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After anticipating yet another delay for a 
commission vote on the police services con-
tract between the city of Pompano Beach 

and the Broward Sheriff’s Office, the city finally 
voted to approve a new contract with the Sheriff 
to continue to provide the police services to the 
city. The city was prepared to have the second and 
final reading on the new contract on Tuesday, July 
13th. The proposed contract passed the first reading 
in late June by a 4 – 2 margin after over a year of 
negotiations.

Just prior to taking the final vote, rumor had it that 
one of the commissioners who had previously voted 
to support the contract, wanted to hold off taking the 
final vote until September which could have pushed 
it into October. This would have kept the PBA mem-
bership in limbo concerning the future of their em-
ployment. This commissioner was going to change his 
“yes” vote to a “no” if the commission was not willing 
to delay the final vote. 

The PBA, along with BSO, has been working for the past 17 long 
months of negotiations to keep BSO in Pompano. President Pat 
Hanrahan, who worked for the Pompano Beach Police Depart-
ment before it merged with BSO, has continually used his long-
time contacts to engage city officials during this entire process. 
When another commissioner indicated that he might vote in 
support of the contract if an attitude survey was conducted, 
President Hanrahan said that the PBA would be willing to do 
the survey, explaining how the PBA conducts secret ballot vot-
ing according to the State of Florida’s Public Employees Rela-
tions Commission Rules.

PBA Helps Keep BSO In Pompano
With the possibility of an-
other delay and more months 
of negotiations looming, 
the PBA and BSO worked 
together in a last-ditch at-
tempt to make Tuesday’s city 
commission meeting the last 
and final meeting. In the 
end, with BSO assuring the 
commission that the Sheriff 
was not opposed to a survey, 
the four-year contract was 
passed by a 4 -2 margin, 
with the two commission-

ers each changing their 
vote .
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President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

Pompano Beach has finally approved the police services contract with BSO. 
On behalf of the PBA, I would first like to thank all the citizens and busi-
ness people who came to commission meetings time and time again to 

show and voice their support for the men and women at BSO. Next, thanks to 
the men and women of BSO, the PBA Reps, the PBA members and their families 
who attended meetings, passed out flyers, walked door to door and encouraged 
people to attend meetings. I would also like to thank Sheriff Al Lamberti and all 
of BSO for their help. Finally, thanks the Pompano Beach City Commission (all 
of them) and the City employees for their assistance.

As cities and the county prepare to complete their budgets, they are struggling 
with projections of shortfalls and the uncertainty of the future. They seek cost 
containment and stability. Where do they look to solve their problems? Public 
safety pay, benefits and pensions. They forget that these benefits were deemed 
necessary to maintain a competitive workforce and to prevent employees from 
seeking better opportunities after incurring huge costs for recruiting and train-
ing. They seek a quick fix to today’s problems by attacking our pay, benefits and 
pensions. Good public policy creates a sound, successful workforce which fosters 
loyalty, stability and productivity. Every elected official says public safety is the 
number one priority of government. It’s time to see if they mean it.   

In the President’s Letter last month, I reported that Debbie Reggio and I testified 
at John Gombos’ (who brutally murdered Deputy Joseph Conte) parole hearing 
and it appeared he would be getting out in February 2011. I forgot to mention 
and thank BSO Lt. V. Carrol and ASA Stephanie Newman who also attended 
and testified. I recently received word from the parole commission that Gombos’ 
Presumptive Parole Release Date has been delayed until July 2011.

We’ve told you about the difficulties the PBA encountered in this year’s legisla-
tive session and the potentially devastating legislation that was proposed. We 
are facing similar difficulties on the local level. It is time to hold elected officials 
accountable. You will be receiving a list of PBA endorsed candidates. The PBA 
will be recommending that you, your family and friends vote for the PBA candi-
dates. We support those who support us.

Remember to keep those who are serving in the United States Armed Forces 
in your thoughts and prayers and also pause for a moment to remember those 
brave souls who have not yet returned home –POW, MIA, KIA. 

Since 1972, the Broward County PBA has been the “Voice of Law Enforcement.” 
We are proud to represent each and every one of you who is brave enough, 
proud enough and strong enough to wear the badge. You are among the best 
in Broward County and throughout the State of Florida and the nation. I thank 
each of you and your families for your sacrifices, your hard work and the risks 
you take.
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Executive Board

Board of  Directors
BSO (Support)

Paul Weiss
BSO – At Large (LE)

Michael Joseph Catalano
Ian Doriot
Pete Geary

Robert Lahiff
Jay Leiner
Lee Martin

Jim Pendergast
Rich Pisanti

Jeff Poole
BSO – District (LE)

Joseph Achilarre
Craig Bachan
Matt Baldwin

Christopher Bradley
Alex Briz

Joseph Capua
Kelli Covet

James Demato
Rich Engels
Dean Mirra

Robert Petoskey
Osvaldo Tianga 
Jerry Vosburgh

Eric Weiner
BSO (Lts)

Linda Canada-Stuck
Broward Schools 
Investigative Unit

Gary Rowe
Bobby Spence - Alt. 

Coconut Creek
Dan Eberly

Jason Kohlhorst
Coconut Creek (Sgts)

Curt Cuddeback
Hallandale Beach

 Gary McVey
Michel Michel

Alex Vera
Ralph Matias - Alt.

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark
Hollywood

Steven Bolger
Chris Christianson

Billy Ferguson
Keith Wadsworth

Wilbur Fernander - Alt.
Lighthouse Point

Daniel James
Laura Tyler

Margate (Spvrs)
Andy Zettek

Miramar
Wayne Dunlap

Marc Greenstein
George Mankowski

Ro Durney - Alt.
Adam Lerner - Alt.

Pembroke Pines
Andrew Brooks

Adam Feiner 
Al Xiques

Sea Ranch Lakes
James O’Brien

Mike Tarr - Alt.
Sunrise

John Jaslowski
Sunrise (Lts)

Bob Dorn
Wilton Manors

Shawn Chadwick
Grant Gundle

Frank Pilewski

Welcome 
New Members
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Charter Secretary
Linda

Receptionist/Membership
Lynn

Secretary/Detail Coordinator
Kim

Legal Assistant 
Maryann

Communications Director
Megan

Information Technology
Chris 

Office 
Staff

Senior Vice President
Jeff Marano

Vice President
Neil Vaughan

Treasurer
Debbie Reggio

Secretary
Rodney Skirvin

General Counsel
Barbara Duffy

Assistant General Counsel
Claudia I. Estrada

Immediate Past President
Dick Brickman

President
Patrick Hanrahan

Retired

Anthony C. Blackiston Margate
Frank Canales BSO
Jennifer M. Harding Hallandale Beach
Michael J. Mellides Hallandale Beach
Gregory Small BSO

David Boros 

Reinstated

Maryann Lettieri* Sea Ranch Lakes
Derrick Madry HRS

*Need an updated address for this member



August 2010The Broward Centurion

4

Political Action
Reps and Executive Board making connections to benefit our members

We are constantly emphasizing the importance 
of establishing and maintaining relationships 
with political candidates and elected officials 
in order to have allies in government when is-
sues arise that affect our membership.

During this political season, your reps and 
Executive Board have been and will continue 
to reach out to lawmakers, whether they are 
local, state or federal.

Alex Sink, Florida 
CFO and Candidate 

for Governor

Broward County Comissioner Albert 
Jones, Candidate for Broward 
County Commission

Florida Senator Dave 
Aronberg, Candidate for 
Florida Attorney General

Florida 
Representative

 Lorainne Ausley, 
Candidate for 
Florida CFO
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I’m involved in contract negotiations from Marco 
Island in south Florida to Lake City located at the 
intersection of I-75 and I-10 in North Florida. I 

work as the Chief Negotiator or as my esteemed col-
league Jim Spearing puts it “I’m slithering along the back wall” working 
the back channels trying to help a bargaining unit close the deal at the 
negotiating table.

During these current rounds of negotiations throughout the state, it has 
become abundantly clear that a lot of our bargaining units are upside 
down in their local politics. If you couple that with the current eco-
nomic environment we’re negotiating in, it creates the perfect storm 
for the employer. 

Employers at every level of government are using this storm to demand 
massive across the board reductions in everything from base pay to the 
complete destruction of your pensions! 

The solution to the “Perfect Storm” is political. You’ve got to 
be able to count a simple majority on the council, commis-
sion, or committee that holds the purse strings that impact 
your bargaining unit. If you’re in a deputy bargaining unit, 
the sheriff has to know that you’re a viable player in local 
politics, able to impact their run for office as well.  
 
If you don’t act on anything else in this edition of the Roll 
Call, decide that, from this day forward, you and your fellow 
bargaining unit members are going to be involved in every 
local political race that impacts your bargaining unit’s ability 
to improve or protect the wages, benefits, and working con-
ditions you currently enjoy.

Now I know what some of you are thinking, “Isn’t that what 
the PBA is supposed to do?” The answer is that, while the 
Florida PBA headquartered in Tallahassee has a firm grip on 
the politics of the Florida Legislature and statewide office 
holders, it relies on you, the individual bargaining units 
within the various chapters of the PBA, to make the deci-
sions about your local politics.  The Florida PBA is ready to 
assist you in the research and screening of local candidates 
for public office.  However, ultimately, you will decide who 
to endorse locally.

The most important thing to remember is that your group’s 
involvement shouldn’t end with your chapter’s letter of 
endorsement and a check from your chapter’s political ac-
tion account. To guarantee long term political success, you 
have to take the necessary next step and become intimately 
involved in your candidate’s run for office.  A group’s ability 
to mobilize volunteers in order to go door to door, work the 
phone lines, or waving a candidate’s sign at busy intersec-
tions are examples of the things every candidate needs to 
ensure a successful run for office.

You’ll know you’ve arrived when potential 
candidates start seeking you out prior to de-
claring for a specific office, knowing that your 
endorsement is an integral part of what they 
need to mount a successful campaign.

Sounds like a lot of work doesn’t it? It is! 
However, the impact on your bargaining unit 
will be priceless. Get started today, building 
for a better tomorrow by contacting your PBA 
Chapter President, identifying those offices 
that need to be screened in your areas. 

PBA Bargaining Units Take Notice:
by Jim Wiggins, Director of  Organizational Services, Florida PBA

Hallandale Beach 
Contract Update

On July 8th, the PBA and the City of Hal-
landale Beach went to an impasse meeting 
to resolve some of the issues that have been 

stalling contract negotiations.

The meeting resulted in a 3% COLA and a set of 
imposed pension changes, which include lowering 
the member contribution from 10% to 9.5% and no 
longer treating special duty details as pensionable.

Additionally, the guaranteed rate of return for the 
DROP will be removed.

The changes are pending ratification by the mem-
bership.

Thank you to attorney Mike Braverman for doing  
an outstanding job representing our members.

The PBA and the city will be returning to the table 
shortly to reopen negotiations for a future agree-
ment.
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Legislative Affairs

Dear Members,

S        ubsequent to my letter in last month’s Centurion, we conducted our final political 
screenings for the primary election. Listed below are our most recent endorsements for 
the Broward County Commission and School Board. 

PBA Endorsements 
County Commission
Ken Keechl  District 4
Sue Gunzburger District 6
Barbara Sharief  District 8
Al Jones  District 9

School Board
Ann Murray  District 1
Patti Good  District 2
Laurie Rich Levinson District 6
Nora Rupert  District 7
Jennifer Gottlieb District 8

As I mentioned last month, our members as well as their friends and family are vital to our 
success on Election Day. Prior to the primary election, we will be mailing the membership 
a special edition of the Centurion with all of the applicable endorsements for that election. 
Please vote on August 24, 2010 and vote for the candidates endorsed by the PBA.                

In Solidarity,

Neil Vaughan 
Vice President 
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Help Kids In Need
Arby’s teams with member’s organization to raise 
funds to help sick kids

Eight Broward County Arby’s locations are raising 
funds for the Embrace Life Children’s Founda-
tion (ELCF), a charity founded by BSO Detec-

tive Ben Koos and his wife, Carolyne.

Crystal Bridge, Inc., the company that owns and 
operates the Arby’s franchises, have agreed to host 
a fundraising effort from August 16 through Sep-
tember 30. During this period, the restaurants will 
accept $1 donations on behalf of ELCF. One hun-
dred percent of these donations will be given to the 
Foundation.

The proceeds will be used to buy therapeutic toys, 
games and electronics for terminally ill and dis-
abled children in South Florida.

ELCF is dedicated to putting smiles on the faces 
of sick or disable children and making their day a little brighter. The 
Kooses founded the charity after the loss of their son to a rare neurological dis-
ease.

To participate in this fundraiser, 
visit the following Arby’s Broward 
County locations:

12901 West Sunrise Blvd., Sunrise
590 University Drive, Coral Springs
1851 N. University Drive, Plantation
1720 E. Sunrise Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale
3780 N. Federal Hwy., Lighthouse 
Point
924 NW 62nd St., Ft. Lauderdale
820 W. Sample Rd., Pompano Beach
619 N. State Road 7, Margate

For more information on the Embrace 
Life Children’s Foundation, visit em-
bracelifechidlrensfoundation.com. If 
you’d like to donate your time or have 
something else to contribute, contact 
Ben Koos at 954-608-2779 or Linda  
Brown at 954-288-7201.

Agency-Issued Phones Subject To Search
U.S. Supreme Court rules seizure a non-violation of  Fourth Amendment

If you have an agency-issued pager or 
cell, be careful what you say or text. 
The United State Supreme 

Court has ruled that these 
devices  can be accessed by the 
issuing agency without violat-
ing your Fourth Amendment 
Rights.

The case, City of Ontario V. 
Quon, centered around text-
enabled pagers issued to officers 
by the city. When informed 
that the monthly limit had been 
exceeded for several months run-
ning, the police department investi-
gated whether or not the monthly limit 

was too low. Transcripts were given 
to the department. These showed 

that Officer Quon was sending 
many non-work-related texts, 
including sexually explicit 
ones, during his on-duty 
hours. Texts sent when he 
was off-duty were removed 
from the investigation.

Quon was subsequently 
disciplined for violating the 
department’s rules. He filed 
suit, claiming the search vio-

lated his Fourth Amendment 
rights as well as the federal Stored 
Communications Act (ACT).

The Court ruled that, in this case, the 
search was reasonable and therefore 
did not violate Quon’s rights. As long 
as the search is motivated by a “le-
gitimate work-related purpose” and 
is not “excessive in scope,” no Fourth 
Amendment violation occurred.

The bottom line is, unless you’re using 
your personal device, watch what you 
say. 
Source: Florida PBA
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What’s Up?
Hollywood News

Awards, Etc.

Officer Joseph Pendergrast was selected Of-
ficer of the Month for May 2010. He was 

recognized at the Awards Presentation Meeting 
at city hall on  July 21.

Lieutenant David Strauss was selected as the State 
of Florida Class 6A Coach of the Year by Miracle Sports. Dave 
coached the West Broward High School Girl’s Softball team to the 
Regional Finals.

Detective Chris Christianson, Officer Gregg Forsyth, Detective 
Eddie Goldbach and Brad Kantor won the Annual Hollywood 
PBA Golf Tournament at the Hillcrest Country Club.  The four-
some won on a tiebreaker with a 120 yard eagle by Chris Chris-
tianson.

Police Olympics Results

Officer Steve Bolger playing on the Coral Gables Police Depart-
ment team won a Gold Medal in Men’s Soccer.

Detective Robert Alfano received a Gold Medal in Saturday & 
Sunday’s Bass Fishing Tournament.  He caught 7 fish which 
weighed a total 44 lbs.

Officer Sean Gerber received a Gold Medal in the Bench Press for 
lifting an astounding 345 lbs.

Officer Geni Burts received the following: a Gold Medal and set a 
new record for 400 Free Style, a Gold Medal for 100 Free Style, a 
Gold Medal and set a new record for the 200 Individual Medley, 
a Gold Medal and set a new record for the 200 Free Style Relay, a 
Gold Medal and set a new record for the 200 Free Style and MVP 
Trophy for the Women’s 18-29 Division.

Retired Assistant Chief Mark May received a Gold Medal in Golf
Sergeant Jeff Devlin received a Silver Medal in Golf
Jeff and Mark received a Gold Medal as a team in Golf.

Lt. Karen Zorsky, Lt. Boris Millares, Detectives Jamie Callari, Peg-
gy Smires, Cheri Stetkar, Officers Desiree Daniels, Bryan Kalish, 
Chris Pichardo, Raul Toledo, Officer Larry Diaco from Pembroke 
Pines, Officer Amy Wetzel from Plantation, along with several 
others received the Bronze Medal in Co-ed Softball.



1st Place—Michael Danis
2nd Place—Christine Trimpler
3rd Place—Rachel Weatherford
4th Place—John Baker 
5th Place—Joseph Kratz
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PBA Scholarship Recipients

We had 21 applicants apply for scholarships this year 
and we are very happy to announce that all of our 
applicants received some money.  

I would like to thank Matthew Oppedisano from The Legend 
Group for sponsoring our first place winner and Mr. Richard 
Applefeld for sponsoring our second place winner. I would 
also like to thank the Scholarship Committee for reading the 
submitted essays, Ms  Barbara Duffy— PBA General Counsel, 
Mr. Grant Gundle— Wilton Manors Representative and Ms 
Joyce Shepherd— BSO Support.

It is refreshing every year to see these young adults move 
forward in life with their perspective careers.  

Congratulations to everyone who participated; we are very 
proud of you all. 

by Debbie Reggio, Treasurer and Scholarship Committee Chairperson

Top: Joseph Kratz and family 
with Debbie Reggio

Right: Matthew Oppedisano 
and George Danis, Michael’s 

dad

Above: Christine Trimpler and family 
with Debbie Reggio

Right: Rachel Weatherford and family 
with Debbie Reggio

Above: John Baker and family with 
Debbie
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Winner Thank Yous
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Member Marketplace

2501 NW 34th Place, Suite 27
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Office: 954-971-1018
Fax: 954-971-1019

Kevin Bolling, President
Cell: 954-520-5087
nttinc@yahoo.com

• Silk Screening 
• Numbering 

• Custom Work 
• Personalized Gifts
• Fundraising Items

20% Off For 
PBA Members

NTTINotice That Tee, Inc.

Custom-Made 
Die Cast Metal 
Modelss

Paul Weiss
954-497-0400

1:26 Scale
Case Included
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)
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