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Wilton Manors Passes New Contract
City overwhelmingly votes for approval

At the December 8 city commission meeting, Wilton Manors com-
missioners voted 5-0 to approve the contract agreed to by the 
Wilton Manors Police Department and the Broward PBA.

During the discussion, the commissioners praised 
the city staff, the PBA and its reps for their profes-
sionalism and the spirit of cooperation during the 
negotiations, especially given the current economic  
situation.

The contract includes both economic and non-eco-
nomic changes, which include:

Adding gender identity and family status to the •	
non-discrimination clause.
Increasing the compensation for working in a higher classification •	
from $15 to $20.
Providing that counseling documents be kept separate from an •	
officer’s main personnel file except when part of an evaluation. Ad-
ditionally, the change clarifies that counselings are not disciplinary 
and have no weight in progressive discipline.
Increasing the compensation for Field Training Officers from $15 to •	

$20 per shift.
Having members pay $10 per pay period toward their •	

health insurance.

Adding domestic partners to the sick •	
leave article.

Having all employees remain •	
in their current step for the fiscal 
year 2009-2010, but that they 
will receive a one-time lump 
sum payment of 3% of their base 
annual salary and that the step 
plan will resume on 10/01/10.

Providing that the promo-•	
tional test be posted no less than 
45 days instead of the current 90 
and that there will be no writ-

ten exam. It also increases the length of 
eligibility of the list from 1 year to 18 
months.

The contract period is October 1, 2009 
through September 30, 2010.

We’d like to thank Neil Vaughan, Claudia 
Estrada, Shawn Chadwick, Grant Gundle and 
Chuck Howard as well as the City of Wilton 
Manors for all their hard work. 
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President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

As we enter into 2010, I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and 
had time to spend with family and friends. Often when we are enter-
ing a new year, we look back over the past twelve months and reflect. 

I found this past year to be an exciting and trying one. Last January when 
Dick Brickman decided to resign as president of the PBA, by the constitution 
and by-laws as senior vice president, I became president. I had served on the 
Executive Board for twenty-plus years in various office, but discovered that 
there is more to being president then I knew. But I am fortunate that I have 
a terrific staff already in place and a very supportive Executive Board and 
Board of Directors. Without that, I would be lost. Of course, I can remem-
ber when you could have fit the entire Board of Directors in a small storage 
room.

In July I was appointed to the Criminal Justice Standards and Training Com-
mission. In August I attended a Commission hearing. In September I had my 
FDLE orientation and attended a probable cause hearing. In October was my 
first full probable cause /commission hearing as a sitting commissioner. 

In November, I was elected as PBA president for a new three-year term along 
with the entire Executive Board. I truly appreciate the confidence and trust 
that the Board of Directors has shown us. My plans are to complete this new 
term and then retire. However, no one can predict what can happen in three 
years, but that is my plan.

I am looking forward to the challenging times ahead and to moving the PBA 
forward with your help. We are not yet out of these tough economic times ; 
I’m sure we will still have some struggles. I know my name will be and has 
been brought up—some good, some bad. I cannot make every one happy. As 
Abraham Lincoln said: “If I were to try and read, much less answer, all the 
attacks made on me, this shop might as well be closed for any other business. 
I do the very best I know how, the very best I can, and mean to keep doing 
so until the end. If the end brings me out all right, what is said against me 
won’t amount to anything. If the end brings me out wrong, then ten angels 
swearing I was right, would make no difference.” 

On December 2, 2009, I, along with vice president Neil Vaughan, appeared 
and testified before the Florida Parole Commission regarding Dawn Sobel. 
Dawn Sobel, along with John Gombos, planned an attempted escape of pris-
oner Gary Eaton, who was in custody of the Broward Sheriff’s Office. On July 
11, 1979, during the escape attempt, Deputy Joseph Conte was brutally shot 
and killed. Dawn Sobel received 75 years for second degree murder and aid-
ing an escape. The commission affirmed no change in her parole release date.

I thank each and every one of you and your families for the sacrifices you 
make everyday. We are men and women who have chosen a profession to 
serve with pride and honor. It is a profession like no other.
God bless and be safe.
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Hollywood Thanks 
Member For His 
Service
Department wishes deployed officer a safe 
tour

Joe Persails is not only a Hollywood police officer, he’s a staff ser-
geant in the U.S. Army Reserves. Recently Joe was called to his 
second deployment in the Middle East and the Hollywood Police 

Department decided to throw a little party in his honor to thank him 
for his service and to send him off in 
style.

Joe is a nine-year vet-
eran of the Reserves 
and serves in the 124th 
Infantry Division. The 
100-member unit will 
be going through a few 
months of training be-
fore heading over to Iraq.

Many thanks to Joe and the 
124th for their brave service and 
the sacrifices they make. We appreciate 
all you do for us. Come back soon and 
safely.

If you know a member who serves 
and is being deployed, please let us 
know so that we can feature them 
here and thank them for their brav-
ery and valor.

Joe Persails

Joe with Hollywood city manager Cameron 
Benson (far left) and ?

Deputy In 
Military Leave 
Dispute Being 
Deployed

While you were recovering from 
your New Year’s celebration and 
getting back to normal, Deputy 

Dennis Lichtenberg was heading to Wiscon-
sin to prepare for deployment to Afghani-
stan.

Deputy Lichtenberg is a first sergeant in 
the Army Reserves and has recently 

been in a dispute with BSO over his 
military leave benefits. That issue, 
as of press time, has not been 
resolved, but Dennis has gotten 
orders that will take him out of 
state and ultimately out of the 
country.

His deployment is part of the re-
cently announced surge in Afghani-

stan.

So as you’re getting back into your routine, 
take a moment to send a prayer or good 
thoughts to Deputy Lichtenberg and his fam-
ily.

Thank you, Dennis, for your service and 
your sacrifice. We are proud to be associated 
with you!
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Palm Beach  PBA Hosts Block Party 
To Benefit Sick Officer

The PBCPBA hosted a block party on December 15 on 
West Palm’s Clematis Street as a fundraiser to help 
out West Palm Beach Police Captain Danny Sargent.

Sargent was diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(ALS), known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, in February 2009. 

The event raised funds through raffles, a live auction 
and T-shirt sales. The proceeds will help defray some of 
Danny’s medical expenses.

The block party was just one of many events held in Danny’s 
honor. 

ALS is a progressive neurodegen-
erative disease that affects nerve 
cells in the brain and spinal cord. 
The disease causes the brain to 
lose the ability to initiate and con-
trol muscle movement. There is 
currently no cure.

If you’d like to help out the 
Sargent family, you can log on to 

dannysargent.com for more infor-
mation.

25-year veteran diagnosed with ALS

Changes Ahead For Miranda?
Supreme Court Considers A Rewrite

The United States Supreme Court is hearing a case that may end 
in a decision that will require police to explicitly advise suspects 
that they can have an attorney present during any interrogations.

Florida v. Powell centers around the questioning of Kevin Dwayne 
Powell and whether the warnings he was given by Tampa police made 
it clear to him that he could have a lawyer present during 
questioning. Before he finally confessed to illegal possession 
of a firearm after signing a  Miranda statement that read, 
“You have the right to talk to a lawyer before answering 
any of our questions. If you cannot afford to hire a lawyer, 
one will be appointed for you without cost and before any 
questioning. You have the right to use any of these rights at 
any time you want during the interview.”

The controversy seems to arise around the phrase “before 
questioning” or “before answering our questions.” Powell’s 
attorney argues that the warning gave the impression that 
“once questioning starts, that he has no right to consult a 
lawyer anymore.”

Miranda rights have been litigated since they first appeared 
in 1966. We all know the “you have the right to remain silent” drill, 
but the standard warning doesn’t specify whether or not you can re-

sume silence once you’ve broken it.

The current battle is the third Miranda case to 
come before the Court this year. One case asks 
whether officers can interrogate a suspect who 
said he understood his rights but didn’t invoke 

them and another concerns whether 
a request for a lawyer during inter-
rogation can expire after a lengthy 
period of time.

Decisions in these cases will come 
in 2010. It remains to be seen what, 
if any, impact they will have on 
suspect questioning in the future.

For more information, log on to 
supremecourtus.gov.
Source: Associated Press
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Sign Up For The 
Members-Only 
Web Page

If you haven’t already, go to 
our Web site at bcpba.org and 
register as a member so you 

can have access to the Members-
Only page.

The page features exclusive con-
tent available only to current PBA 
members. You’ll have access to:

PBA By-Laws•	
Frequently Asked Questions •	
(FAQ) about membership
Bill of Rights•	
State Statutes of Interest•	
The Heart Bill•	
Legislative Synopses•	
Picture Gallery from PBA Events•	
Fact Sheets, Election Results, Promotion Lists•	
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes•	

We’ll be adding more features and benefits in 2010, in-
cluding online rep elections, member surveys and much 
more. Don’t miss out, sign up today.

Start The New 
Year Right
Update your information with the 
PBA

The new year is a time to reflect on the past year, reas-
sess and start fresh. While you’re doing that, think 
about how the changes of the past year might affect 

your PBA membership and benefits.

If you’ve married, divorced, moved or had other major life 
changes, please make sure your information is updated 
with the PBA. This includes employment status, agency, 
mailing address and life insurance beneficiary.

Keep in mind that your agency does not contact us when 
you change your information with them; that is up to you.

Double check everything and contact the PBA office at 
954-584-7600 with any changes.

Thank you!

Did You Know...
...that although the celebration of the New Year has been 
going on for millennia, it wasn’t until Julius Caesar created 
the Julian calendar that it began on January 1?

...January is named for the Roman god of Gates and Doors, 
Janus, who is commonly depicted with two faces: one 
looking backward and the other looking forward. He is 
representative of contemplation of the old year while 
looking forward to the new?

...in the northern hemisphere January is the coldest month 
of the year while it is the warmest in the southern hemi-
sphere?

... that the Emancipation Proclamation was issued on Janu-
ary 1, 1863?

...that J. Edgar Hoover was born on January 1, 1895?

...that six states were admitted to the union in January (dif-
ferent years): Alaska, Connecticut, Kansas, Michigan, New 
Mexico and Utah?

...the first American presidential election occurred on 
January 7, 1789?
Sources: entourages.com and inspirationline.com

January trivia
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Local Honor Guard Attends Funeral 
For Slain Washington Officers
Hollywood PD team selected as casket guard

After four Lakewood, Washington Police Officers were 
gunned down in a local coffee shop, 
thousands of fellow officers answered the 

call, including four of our own.

The Hollywood Police Department sent its Hon-
or Guard—Lt. Boris Millares, Lt. Diana Periera, 
Det. Cherie Stetkar and Officer Dudney Walker 
flew to Tacoma to participate in the memorial 
service for Sgt. Mark Renninger, Officer Ronald 
Owens, Officer Tina Griswold and Officer Greg 
Richards.

On arrival, the quar-
tet was informed that 
they had been selected 
to serve as the casket 
guard. They joined 
over 20,000 other law enforce-

Entering the service

ment officers from the 
U.S., Canada 
and around 
the world to 
lay the four 
officers to 
rest.

Over 2,000 
police ve-
hicles showed 
up; the process was 10 miles long and took four 
hours to go from McChord Air Force Base to the 
Tahoma Dome. Along the way thousands of citi-
zens lined the streets waving American flags.

We at the PBA are honored and proud of the way 
Broward County was represented in Washington.

Source: Dick Hynds

One thousand members of the Royal Can-
dadian Mounted Police attended

Patches from around the country

10-Codes May Soon Be Put On The Shelf
The codes you worked so hard to memorize may be-

come a thing of the past if Homeland Security officials 
get their way. 

The feds site the lack of a universal code as a major reason 
for the push to “plain language.” This problem was brought 
to light on September 11, 2001, when police and fire agen-
cies from across the county converged on New York City 
and Washington, DC to help and were unable to communi-
cate effectively with each other. 

Another case in point: A 2005 incident in Missouri in which 
a local police officer radioed late one night that he had just 
seen a state highway patrol officer’s car with a door open 
stopped along the highway and he was going back to check 
on the trooper. 

The local dispatcher used plain English to call for backup 
instead of her department’s code for “officer down,” 10-33.  

As it turned out, the state officer had been shot eight times 
with a rifle and was barely alive when help came. After 
the dispatcher’s call, every trooper within miles responded 
and the officer lived. Had she used the 10-code, the state 
highway patrol officers would have assumed it was a traffic 
backup because to them, that’s what “10-33” means.

The codes were developed in the 1930s, when radio chan-
nels were scarce. They helped keep the airwaves clear for 
new calls. With the advent of new technology, the underly-
ing reason for the code has gone away as officers have many 
different avenues of communication.

The one drawback to “plain language”? Anyone can under-
stand you, even when you don’t want them to.  That fact 
alone may keep those codes alive.
Source: Ventura (California) County Star
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From The Editor
The beginning of a new year is 

usually a time for reflection and 
change. Or resolve to change. 

It’s a time to throw out what’s not 
working and find what does work.

I heart that there are 
members out there that 
are unsatisfied with the 
job the PBA is doing for 
them. To those people 
I say be the change you 
want to see. Nobody 
is perfect and those of 
us at the PBA are no 
exception, but we need your support, 
your help and your suggestions to be 
better and do better for our member-
ship.

If you think the PBA is not doing 
enough, do something about it. Get 
involved. Talk to your rep. Partici-

pate. Be proactive and get involved in 
shaping your own future.

Be the change you want to see.

Use your voice; use 
this newsletter. Talk to 
your fellow members. 
Don’t wait for someone 
else to act. If you want 
to see change, make 
change.

You are the PBA and 
the PBA is you. With-

out you we don’t exist. We’re here to 
work for you, but we can’t do that in a 
vacuum. 

It’s easy to sit back and judge the job 
that others are doing (and doesn’t the 
public do that to you?), but it’s not 
quite as easy to roll up your sleeves 

and get into the middle of the fight. 
it takes effort. It takes time. But it’s 
your career, your future. 

You are the PBA. The PBA is you. 
Don’t hand it all over to someone 
else.

Be the change you want to see.

Have a happy and healthy 2010.  I 
look forward to what changes the 
new year will bring.

“You must be 
the change 
you want to 
see in the 
world.

—Gandhi
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Weddings • Birthdays • Reunions • Retirements

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

For reservations, call 954.584.7600

2901 SW 26th Terrace • Dania Beach
(behind the PBA office)

Special Rates For 
PBA Members

Hollywood Officer Of The 
Month

Congratulations to Officer Brian Kalish for 
being selected as Hollywood PD’s Of-
ficer of the Month for October 2009.

Officer Kalish was recognized at the Awards Presen-
tation Meeting on December 16 at City Hall.

Member Finishes NYC Marathon

Hollywood officer Ruthie Augustus completed 
the New York City Marathon on No-
vember 1 with a time of 3 hours 

and 48 minutes, good enough to qualify 
for the Boston Marathon in April.

Congratulations, Ruthie! That’s a huge 
accomplishment. Let us know how 
you do in Boston.

Births

Welcome to Trenton Daniel 
Eberly, son of Coconut 
Creek Officers (and PBA 

Rep) Dan Eberly and Leslie Eberly. 
Trenton was born on December 8. He 
weighed in at 6 lbs., 2 oz.  and was 19 
inches long. He is the Eberly’s first 
child.

Congratulations to Mom and Dad!
Trenton Eberly

Hallandale Unit 
Co-Hosts 
Fundraiser

The Hallandale Beach 
Police Department’s 
Community Policing 

Unit and PAL hosted their 
First Annual Bowl-A-Thon 
on December 12th to benefit 
their Shop-With-A-Cop program.

The event drew 55 bowlers  and raised abut $800. A 
big thank you goes to HBPD’s Sgt. Beukers, who won 
the 50/50 raffle and donated all his winnings back 
to the cause. And thanks also go to Holiday Bowling 
Alley and to SB & J Trophies, which donated all the 
trophies.
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Letters & Thanks

December 4, 2009

Dear Pat:

In reading the December 09 Broward Centurion online, I feel compelled 

to say thanks for setting the facts straight in regards to BSO/PBA matters. 

I’ve heard many unfavorable rumors about the PBA since my retirement on 

May 31. In reading The Centurion it certainly looks like you’re doing a great 

job representing the membership. Keep up the great work.

Michael Sabo, Retired

Via bcpba.org
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Dear Members,

The 2010 Florida legislative session begins on March 2 and ends on April 
30. As usual, our proposed legislation, if passed, will have a positive im-
pact on our members. Furthermore, we have put ourselves in a great 

position to succeed by securing outstanding sponsors for our bills. I have listed 
below the bills (along with their sponsors) that will specifically affect our 
members in Broward County.

Legislation extending the period of DROP participation for Law Enforce-•	
ment, Correctional and Correctional Probation Officers an additional 36 
months (Representative Snyder 249 and Senator Baker SB 612)
Legislation changing the Special Risk upgraded credit from two percent to •	
three percent (Representative Hooper HB 49 and Senator Baker SB 198)
Support for the Officer Malcolm Thompson Act (•	 Senator Baker SB 162)
Support for an increase to the FRS Health Insurance Subsidy (T•	 here is no 
bill number at this time)

As the session moves forward we will also support legislation favorable to the 
PBA membership and oppose legislation harmful to the membership. I will 
keep you updated as the session progresses. As always, your Executive Board 
and members of the Board of Directors will be in Tallahassee to actively lobby 
on your behalf.

In Solidarity,

Neil Vaughan
Vice President   

Legislative Affairs
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Member Marketplace

2501 NW 34th Place, Suite 27
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Office: 954-971-1018
Fax: 954-971-1019

Kevin Bolling, President
Cell: 954-520-5087
nttinc@yahoo.com

• Silk Screening 
• Numbering 

• Custom Work 
• Personalized Gifts
• Fundraising Items

20% Off For 
PBA Members

NTTINotice That Tee, Inc.
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)



Non Profit 
Organization

U.S. Postage Paid
Permit #1677

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Broward County PBA
2650 West State Road 84

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312

©2010 Broward County PBA

Return Service Requested


