 
member as if they were a part of her 
own family. Any member who ever 
either spoke with Maxine on the 
phone or had the privilege of meeting 
her in person realized what a special 
person she was.

There will be a Celebration of Life 
service, where we will all come together to celebrate our friend and col-
league the way she would have wanted.

In Memory
Maxine Schmalzried
November 21, 1928 -  March 29, 2009

Service: 2:00 pm

Center for Spiritual Living
2 SW 12th Avenue

Boca Raton

Reception: 4:30 – 6:30 pm

Broward County PBA Hall
290l SW 26th Terrace

Fort Lauderdale

Celebration of Maxine’s Life
May 26, 2009

Rep’s First Trip To 
Tallahassee An 
Eye Opener
by Andrew Brooks, Pembroke 
Pines Rep

After returning home from my first 
visit to a legislative session as a PBA 
representative, two thoughts contin-

ued to stand out in my mind: surprise and 
amazement. I was surprised by the relation-
ships that the PBA—
more specifically the 
Broward PBA—
has bridged 
throughout the 
years with the 
legislators. I 
was thoroughly 
amazed by the 
respect shown 
to me personally 
by members of the 
Senate and House of 
Representatives during our 
meetings. I had never met any of the legis-
lators before, yet I was shown the utmost 
respect and welcomed into their offices with 
open arms merely because I was representing 
the PBA. It is very evident that years of hard 
work by PBA members has built a relation-
ship and reputation that is second to none in 
Tallahassee. 

continued on page 4
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The Broward Centurion is published 
by the Broward County Police 
Benevolent Association for the 
sole benefit of its members. The 
Broward Centurion is dedicated 
to the advancement of the law 
enforcement profession through 
better and stronger community 
relations. The opinions expressed 
in the publication of The Broward 
Centurion are not necessarily those 
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 reserves the right of the 
 Executive Board or  
 Editor to amend or to add   
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President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

The official observance of National Police Week is always the week of 
May 15. In 2009 it is May10-16. It was President Kennedy who desig-
nated May 15th as National Peace Officers Memorial Day and a week 

in mid-May as National Police Week.

On April 8 and April 15 I attended and testified before the Florida Parole 
Commission at two parole hearings in Tallahassee. The first was for John 
Catlett, who in 1972 savagely murdered Hollywood Police Officer Hank 
Minard by shooting him in the back while he was answering an alarm call 
which was in fact a robbery in progress. The second was for Ricky Washing-
ton, who on March 15, 1980, brutally shot and killed BSO Deputy Worth Ed-
wards while investigating the possible sale of stolen weapons. In both cases, 
Hearing Examiners were recommending reducing the inmate’s Presumptive 
Parole Release Dates.

In both cases, the reduction was denied. The first hearing was especially 
emotional because Officer Minard’s widow was present and testified. Later I 
was extremely proud to escort her to the PBA’s “Officer Down” Memorial at 
the Capitol.

I would like to thank Parole Commissioner/Chairman Fred Dunphy and 
Daphne Asbel for their assistance and help. I would also like to thank ASA 
Mike Horowitz and ASA Stephanie Newman and all the others who attended 
these important hearings.

The PBA was making our presence known at the Capitol during the legisla-
tive session. I would also like to thank BSO Rep Bob Lahiff, Pembroke Pines 
Reps Al Xiques and Andrew Brooks, and Wilton Manors Rep Chris Chadwick 
for attending the legislative session. It was Al’s, Drew’s and Chris’ first legis-
lative session and Bob’s second. Learning to be a PBA Rep is not something 
that happens overnight. It takes time to become familiar with all the aspects 
of being a rep, all the responsibilities of the job and what the PBA does.

Again, thank you to each and every one of you and your families for your 
sacrifices, your hard work and the risks you take. There is an honor and dis-
tinction that come from wearing the badge. Be safe.
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During the week I spent there, I was fortunate enough to 
see firsthand how the members of the legislature meet in 
their committees to discuss the bills presented before them. 
Until being able to see how the process works, you cannot 
appreciate how much hard work goes into getting a bill, 
not only passed, but simply to the, “floor” for a vote!  It 
was truly an eye-opening experience!  

It was a great week in Tallahassee, being able to see how 
much the PBA does on our behalf. I urge all PBA repre-
sentatives to make the trip and see the hard work that 
goes into ensuring that the PBA remains a significant 
force in the legislative world.  
    
I would like to thank Pat Hanrahan, Neil Vaughan, Sean 
Chadwick, Bob Lahiff, and Al Xiques for making my 
first trip most enjoyable, I am looking forward to next 
year so that I can continue to help make a difference.

Tallahassee, 
continued from page 1

All Pictures Below: PBA reps Sean Chadwick, Bob Lahiff, Al Xiques 
and Andrew Brooks, along with Pat Hanrahan and Neil Vaughan 
visit from left: Representative Ari Porth, Senator Nan Rich and Rep-
resentative Franklin Sands in Tallahassee
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On November 22, 2008, Hollywood Police Officer Alex Del Rio 
made the ultimate sacrifice for a law enforcement officer: He 
gave his life in the line of duty.

Shortly thereafter the Broward County 
PBA received a sympathy card that includ-
ed a donation for the Del Rio family. It was 
signed “Broward County Academy – Class 
266.” 

The members of class 266 pooled their 
money together to give to the Del Rio fam-
ily. Apparently they did this all on their 
own; their class supervisor was not around 
at the time.

We at the PBA were very impressed that 
these new members of the law enforcement 
family knew exactly what it means to us 
when one of our own makes such a sacrifice. It most definitely shows 
the character of the men and women of Class 266.

PBA Honors A Class With Class

Plaque presented to Class 266

The Broward County PBA wanted to show our 
appreciation to Class 266. At their graduation 

exercise on March 
19, President Pat 
Hanrahan presented 
them with two 
identical plaques. 
The first one was 
presented to Hol-
lywood Police Chief 
Chad Wagner, Alex’s 
sister, Melissa, and 
her husband, Jason, 
to be displayed in the 
Hollywood Police 
Department. The 
second one was given 
to the Broward Po-
lice Academy Dean 

Linda Wood to be displayed at the Institute of 
Public Safety.

Scholarship Fund Honors Del Rio’s 
Life
Officer Alex Del Rio’s mother, Miriam Fernandez, 

is celebrating her son’s life by giving college 
scholarships to local students.

The Alex Del Rio Medal of Honor Scholarship will be 
awarded to graduating seniors who are positive roles 
models, excellent students and who are making a differ-
ence in the community.

Fernandez started the Alex Del Rio Foundation to honor 
Alex’s dedication, passion and selfless service to the 
community.

The annual awards will be open to seniors whose par-
ents are members of Broward County PBA. Also eligible 
are the children of Hollywood Police Department em-
ployees and members of the Miami-Dade County Public 
School - MAST Academy Color Guard.

To find out more about the 
scholarship, including qualifica-
tions and application informa-
tion, log on to alexdelriofounda-
tion.org/scholarships.html.

The deadline for applications  
for the 2009 awards is May 8.
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Following many years as both a prosecutor for the Cook 
County, Illinois State’s Attorneys Office and later as 
a defense lawyer, Richard Neville was elected judge. 

Over his 10-year tenure on the bench, he heard thousands 
of officers testify. In an interview with trainer Pat McCa-
rthy, who appeared before Neville 
many times as an officer, several tips 
were shared from a judge’s perspec-
tive that can help you in court.

1. Remember, you’re not an 
extra prosecutor
Neville points out that seasoned 
officers with years of courtroom 
experience can be particularly sus-
ceptible to trying to “help” cases by 
angling their answers in a manner 
they believe will aid the prosecu-
tion. “They’ve seen a lot of good 
things and a lot of bad things happen 
in court. Sometimes that can affect 
their ability to be completely neutral 
when they get in to court.” 

The best impression you can give, 
he says, is that you’re a regular of-
ficer just trying to do your job to 
the best of your ability. You didn’t 
single the suspect out. You’ve got 
nothing against him personally. You 
were just meeting your professional 
responsibilities and you simply want 
the truth to come out and justice to 
prevail.

“[An officer’s] job is to remember they’re neutral. They’re 
there to present evidence on behalf of the state to try and 
win a conviction, but they’re not there to be the prosecu-
tor, they’re not there to be the judge and they certainly 
aren’t there to outsmart the defense lawyer. Not that a po-
liceman can’t outsmart a lawyer, we know that can happen. 
But if you try to do it every time you’re in court, or if your 
mindset is that ‘I’m gonna beat this guy up at his own game. 
He isn’t going to trick me!” what you do is you end up in a 
little game of your own and you forget the bigger picture, 

By Scott Buhrmaster 
PoliceOne Managing Editor

which is there’s a lot of evidence coming in. You’re not the 
only piece of it. 

“There are a lot of ways [for a judge] to make a decision,” 
Neville says. “One of them is, ‘How do I believe this officer?’ 

and if you look like you’re an advocate 
for something as opposed to being a 
neutral, you end up being less credible 
in my opinion.”

2. Don’t fall prey to emotional 
luring 
Neville cites the example of a case 
where an officer’s use of force is ques-
tioned. What’s the first thing a defense 
attorney is going to try to show in court 
if he’s focused on proving that the level 
of force you used was excessive? He’s 
going to try to show the jury that you’re 
a hot head with a short fuse and an 
explosive temper. He’s going to try to 
give the impression that your behavior 
on the stand supports the accusation 
that you can’t control yourself or you’re 
prone to violence and you acted inap-
propriately. How’s he going to do that? 
By trying to agitate you and lure you 
into demonstrating some kind of physi-
cal or verbal aggression. 

Resist the temptation to fire off a cynical 
remark or an “if looks could kill” kind of 
glance. Don’t point your finger aggres-

sively or squirm in your seat like you can barely restrain 
yourself from jumping the box and strangling the attorney. 
Also avoid getting “cute” with your answers or firing a ques-
tion back at the attorney out of frustration: “What would 
YOU do, Counselor?!”

You know things could get adversarial while you’re on the 
stand, and many times officers’ credibility is the only thing 
defense attorneys have to attack, so prepare yourself ahead 
of time to spot an emotional luring tactic and immediately 
be ready to counter it with calm.

Tips From A Judge For Better 
Courtroom Results
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3. Think like a defense attorney when you write 
your report
McCarthy suggests that you look at your reports through the 
eyes of a defense attorney. Where are the holes? Where are 
the angles of possible attack? What will he lock on to while 
I’m on the stand? 

Make sure your report is as thorough, detailed and iron clad 
as possible, then make sure you’re ready to discuss the issues 
you can predict the defense attorney will bite down on.

4. Remember that it’s OK not to remember
One of the common misconceptions police officers have is 
that they need to have an answer for every question and 
they need to remember everything. That’s not true and it 
can prove dangerous to believe otherwise. 

If you don’t know something or can’t recall specific details 
or events, by all means say so. Trying to fill in memory gaps 
or make up answers can wreck a case and put you in profes-
sional peril. Don’t fabricate. Tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but. 

“Remember, you’re there to perform a job and your job is 
to testify truthfully, accurately and to answer questions 
you can and not to try to answer questions you can’t,” says 
Neville.

5. Be yourself
This may seem obvious, but it’s an area where officers can 
fall in court…particularly younger officers with little court-
room experience. Neville suggests being calm and confident 
but don’t try to look or sound smarter or more self-assured 
than you really are. The impression you may actually be giv-
ing is that you’re faking it or you’re cocky. 

“All of us have different personalities, different ways of 
presenting ourselves, all of us have different ways of filter-
ing information,” he says. “You can’t change who you are as 
a witness. Who you are, that’s how you’re going to be as a 
witness. Be comfortable with that.” 

Talk as you normally would in a professional setting. Don’t 
unload with a sudden wave of lofty vocabulary or heavy 
legal phraseology. Remember that it’s OK to be nervous…
most officers are when they’re called to testify. The jury 
needs to understand you, relate to you and believe you. Be 
yourself. It’s simple, but very important.

“Remember, your job is to convince people that you’re only 
out trying to do the right thing,” says Neville. “You’re doing 
your job. You don’t have a personal stake in whether Joe 
Schmoe goes to jail or doesn’t go to jail. Your personal stake 
is that you did a good job, you handled yourself profession-
ally and your credibility should be accepted.”
Reprinted courtesy of PoliceOne.com
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Legislative Affairs

Dear Members:

The economic problems faced by all Floridians are not only hitting us in our respective 
agencies, but in Tallahassee as well. To put it bluntly, this year’s legislative session has 
been brutal. All of our bills that have fiscal impacts are dead. Moreover, the proposed 
budgets from both the House and Senate contain pay cuts for state employees. Thank-
fully, the legislature does not control the pay of our members in Broward County. How-
ever, they do control our 8-year DROP legislation which, sadly, will not pass this year. 
In preparation for next year’s session, a new actuarial study has been ordered and will 
commence after July 1. The study will not begin prior to July 1st because the state pen-
sion is conducting a study to ascertain whether or not the funding assumptions of FRS are 
sufficient and the DROP study cannot begin until the other one is complete. Additional-
ly, our bill to upgrade the special risk credit from two to three percent appears to be dead 
as well. Adding pension benefits has proved to be quite difficult as of late, because of the 
barrage of negative attacks our pensions have been receiving due to the economy. 

At this point the only PBA bill still alive that impacts us in Broward County is the modi-
fications to the Police Officers’ Bill of Rights. As is customary, we have been experiencing 
opposition from the Sheriff’s Association, who apparently do not want people held ac-
countable to CJSTC for violating our rights. Nevertheless, we are fighting the good fight 
and will do everything possible to pass that bill.   

I would like to thank PBA Representatives Andrew Brooks, Shawn Chadwick, Bob Lahiff 
and Al Xiques for accompanying us to Tallahassee in efforts to pass our bills. As impor-
tant as our Tallahassee lobbying team is, having local PBA Representatives meet with 
their respective legislators is invaluable.   

In Solidarity,

Neil Vaughan
Vice President 
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What’s Up?

Officer of the Year
Officer Jose Vargas, Traffic 
Unit
Officer of the 1st 
Quarter
Officer Scott Groves
Officer of the 2nd 
Quarter
K-9 Officer Craig Rupp & 
K-9 Falco

Officer of the 3rd Quarter
Detective Bonnie Robinson
Officer of the 4th Quarter
Officer Andres Lopez
Medal of Honor
Officer Archibald Pinder 
Chief’s Achievement Award
Officer Scott Kushi 
Life Saving Awards
Detective Humberto Chirino
Officer Valerie Davis
Officer James DeSilva
Officer Robert Goulding
Officer David Light
Officer Kim Panetta
Officer Jared Parke

Officer Robert Powers

Administrative Excellence 
Awards
Sgt. Michael Pazienza
Officer Jeffrey Williams

Pembroke Pines Awards — 2008 Hallandale Beach 
Awards — 2008

These awards were announced on 
March 30. Congratulations!

2008 Police Officer of the Year
Officer Frederick Chidsey 

2008 Supervisor of the Year 
Award
Sergeant Todd Crevier

Life Saving Award                                   
Officer Pedro Martinez
Officer Christopher Taylor
Officer Troy Tortorici

Officer of the 2nd Quarter  
Officer Troy Tortorici
Officer of the 3rd Quarter
Officers Anthony Distefano and Michael McKenzie
Officer of the 4th Quarter
Officer Aaron Smith

Meritorious Service Awards
Sergeant Todd Crevier
Officer Pietro Roccisano
Officer Timothy Church
Sergeant Alan Hatch
Detective Ralph Matias
Detective Alex Villanueva
Captain Thomas Honan
Sergeant Edward Diaz
Sergeant Terrence Thouez
Officer Christopher Grieco
Officer Aaron Smith
Officer Thomas Montellanico
Officer Christopher Taylor
Officer Alexander Rodriguez
Officer Jerome Dolabaille
Officer Josue Hernandez
Officer Richard Icobelli
Officer Edward Grange
Officer John Cameron
Detective Marc Dubuisson

These members received their awards on March 31. 
Congratulations!

Officer Jose Vargas and Pines 
Adminstrative Staff

Right: Scott Kushi

Left: Sgt. Michael 
Pazienza
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Hollywood 
Officer Of The 
Month—
February 2009

Congratulations to Officer 
Ronald Cannella for being 
selected as Hollywood’s Officer of the 

Month for February 2009.

Births

Congratulations to Hollywood 
Sergeants Van & Stephanie 
Szeto on the birth of their daugh-

ter, Sammie, on March 25. Sammie weighed in at 6 lbs., 6 
oz. and was 19 inches long. 

Hallandale Beach officer Marc Dady and his wife, Davie officer Amanda, 
welcomed their first child, Alexia Taylor on March 20. Alexia weighed 
in at 7 lbs.,, 1 oz. and was 20 inches long.

Hollywood detective Sean Keough and his wife, Stephanie, had a baby 
boy, Carson Owen, on April 8. Carson weighed in at 6 lbs., 5 oz.

Welcome to the family, Sammie, Alexia and Carson!

PBA Senior VP Retires From 
Hollywood
Senior Vice President Jeff Marano  recently re-

tired after a long career with the Hollywood 
Police Department.

Last month family, friends and colleagues gathered 
to give him a proper send off.

Congratulations, Jeff!
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Letters & Thanks
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Member Marketplace

Your Ad Here
Broward County PBA 

Members Only
Contact megan@bcpba.org 

for more information
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Do You Know 
These Members?
Here are some members we need updated addresses and 

phone numbers on. If you know one of them, please tell 
him/her to contact Lynn at the PBA at 954/584-7600 or 

via e-mail at: lynn@bcpba.org to update their contact informa-
tion. Thank you for your help!

Stonewall Jackson BSO
Jeff Gilbert Miramar PD 

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)
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