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Happy Holidays
Hollywood Members Hold Boycott
Officers skip awards meetings in protest of  city’s actions

Hollywood officers are using mandatory furlough 
days to skip monthly award meetings held at City 
Hall in protest of recent actions by the city com-

mission.

The city declared financial urgency in Sep-
tember, after the PBA agreed to a number of 
concessions designed to bridge a budget gap, 
including 70 hours of furlough per officer, a 
reduced COLA and other reductions in benefits. 
The sacrifices were made to avoid laying off 77 
fellow officers.

Members were blind-sided by the financial 
urgency declaration and are upset at the way 
they have been treated by the city during this 
process, including the threats of layoffs.

Officers chosen as Officer of the Month are 
avoiding the monthly awards meetings by 
taking their furlough days to coincide with them. Mem-
bers feel it is hypocritical of the commission to commend 
them for their hard work, pose for pictures with them and 
pretend to show appreciation when they act as if police of-
ficers were a disposable commodity.

Part of the new agreement between the PBA and Hol-
lywood  includes the removal of the monthly cell phone 
stipend. Officers are also protesting by refusing to use their 
cell phones for city business.

“We’re sending a message to 
the city,” says PBA Senior Vice 
President Jeff Marano, “that 
we’re not going to let them 
threaten our livelihoods like it 
was nothing. There are people 
involved here, not just figures on 
a page.”
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 writer’s true name and 
 address.
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President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

The elections are over; it’s time to move on. Rick Scott is governor and the Repub-
licans are in control of the state government. We did not endorse Scott based on 
his plans to cut government in a way we deemed dangerous to our members and 

public safety. We will work with the governor so long as it does not affect our members 
adversely; we will be fighting against anything that harms our members or their fami-
lies.

Governor-elect Scott, in a November 18 speech to the Florida Council of 100 (some of 
Florida’s most powerful business leaders), called pension costs for state and local govern-
ments a “ticking fiscal time bomb.” He compared the state of Florida to a business spend-
ing too much on “overhead” which needs to cut back on its overall number of employ-
ees. Scott said, “We can certainly reduce the state work force by 5% without affecting 
the quality of service delivered.” According to the state’s own data from 2008, Florida 
has the second-to-lowest amount of state workers per capita and the lowest payroll cost 
per resident in the nation. Scott also continued to advocate that those enrolled in FRS 
need to start contributing as much as 6% annually to their pensions. He again defended 
his plan to slash the state’s prison budget, saying “prison staff should be paid as well as, 
but not better, than comparable private sector employees.” He also wants to “rework” 
health care benefits for state workers.

To help shrink state government, the new leaders of the Legislature have brought in a 
stable of advisers at six-figure salaries as reported by the St. Pete Times/Miami Herald. In 
the House, incoming Speaker Dean Cannon has given salaries of at least $100,000 to 28 
staffers. In the Senate, 33 will earn six figures under incoming President Mike Harido-
polos. This in a state where state employees have endured five years without a cost-of-
living increase.

As a new year approaches, the things that stand out to me about 2010 were the legis-
lative session in which the PBA fought against unfavorable legislation attacking our 
member’s pensions and benefits; the long days and nights in Pompano Beach, which 
eventually kept the city with BSO; the County budget, which for the first time was not 
passed until after the State deadline; and the November elections.

This year 320 new names were added to the National Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial, representing officers who were killed in the line of duty during 2009 as well as 
LEOs who have died in years past. Eight of these heroes were from Florida. The Bro-
ward County PBA’s memorial wall, located in our lobby, was completed this year. Never 
forget our fallen brothers and sisters.

Remember to keep those who are serving in the United States Armed Forces in your 
thoughts and prayers and also pause a moment to remember those brave souls who have 
not yet returned home – POW, MIA, KIA.

Since 1972, the Broward County PBA has been the “Voice of Law Enforcement”. We are 
proud to represent each and every one of you who is brave enough, proud enough and 
strong enough to wear the badge. You are among the best in Broward County, the State 
of Florida and the nation. I thank each of you and your families for your sacrifices, your 
hard work and the risks you take.

Enjoy your holidays.



The Broward Centurion

Executive Board

Board of  Directors
BSO (Support)

Paul Weiss
BSO – At Large (LE)

Michael Joseph Catalano
Ian Doriot
Pete Geary

Robert Lahiff
Jay Leiner
Lee Martin

Jim Pendergast
Rich Pisanti

Jeff Poole
BSO – District (LE)

Joseph Achilarre
Matt Baldwin

Christopher Bradley
Alex Briz

Joseph Capua
Kelli Covet

James Demato
Rich Engels
Dean Mirra

Robert Petoskey
Osvaldo Tianga 
Jerry Vosburgh

Eric Weiner
BSO (Lts)

Linda Canada-Stuck
Broward Schools 
Investigative Unit

Kathleen Andersen
Richard Orzech - Alt. 

Coconut Creek
Dan Eberly

Jason Kohlhorst
Coconut Creek (Sgts)

Kirk Carlson
Hallandale Beach

Marc Dady
Ed Diaz

Ed McGovern
Thomas Montellanico - Alt.

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark
Hollywood

Steven Bolger
Chris Christianson

Billy Ferguson
Keith Wadsworth

Wilbur Fernander - Alt.
Lighthouse Point

Chris Oh
Carmen Roldan
Margate (Spvrs)

Andy Zettek
Miramar

Wayne Dunlap
Marc Greenstein

George Mankowski
Ro Durney - Alt.

Adam Lerner - Alt.
Pembroke Pines
Andrew Brooks

Adam Feiner 
Chris Grant

Sea Ranch Lakes
Fred Hofer

Mike Tarr - Alt.
Sunrise

John Jaslowski
Sunrise (Lts)

Bob Dorn
Wilton Manors

Shawn Chadwick
Grant Gundle

Frank Pilewski

Welcome 
New Members

December 2010

3bcpba.org

Charter Secretary
Linda

Receptionist/Membership
Lynn

Secretary/Detail Coordinator
Kim

Legal Assistant 
Maryann

Communications Director
Megan

Information Technology
Chris 

Office 
Staff

Senior Vice President
Jeff Marano

Vice President
Neil Vaughan

Treasurer
Debbie Reggio

Secretary
Rodney Skirvin

General Counsel
Barbara Duffy

Assistant General Counsel
Claudia I. Estrada

Immediate Past President
Dick Brickman

President
Patrick Hanrahan

Reinstated

Joseph Cabrera  Pembroke Pines PD
Joseph Diskin  BSO
Osvaldo Gomez  Miramar PD
Jonathon McEvoy  Miramar PD
Simone L. Payne  BSO.

Paul Brian Katz Sunrise PD



December 2010The Broward Centurion

4

New Law Changes Standards For 
Firearms Certification
Act eases qualification for retired officers to carry

On October 12, President Obama signed The Law 
Enforcement Officers Safety Act Improvements 
Act of 2010 (S. 1132). The new law reduces the 

number of years a retired or separated law enforcement 
officer has to serve in order to qualify to carry a concealed 
weapon from 15 years to an aggregate of 10 years or more.

The act also introduces new qualification procedures that 
will make it easier for retired officers to meet the fire-
arms training requirement. Firearms certification will 
be allowed to be in accordance with the standards of the 
officer’s former agency, the state where the officer resides 
and, if there are no state training standards, then the stan-

Florida SBA Says 
Pension Fund Has 
Recovered

The Florida State Board of Administration (SBA) has reported 
that the Florida’s pension fund gained $9.8 billion after benefits 
were paid and ended the recent year worth $109.3 billion.

The SBA’s report indicates that the pen-
sion fund’s earnings were well ahead of the 
amount targeted. According to the SBA’s 
executive director and chief investment of-
ficer Ashbel C. Williams Jr., “Over the past 
22 years, more than 66 percent of pension 
plan benefit payments have been funded by 
investment gains, not from taxpayers.”

Florida’s pension fund is reportedly doing 
better than most other state pension funds. 
“Since June 30, 2010, the pension fund 
value has grown an additional $9 billion to 
over $118 billion, after approximately $1.5 
billion being paid to retirees,” according to 
Williams.

Source: St. Petersburg Times

dards established by a law 
enforcement agency within 
the state or by a certified 
firearms instructor will suf-
fice.

The bill was championed 
by the National Associa-
tion of Police Organizations 
(NAPO). 
Source: NAPO

You have the right...
...to have all interviews tape-recorded             
    from beginning to end.

...to have a PBA representative present  
    during any interview.

...to have the interview at a reason-
    able time and for a reasonable 
    length of time.

...to know who is in charge of the 
    investigation.

...not to be forced to resign.

...to know what the charges are.

...to review ALL statements before 
    answering questions.

...to know the name of the person 
    bringing the complaint.

...not to be threatened, bribed or 
   subjected to offensive language.

If you need assistance, contact the PBA 
legal unit at 954/584-7600.
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Letter From The Editor

We’re approaching the end of what has proven to be a rough 
year for some. It’s impossible to know what the future holds, 
but one thing we can be sure of is that things will change. 

They always do.

We here at the Broward County PBA have not remained 
unscathed. Many of our members have just come through 
contract negotiations trying to hold on to what benefits 
they have and have forgone raises to do it. Many agencies 
are not hiring. 

So we are going to do some belt tightening around here, 
beginning with The Broward Centurion. Next year we 
will publish six issues instead of our usual twelve. You 
will receive an issue every two months beginning in Feb-
ruary. This will cut the cost of printing and mailing in half.

As things improve we will reevaluate the situation. In the future we may 
completely change the way we deliver news and information to you, us-
ing new technology that will save time, money and paper.

 

Attention BSO, 
Coconut Creek, Hollywood & 
Members Billed Quarterly

If you missed the last sign-up period for 
your $10,000 PBA life insurance benefit, 
open enrollment will open again in 
January on the following dates:

10th, 17th and 24th
2 - 5:30pm & 7:30 - 10pm

11th, 18th and 25th   
8am - noon & 1 - 5pm
12th, 19th and 26th    

 2 - 5:30pm & 7:30 - 10pm
13th, 20th and 27th     
 7am - noon &1 - 5pm
14th, 21st and 28th   
 8am - noon & 1 - 5pm

Whatever the outcome, we will still do our 
best to bring you the news and information 
that you need to stay informed.

The holidays are always a good 
time for telling important 
people in our lives how much 
they mean to us. The Broward 
County PBA would like to 
thank you for your member-
ship, the trust you place in 
us, and for your service and 
sacrifice.

We wish you a happy and 
peaceful holiday season, and better days 
ahead in 2011.

Christmas gift suggestions: 
To your enemy, forgiveness. 
To an opponent, tolerance. 
To a friend, your heart. To 
a customer, service. To all, 
charity. To every child, a 
good example. To yourself, 
respect. 

—Oren Arnold
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South Florida Shomrim Society 
2010 Dinner Dance

On November 10, the South Florida Shomrim Society held its annual dinner dance at the Aventura Turnberry Jewish 
Center. The Shomrim Society is a fraternal organization open to members of the Jewish faith who work or have 
worked in public safety, including law enforcement, firefighters, prosecutors, judges, etc.  The word shomrim is 

Hebrew for “guards.”

For more information, visit their Web site at southfloridashomrim.com.

Front Row, L to R: Debbie Reggio, Judge Rodriquez-Powell, 
Chief Gooding and Judge Pollack

Back Row, L to R: Paul Weiss, Judge Simon, Judge Black-
man and Judge-Elect Fry

Paul Weiss and Judge Simon

Debbie Reggio, Judge Rodriguez-Powell and Paul Weiss

Officer Installation, L to R: President Dave Lewis, Exec. VP Micahel 
Bentolila, First VP Arik Levy, Second VP Ted Arboleda, Third VP 
Michael Taussig, VP Finances Jorge Ghitis, Corresponding Secretary 
Harvey Meshel, Sgt. At Arms Paul Weiss, Recording Secretary Mark 
Gelber
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Can You Help?
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What’s Up?
Births

Congratulations to PBA Vice-President 
Neil Vaughan and his wife, Stacy, 
on the birth of their second daughter, 

Caroline Elizabeth, on November 16. Caroline weighed in 
at 8 lbs., 14 oz. and was 21 inches long.  She joins big sister 
Grace as the apple of daddy’s eye.

Hollywood Officers Of The 
Month

Officers Sean Gerber and Jonathan Com-
mella were selected Officers of the 
Month for September 2010

Congratulations to both of you!

Weddings • Birthdays • Reunions • Retirements

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

For reservations, call 954.584.7600

2901 SW 26th Terrace • Dania Beach
(behind the PBA office)

Special Rates For 
PBA Members

Blessed is the season which 
engages the whole world in a 
conspiracy of love.

— Hamilton Wright Mabie
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Letters And Thanks
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Member Marketplace

2501 NW 34th Place, Suite 27
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Office: 954-971-1018
Fax: 954-971-1019

Kevin Bolling, President
Cell: 954-520-5087
nttinc@yahoo.com

• Silk Screening 
• Numbering 

• Custom Work 
• Personalized Gifts
• Fundraising Items

20% Off For 
PBA Members

NTTINotice That Tee, Inc.

Custom-Made 
Die Cast Metal 
Modelss

Paul Weiss
954-497-0400

1:26 Scale
Case Included
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)
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