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PBA Endorses 
Crist

Happy Thanksgiving
Hallandale Beach
Declares Impasse
Heated negotiations come 
to a standstill

The City of Hallandale Beach has 
declared impasse in negotiations 
with its police force. The city sent 

a letter to PERC on September 29, in-
forming the commission that bargain-
ing is at a standstill.

The last contract between Hallandale 
Beach and the PBA expired on Sep-
tember 30, 2008. 

Major items at issue include 
double-dippers, pensions, wages, 
union time and part-time officers. 
There are several other points of con-
tention that need to be worked out as well.

Now that impasse has been declared, it remains to be seen whether 
the negotiations will go before a mediator, a special magistrate or be 
otherwise resolved.

Back in June, the PBA protested in front of City Hall, demanding that 
City Manager Mike Good address the issues that their officers have 
been facing.

Florida PBA announces 
support for U.S. Senate bid

Although the primary is still 10 months 
away, the Florida PBA announced 
the endorsement of Charlie Crist for 

United States Senate. The announcement 
came at a press conference on October 19.

According to Florida PBA President John 
Rivera, “Charlie Crist and the Florida PBA 
have had a very long, rich and prosperous 
partnership.” The PBA has backed Crist 
through previous successful campaigns from 
state Senate through governor.

“He stopped hundreds of our officers from 
losing their jobs and he prevented a 2-per-
cent pay cut,” added Rivera. “We made the 
right choice—and we were right.”
Sources: Florida PBA/tampabay.com
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President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

On November 11, our country will observe Veterans Day. In 1921, an 
unknown American soldier killed during World War I was buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery on a hillside overlooking the Potomac 

River and the city of Washington, DC.  Similar ceremonies occurred earlier 
in England and France, where an unknown soldier was buried in each na-
tion’s highest place of honor. These memorial gestures all took place on the 
same day, giving universal recognition to the celebration of the ending of 
World War I fighting: 11 a.m., November 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month). The day became known as “Armistice Day.” 

Armistice Day officially received its name in America in 1926 through a Con-
gressional resolution. It became a national holiday 12 years later by similar 
Congressional action. If the idealistic hope had been realized that World War 
I was “the war to end all wars,” November 11 might still be called Armistice 
Day. But only a few years after the holiday was proclaimed, war broke out 
in Europe. Sixteen and one-half million Americans took part. Four hundred 
seven thousand of them died in service, more than two hundred ninety two 
thousand in battle. 

The first celebration using the term Veterans Day occurred in Birmingham, 
Alabama, in 1947, organized by a World War II veteran, Raymond Weeks. In 
1954, Congress passed the bill that President Eisenhower signed proclaiming 
November 11 as Veterans Day. 

The focal point for the official national ceremony for Veterans Day is the 
memorial amphitheater built around the Tomb of the Unknowns. At 11 a.m. 
on November 11, a combined color guard representing all military services 
executes “Present Arms” at the tomb. The nation’s tribute to its war dead is 
symbolized by the laying of the presidential wreath. The bugler plays “Taps.” 

On this day let us remember the sacrifices of all those who fought so valiant-
ly—on the seas, in the air and on foreign shores—to preserve our heritage of 
freedom. 

November is also the season to be thankful for all we have and to hope for 
future success and happiness, despite our current economic situation. Please 
enjoy your family and friends and have a wonderful Thanksgiving. I would 
like to thank each and every one of you and your families for your sacrifices, 
your hard work and the risks you take. Please be safe. 
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Make Sure Your 
Family Is Taken 
Care Of

Update your death benefit card 
today

If you’ve changed your marital status lately, you need 
to update your information with the PBA. If anything 
happens to you, benefits will be paid to the person 

named on the signed card we have on file. If that was three spouses ago, 
they still will be paid. Maybe it’s about time you checked your benefi-
ciary.

You will need to either come into the PBA office and pick up a new 
card or contact us via the Web site or telephone and have us send you 
one. Fill it out, sign it and get it back to us ASAP so we can record it.

Have you filled this out lately?

Even if you’ve updated your information with 
your agency, you need to do it again with 
us. The agencies do not contact us with your 
changes.

Please make sure your information is up-to-
date. Protect your family.

BSO’s Jail System 
Named Best In The 
Country

The National Commission on Correctional Health Care (NCCHC) 
presented the BSO Department of detention it’s Facility of the 
Year Award at their national convention in Orlando on October 

19. 

The Commission presents the award to only 
one facility or system each year. The winner is 
selected from among the 500 jails, prisons and 
juvenile confinement facilities that participate 
in NCCHC’s accreditation program.

The accreditation surveyors and committee 
commended BSO on consistently demonstrating 

excellence in health service delivery, correctional 
health care professionalism and a commitment to 

continuity of services.

The BSO system is the 12th largest local jail system in the United States 
and the second largest to earn national accreditation from the NCCHC.
Source: justnews.com

We’re looking for 
your ideas

Submit them to 
megan@bcpba.org
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Davie 
Considers 
A Move To 
BSO

The town of Davie is looking into the 
potential cost savings of contracting 
police and fire services with Broward 

Sheriff’s Office.

Emergency services account for more of 
70 perfect of the town’s budget. Under the 
current contract, some officers in Davie will 
get a 13.7 percent raise this year. Earlier this 
year the Davie Town Council rejected layoffs 
to balance the budget, opting instead to raise 
taxes.

In order for the change to take place, it 
would need to be put to a vote by Davie 
residents.
Source: Sun-Sentinel

PBA Lobby Getting 
A Makeover
Memorial wall in progress

If you’ve been in the PBA 
offices lately, you’ll notice 
some changes. The memo-

rial wall we commissioned to 
honor fallen Broward County 
LEOs is currently being 
painted.

Stephen Williams, son of Dave 
Williams, a retired lieutenant 
from Sunrise, has taken over 
the PBA lobby as he crafts the 
mural, which will bear the 
names of the officers.

The piece is based on the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial in Washington, 
DC. The centerpiece will be 
a rendering of one of the lion 
statues at the Washington 

site. The lion is meant to symbolize 
courage and valor.

The wall was scheduled to be 
complete by the end of October. 
At press time (mid-October), it was 
still in progress. Look for pictures 
of the completed project in the 
December issue.

Stephen hard at work

Clarification
In our October issue, we announced that 

the $10,000 no-cost insurance policy 
offered by the Broward PBA is available 

only to PBA members. This refers to ac-
tive members only; retired members are not 
eligible.

We apologize for any confusion this may 
have caused.

Membership information is available at the 
PBA office and on our Web site at bcpba.org.
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Your Help Is 
Requested
Slain trooper’s family wants your support

On August 18, 1987, twenty-eight-year-old Florida Highway Patrol 
Trooper Jeffrey Young pulled over a vehicle on I-75 in Manatee 
County. Minutes later, he was shot, point-blank, in the face by 

Daniel Burns Jr.  Young died before help could ar-
rive. Burns was later caught, tried and sentenced to 
death for the murder.

Twenty-two years later, Burns still sits on death 
row and is still appealing his sentence. Trooper 
Young’s widow and daughter would like to peti-
tion Governor Crist to end the appeals and expe-
dite Burns’ execution. They are asking you to sign 
the petition at www.gopetition.com/petitions/the-
execution-of-daniel-burns.html.

Trooper Jeffery Young

Senator Carey Baker Named “Law 
Enforcement Officer Champion”

The Florida PBA has named Florida Senator Carey Baker its “Law 
Enforcement Officer Champion” for 2009. 
The award is given each year to the leg-

islator whose record demonstrates “devotion to 
service, personal integrity and professional values 
embodied by Florida’s law enforcement officers.” 

PBA President John Rivera praised Senator Baker’s 
record. Said Rivera,  “Senator Carey Baker has 
spent his legislative career advocating for causes 
to preserve the benefits and protect the rights of 
Florida’s law enforcement officers and their fami-
lies. This past legislative session, Senator Baker 
proved once again the he is a man of principle and 
a leader in public service.”

“I am honored to be recognized by the Florida 
Police Benevolent Association as a ‘Law Enforce-
ment Officer Champion,” said Baker. “As a solider in the Florida National 

L to R: Marty Premo, Central Florida PBA, David Murrell, 
Florida PBA, Senator Carey Baker, John Rivera, Florida 
PBA and John Park, Central Florida PBA

Guard, I have a deep appreciation for the 
men and women who 
are willing to put their 
lives on the line to 
protect us all from those 
who would do us harm.”

Senator Baker represents 
portions of Marion, 
Sumter, Lake, Volusia 
and Seminole counties 
and is currently running 
for Commissioner of 
Agriculture.



November 2009The Broward Centurion

7bcpba.org



November 2009The Broward Centurion

8

From The Editor

It’s the time of the year when we sit down with family and close friends 
and give thanks for everything and everyone we have.

Counting blessings can be difficult in the midst of a very trying year, but 
that is exactly when we need to do it most. 

This is an excellent time to begin new traditions or to 
revive old ones. Traditions give us a comfort in that they 
are something we can always count on, even in uncertain 
times.

A couple of ideas for starting a new Thanksgiving tradition 
with your kids, courtesy of Woman’s Day magazine:  

Make a paper tree, complete with leaves. On each leaf, •	
write something that you are thankful for. Keep a sup-
ply of extra leaves so everyone can add to it.

Have your kids chose one food they are most thankful for, then help •	
them purchase and prepare that food to be served at Thanksgiving. Re-
member, they can choose any food they want, no matter how weird!

Now is the time to build on the things that are important. Many of us are 
luckier than most. We have jobs and the recession  hasn’t been much more 

than an on-paper drop in our retirement 
accounts that will, with luck, come back up 
over time. But there are some of us who have 
borne the brunt of  the shaky economy or 
have simply run into their share of the  hard-

ships we all face at some 
point in our lives.

This year especially, we 
should all count our bless-
ings and while we’re gath-
ered with our loved ones, 
remember others who 
aren’t so lucky.

From all of us at the Bro-
ward County PBA, have a 

happy and healthy Thanksgiving.

Ninety-nine percent of the 
respondents ensure that body 
armor is available to officers. In 
1993, that figure was only about 
82 percent.

But the report finds that exist-
ing policies and practices could 
improve by helping to ensure 
that officer actually use body 
armor as much as possible and 
that more thorough controls on 
fitting, maintenance and inspec-
tion of the armor be imple-
mented.

Fifty-nine percent of the sur-
veyed agencies actually require 

Survey: Only 59% Of Police Agencies 
Require Body Armor Use
A survey by the Washington, 

DC-based Police Executive 
Research Forum (PERF) finds 

that while nearly all law enforcement 
agencies report that they provide body 
armor to their officers, only 59 per-
cent of them actually require officers 
to wear that armor at least some of the 
time.

The survey was conducted in partner-
ship with the Justice Department’s 
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA). A 
large, nationally representative sample 
of law enforcement agencies were 
questioned. Eighty percent of those 
contacted responded for a total of 782 
agencies participating.

that body armor be worn at least some of 
the time, and the armor that is provided 
usually does not protect against rifle or 
armor-piercing bullets. Additionally, 
supplemental trauma plates for the torso are 
only issued by 29 percent of the responding 
agencies.

Supplemental protection, such as enhanced 
training, could help lower the number of 
officer killed by shots to the head, neck and 
torso (through open side or shoulder panels 
or above or below the vest). 

Read the entire survey at www.ojp.usdoj.
gov/pdf/perf_bodyarmor.pdf.
Source: National Law Enforcement Officer Memorial 
Fund



The bullet entered the trunk of the 
Mitsubishi and went through the seats 
and lodged in Ortega’s heart.
Source; Bay Area New Group/San Jose Mercury 
News

Visalia, Calif. — A high-speed 
chase was thwarted after a carjacked 
SVU was disabled by GM’s OnStar 
service. 

As officers pursued the vehicle, gearing 
up for a high-speed chase, OnStar op-
erators sent a command to the vehicle 
that electronically disabled the gas 
pedal, making it impossible for the car 
to keep moving. It gradually came to a 
halt. The thief got out and ran, but was 
quickly apprehended.

Police notified OnStar of the sto-
len SUV shortly after the theft was 
reported by the owner. The entire 
process took 16 minutes. It was the first 
time since its introduction in the 2009 
model year that the OnStar service had 
been offering the ability to disable the 
gas pedal has been used.
Source: Associated Press

Slidell, La. — Police are looking for 
a man who broke into a home wearing 
nothing but a smile and then took a 
shower, made dinner and then left with 
a single item: A white bed sheet.

The incident occurred at about 1 a.m. 
and was captured on the homeowner’s 
video surveillance system.

Clinton, Ill. — A Clinton police 
officer was fired for viewing hard-core 
pornography on his patrol car com-
puter.

The city’s police and fire commission 
voted unanimously to terminate Billy 
E. Hurst. According to the ruling, 
Hurst viewed a total of 27 hours of 
hard-core porn on city-owned mobile 
data terminals.

Hurst filed a motion arguing that city 
officials violated eavesdropping laws 
by collecting the information from 
the patrol car terminal. The motion 
was dismissed. Hurst, a 15-year vet-
eran of the department was previously 
discipline for exposing himself in a 
local bar. 
Source: The Pantagraph (Bloomington, Il-
linois)

San Mateo, Calif.— A San Mateo 
police detective was cleared of any 
wrongdoing after he tripped and ac-
cidentally shot a suspect in the heart, 
nearly killing him.

The San Mateo County District At-
torney will not charge Detective Kurt 
Rodenspeil for accidentally shooting 
Joseph Ortega.

Ortega slammed his car into another 
car which was carrying police officers 
serving a drug search warrant on a 
passenger in Ortega’s car. Rodenspiel 
believed that Ortega had intentionally 
assaulted the officers with a deadly 
weapon and grabbed his department-
issued MP5, which had the safety off. 
As the detective approached Ortega’s 
Mitsubishi, he stumbled on the curb 
and the weapon discharged.
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Law Enforcement News
The man initially used a garden hose 
to rinse off in the driveway, then 
knocked on the front door. When no 
one answered, he went around back 
and broke a window to gain entry into 
the home. He ransacked the house, 
cooked a meal, had a few drinks and 
then took a shower before wrapping 
himself in the sheet and walking out 
the front door.
Source: wapt.com

Sheboygan, Wis — A woman 
stripped in front of her children in an 
attempt to avoid being arrested for 
shoplifting.

Julia E. Laack, 36, allegedly stole a bag 
of beef jerky and a lighter from a con-
venience store. When police arrived at 
her home, she refused to come to the 
door and could be heard screaming 
at her children, blaming one for the 
incident.

Police entered the  home and tried to 
calm Laak down. She stripped down, 
in front of her children, telling the of-
ficers they couldn’t arrest her because 
she was naked.When they attempted 
to make the arrest, she resisted, 
kicking one officer in the groin and 
spitting in another’s mouth. Once in 
custody, Laack mooned the arresting 
officers through the rear window of 
the patrol car.

Ms. Laack’s preliminary blood -alcohol 
was .112. She was charged with felony 
battery of a peace officer, resisting 
an officer, shoplifting  and disorderly 
conduct.
Source: The Associated Press
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Weddings • Birthdays • Reunions • Retirements

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

For reservations, call 954.584.7600

2901 SW 26th Terrace • Dania Beach
(behind the PBA office)

Special Rates For 
PBA Members

Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Hollywood Officers Of The 
Month

Congratulations to detectives Ronald Can-
nella and Paul Scheel for being named 
Officers of the Month for August 2009.

Detectives Canella and Scheel were recognized at 
an awards ceremony at Hollywood commission chambers on 
October 21.

Births

Congratulations to 
BSO deputy Wil-
liam Hanks and his 

wife, Kathleen, on the birth of their son, 
Colin David, on October 19. Colin weighed in at 
8 lbs., 12 oz. and was 20 inches long. Colin joins 
two big brothers, Aiden and Michael, in the Hanks 
family. 
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Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members
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