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The bad news is that the candidates we endorsed for 
Governor, Attorney General, CFO and the U.S. Sen-
ate didn’t win. The good news is that a number of 

candidates we endorsed did prevail. The winners are:

U.S. Representative
Ted Deutch (D) District 19
Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D) District 20
Alcee Hastings (D) District 23

Commissioner of Agriculture & Consumer Services
Adam Putnam (R)

State Senate
Jeremy Ring (D) District 32
Gwen Margolis (D) District 35
State Representative
Bill Hager (R) District 87
Irving “Irv” Slosberg (D) District 90
Gwyndolen Clarke-Reed (D) District 92
Hazelle P. Rogers (D) District 94
James “Jim” Waldman (D) District 95
Ari Abraham Porth (D) District 96
Franklin Sands (D) District 98
Evan Jenne (D) District 100
Matt Hudson (R) District 101
Sandra Ruiz (D) District 112

Broward County Commission
Suzanne “Sue” Gunzburger (D) District 6
Barbara Sharief (D) District 8
Dale Holness (D) District 9

Broward County Court Judge
John D. Fry  Group 1
Broward County School Board
Dave Thomas District 4
Laurie Rich Levinson District 6
Nora Rupert District 7

City of Cooper City
Lisa Mallozzi District 2
Jeff Green District 3

City of Hallandale Beach
Keith London Commissioner
Alexander Lewy Commissioner

City of Wilton Manors 
Julie Carson Commissioner
Scott Newton Commissioner

City of Sunrise
Sheila Alu Commissioner

2010 Election Results
PBA-endorsed candidates fare well locally, but not statewide
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President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

We’re not in Kansas anymore! The elections are finally over. While rid-
ing back to the PBA from the airport after spending election night at 
Alex Sink’s event in Tampa, we observed a flock of buzzards circling 

above the Secret Woods Nature Center. Someone said “It must be winter, the 
buzzards are out.” I responded, “They’re circling our pensions!” 

While in Tampa I ran into one of our Broward legislators. Realizing the possibil-
ity of a Republican majority in the State Senate, State House and the Governor’s 
office, he told me that last year the Republicans walked all over us; this next 
year not only will they walk over us but they’ll kick us as they go by. In the 
State House the Republicans enjoy an 81-39 majority and a 28-12 majority in the 
State Senate.

Republican State Senator Mike Bennett, who last session filed several bills to 
change FRS and municipal pensions, has already began filing identical bills for 
2011. Last session the PBA was able to kill some of these bad bills while others 
were vetoed by Governor Crist. Now with Governor Rick Scott, Senate Presi-
dent Haridopolos and House Speaker Cannon, 2011 looks to be the bleakest 
session in our history as far as pensions and benefits for law enforcement em-
ployees are concerned. How bleak? You may not see buzzards circling, but don’t 
be surprised to see flying monkeys around the Capitol.

To be blunt, to those who voted for PBA endorsed candidates, thank you. To 
those who voted against the PBA candidates or those who just didn’t bother to 
vote: When all you have worked for is gone, live with it.

November is the season to be thankful for all we have and to hope for future 
success and happiness, despite our current economic situation. Please take time 
to enjoy your family and friends and have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

One of the reasons you can celebrate Thanksgiving is through the sacrifice 
of our veterans. On November 11, our country will observe Veterans Day. In 
1921, an unknown American soldier killed during World War 1 was buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery. Similar ceremonies took place on the same day 
in England and France. These events celebrated the ending of World War 1: 
11 a.m., November 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month). 
On this day let us remember the sacrifices of all those who fought so valiantly 
to preserve our heritage of freedom. Remember to keep those who are serving 
in the United States Armed Forces in your thoughts and prayers and also pause 
a moment to remember those brave souls who have not yet returned home – 
POW, MIA, KIA.

Since 1972, the Broward County PBA has been the “Voice of Law Enforcement”. 
We are proud to represent each and every one of you who is brave enough, 
proud enough and strong enough to wear the badge. You are among the best in 
Broward County, the State of Florida and the nation. I thank each of you and 
your families for your sacrifices, your hard work and the risks you take.
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PBA Contracts Update
Several contracts were negotiated and ratified during 

the month of October. In light of economic climate, 
most of the contracts required some sacrifices on the 

part of our members.

BSO Deputies & Sergeants
The Deputies & Sergeants’ bargaining unit voted to accept 
a 2-year contract with the Sheriff’s Office that runs from 
October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2012. Highlights 
include:

Requirement for PBA members to contribute 2 hours of •	
annual/holiday leave to the PBA time pool bank
No COLA for the first •	
year with a reopener 
in the second.
Step increase freeze •	
in the first year of 
the contract with 
reinstatement in the 
second year.
Longevity increase fro-•	
zen for the first year, 
then reinstated in the 
second year.

BSO Lieutenants
The Lieutenants’ bargaining unit accepted a two-year 
contract with BSO that runs From October 1, 2010 through 
September 30, 3012. Highlights include:

No COLA  for first year with reopeners in year two.•	
Longevity and step increases frozen for the first year •	
with reinstatement in year two.
Incorporates “Me Too” clauses with other unions with •	
regard to salary and vacations and holidays.

Hallandale Beach
In July the city imposed a two-year contract with the PBA 
that added a 3% COLA to the base salary and included the 
following pension changes:

Details are no longer counted as pensionable earnings•	
Any officer who had not entered the DROP as of July •	
8, 2010 and was not yet eligible for normal retirement 
who later enter the DROP and select an assumed rate 
option shall have their DROP investment return rate 

revert to the actual earnings method upon completing 
the DROP.
Member pension contribution percentage drops from •	
10% to 9.5%.

This agreement has since expired and the PBA is back at 
the table to renegotiate.

Miramar
The bargaining unit reached an agreement with the city 
and ratified a three-year contract. Highlights include:

No COLA in years one and two with a reopener in •	
year three. Each member will receive a one-time 
payment of $2,000 in the first year and $3,500 in the 
second year.
Steps will be frozen in years one and two with a new •	
step plan implemented in year three.
The city will establish a Flexible Spending Account •	
(FSA) in the amount of $500 for each employee.
Members will receive an additional 40 hours of paid •	
vacation time each year. This time can not be carried 
over or cashed in.
The city will take steps to allow Chapter 185 money •	
to be used to enhance the COLA benefit in the Police 
Officer Retirement Plan.

Thanks to each of the bargaining teams for their hard 
work and dedication.
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In my 31 years of representing the Florida PBA 
and its members, I have earned a reputation of 
being short, to the point (some have termed it 

“abrupt”) and blunt in my assessment of a disciplinary case. This article is 
going to be the same: short, to the point, and blunt. Here is the message: 
IF YOU AREN’T A MEMBER, YOU SHOULD BE; IF YOU ARE A MEM-
BER, YOU SHOULD STAY ONE!

I understand. I have heard all the excuses for not joining the PBA. You 
have heard them, too. They include the standard: “It’s too expensive.” “I 
won’t ever get in trouble.” And, the old standby: “I know a friend who is 
a lawyer and, if I get in trouble, he will help me.” The simple answer to 
these excuses (and that is what they are) is PBA membership dues are the 
cheapest protection you will buy! 

Hopefully by now, many of you already recognize 
that the mind-set of many law enforcement agen-
cies is changing. It was not too long ago that when 
an officer was disciplined, it was fairly reasonable. 
Agencies gave officers second chances and dismiss-
als were reserved for the most severe types of of-
fenses. Agencies found injured officers “light duty” 
positions and tried to keep them on the payroll, 
not get them kicked off it. Finally, disciplinary 
problems were handled internally; few agencies 
thought to take their “problems” to the state at-
torney for prosecution. That is simply not the case 
anymore. Routinely, officers face a disciplinary investigation and case, a 
criminal investigation and possibly a case, and, finally, a Criminal Justice 
and Standards Training Commission (CJSTC) investigation and case. 

Still not convinced? Here are a few startling facts. Last year the number 
of disciplinary investigations and cases increased by over 30%, and this 
year it will increase by another 30% if it stays on its current pace. The 
number of cases in which the PBA is representing members in criminal 
investigations and cases is up about 50%. Representation in CJSTC hear-
ings is up dramatically. At the end of October, the probable cause cases of 
20 members will be considered for possible discipline. 

So, here is Point 1: you “really” need to be a member of the PBA! Last 
year and so far this year, the PBA throughout the State, from Key West to 
Pensacola, has handled literally thousands of disciplinary investigations, 
disciplinary cases, and CJSTC cases. Unfortunately, the PBA has assisted 
hundreds of officers in criminal investigations, criminal cases and civil ac-
tions against them. The PBA staff representatives and attorneys will pro-
vide you the best legal assistance available. Our privately-retained legal 

Short And To The Point: 
Be (And Stay) A PBA Member
by Hal Johnson, Florida PBA General Counsel

The number of cases in 
which the PBA is 
representing members 
in criminal 
investigations and 
cases is up about 50%

defense attorneys, who handle criminal and 
civil litigation, are excellent, as their track 
records prove. [Again, for you skeptics, last 
year the Florida PBA spent approximately 
$2 million representing its members on legal 
matters and investigations. So far this year 
the amount is already near $1.7 million and 
this figure does not cover our six local Char-
ter PBAs, all of whom have numerous other 
attorneys on staff.] 

Here is Point 2: you need to use the PBA 
when you first know that you are under 
investigation or in need of assistance. You 

would be surprised at 
the number of members 
who do not contact the 
PBA until after they 
have been disciplined 
or criminally charged. 
Sometimes, if members 
work with the PBA rep-
resentatives or attorneys 
“up front,” many of the 
issues can either be re-
solved or lessened. That 
does not mean we can 

get you out of a disciplinary problem or crim-
inal charge, but getting the PBA involved in 
the beginning is always more helpful to you 
than getting the PBA involved after the disci-
plinary or other action has been taken. If you 
are a member, great! Be one and stay one. If 
you are not a member, join the PBA. There 
are no good excuses for not arming yourself 
with the best protection available! 

Thanks and stay safe out there.
Reprinted from Roll Call, October 2010
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Legislative Affairs

Dear Members,

As you know, Alex Sink was unsuccessful in her bid for Governor. Her opponent Rick 
Scott spent over 60 million dollars of his own money to win the election. Neverthe-
less, the PBA will be ready to fight against the unjust attacks on our benefits during the 

next legislative session. We still have many friends in the Florida legislature and will attempt 
to unite them in opposing unfair legislation toward our members. 

Even though some of the candidates that we endorsed lost, others did win. One of the most 
notable victories took place in Hallandale Beach where PBA endorsed candidate, Alex Lewy 
successfully defeated incumbent Commissioner Bill Julian in a close race. In addition, Com-
missioner Keith London won his race, which should now provide us with two solid votes on 
the Commission. I would like to commend Hallandale Beach PBA Representatives Edward 
Diaz, Edward McGovern, Marc Dady, and Tom Montellanico for their leadership and efforts 
during this election. Their ability to staff the polls with their members clearly had an impact 
on the outcome. 

In Wilton Manors, with the assistance from the membership we were successful in two of 
the races. Commissioner Scott Newton was re-elected and Julie Carson was elected to her 
first term as Commissioner. PBA Representatives Grant Gundle, Shawn Chadwick, and Frank 
Pilewski did an outstanding job in recruiting volunteers for both early voting a election day. 
They were able to amass the largest contingent of officers for the election than any other time 
in recent history.                                                      

I would also like to commend and thank the Pembroke Pines PBA Representatives Andrew 
Brooks, Adam Feiner, Chris Grant and former Representative Al Xiques for their continued 
leadership and support during this election cycle. Even though there were no local elections 
in Pembroke Pines they were able to put more members at the polls than any other agency. 
It is truly a testament to their leadership and the commitment of the members in Pembroke 
Pines. 

Last but certainly not least; I would like to thank all of the members who unselfishly volun-
teered their time to support the PBA endorsed candidates in an attempt to impact in the elec-
tions. Their dedication and support helps make the PBA the finest police labor organization in 
the state. 

Once again, thank you for your support and commitment. 

In Solidarity,

Neil Vaughan
Vice President



November 2010The Broward Centurion

7bcpba.org

PBA Staff
Claudia Estrada

BSO
Kelli Covet

Rob Petoskey
Alex  and Victoria Briz

Jay Leiner
Armando Enrique

Lee Martin
Jeff Poole
Bob Lahiff

Hallandale Beach
Edward Diaz 

Edward McGovern 
Marc Dady 

Tom Montellanico 
Brian Hubbert

Timothy Church
John Faul

Alex Valchev
Marc Dubuisson

Lori James
Christopher Goulding

Donna Carlson
Sean Walters

Cheryl Ramsaroop
Ahed McDaniel

Raul Rivera
Tom D’Orazio

Alex Rodriguez
Michael Haire
Mario Cicatello

Michael Scarpati
Jessica DeVega

Jenn Messer
Andrew McGovern

Edward Diaz, Jr.
Emma McGovern

Anthony Diaz

Hollywood
Billy Ferguson  

Cassandra Jones  
Joe Foley  

Don Huneke 
Larry Vanduseldorp

Van Szeto
Wilbur Fernander

Miramar
Darcos Cruz

Yessenia Diaz
Ronnie Dimler
Wayne Dunlap

Rosemary Durney
Marc Greenstein

George Mankowski
Lonnie Nix

Brent Steffan
Tom Tiberio

Lighthouse Point
Dan James

Pembroke Pines
Chris Grant

Adam Feiner
Andrew Brooks

Al Xiques
Pat Paglai
Ed Hooper

Jaime Bomba
Mike Cook
Rod Ruiz

Mike Silver
Ed Bolliger
Brad Hyatt
Tom Moran
Drew Jacobs
Travis Adams

Al Prescott
Kevin Venema

Javier Diaz
Jose Vargas

Christian Rogers
Jason Palant
Wayne Katz

Amy Johnson
Michelle Fanelli

Sean Wollard
Erwin Lopez
Keith Forseth

Bobby Sammarco
Dave Marrero

Dawn McClaskey

Scott Groves
Kipp Shimpeno
Andres Lopez

David Ballederos
Yemi Okgebola

Mel Seguin
Paul Goulding

Sean Yap
Don Hines

Chad Cunningham
Kevin Peddy

Jim Ryan
Nelson Martinez

Joey Cabrera
Paul Andres
Chris Stasio

Darryl Curtiss
Jennifer Schmidt

Jim Helms
Chris Capasso

Alejandro Delapaz
Nelson Martinez

Viola Judon 
Dean Soubasis 

Carlos Bermudez
Mike Banks

Sunrise
Bob Dorn

John Jaslowski

Wilton Manors
Grant Gundle

Frank Pilewski
Biagio Balistreri

Gary Blocker
Robert Cohen
David Dodson

Chuck and Chris Howard
Nick Fiacco

Kay and Chuck McCammon
Bonnie Owens
Kerlyne Pierre
Jamie Ramirez

Lazaro Rodriguez
Rick Shawver
David Turner
Kim Holinko 

Thank You
To the reps, members and their families who donated their time to support 
PBA-endorsed candidates at the polls
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Facts say budget criticism not warranted
 
Editorials and columnists have criticized Miami-Dade County leaders and employees 
for their budget and pay-raise decisions. Such criticisms are unwarranted in light of the 
facts: 

The reduction in the 2010-11 county budget shows that the taxes used to fund that 
budget and the taxes taken from taxpayers have gone down. The fact that some prop-
erty owners’ taxes increase while others decrease is a result of our state’s property-tax 
structure, especially Save Our Homes, from which many taxpayers, including me, have 
benefited in years past. Voters created this structure when they approved the Save Our 
Homes amendment to the state Constitution. 

The reduction in real-estate values has nothing to do with the cost or value of govern-
ment services. Just because my home is worth less than last year does not mean that 
the necessary services I receive from government are worth less than last year or that 
fewer services are needed. Taxing real estate is the method that we Floridians have cho-
sen to fund our local governments, and most find it preferable to income taxes. 

County employees and their unions already have made significant concessions to help 
balance the budget. The givebacks that they gave last year continue into 2010-11. With 
300 county employees scheduled for layoff, hundreds of positions eliminated and 
no appreciable reduction in services, the remaining county workers will be working 
harder. We’re calling upon them to be more productive so they should receive modest 
raises to reflect their increased productivity. 

Good government services delivered by good people cost money. We as taxpayers have 
to pay what it takes to keep both good services and good public servants. 

ROBERT A. SUGARMAN, Aventura

Miami Herald, Thursday, October 14, 
2010

Robert Sugarman is a pension attorney who handles the City of Dania Beach’s Police & 
Fire Retirement System
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What’s Up?
Births

Hollywood officer Mi-
sael De La Torre and 
his wife, Nathalie, 

welcomed their daughter, 
Mia Raquel, on July 11. Mia 
weighed in at 6 lbs., 14 oz. and 
was 19 3/4 inches long. Mia 
joins big brother Yadiel in the 
De La Torre family.

Hollywood detective Bill 
Dardeen and his wife, Kather-
ine, welcomed a daughter, Ri-
ley Marie, on October 5. Riley 

weighted in at 6 lbs., 13 oz. and was 20 inches long.

Congratulations to all and welcome to the PBA family!

Mia De La Torre

Hollywood Officers Of The 
Month

Detectives Nick Singley 
and Elliott Langely were 
selected as the Holly-

wood Police Department’s Of-
ficers of the Month for Septem-
ber 2010.

The detectives were recognized at 
a Hollywood’s Award Presentation 
meeting On October 20th.

Congratulations!

Vote For These Babies

BSO deputy Brann Redl and his 
wife, Tina, are asking for your 
help. They’ve entered Their 

twins, Madison and Jake in the Gerber 
Generation photo contest. The winner 
gets to appear in the next Gerber ad 
and gets a $25,000 college scholarship. 

They need your votes! Log on to 
www.gerber.
com/photo/#/
vote/ and en-
ter 180112 to 
vote for Jake 
and 180144 to vote for Madison. You can 
vote once each day, so you can vote for 
them both!

Jake, 180112

Madison, 180144
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Free Cancer 
Screenings

Prostate cancer is a serious 
disease affecting as many as 
250,000 American men each 

year. Out of that number as many 
as 27,000 will die.  Early detec-
tion and treatment are the keys 
to the cure.

Two highly respected urolo-
gists, Dr. Bert Vorstman in Broward and Dr. 
George Suarez in Miami-Dade, are offer-
ing police and firefighters, retired or active, 
FREE prostate cancer screening. These doc-
tors have over 40 years of combined experi-
ence and have a high regard and appreciation 
for what we do.

You are at a higher risk for the disease if you 
have a family history, are obese, are over 
55 years of age, have difficulty in urinating, 
have an enlarged prostate or elevated PSAs. 
Maybe you need a second opinion.

This offer is good through December 31. Call 
Jim Bruce, a lieutenant for Miami-Dade Fire 
Rescue for 30 years. He will assist you in 
making an appointment. Contact Jim at 305-
773-1986.

Member’s Wife 
Honored For Valor

BSO Deputy Jesus Jordan’s wife, Miami-Dade officer Alexandra Jor-
dan, was awarded a Gold Medal of Valor and a Life Saving Award 
by Miami-Dade County for saving 

the lives of an elderly couple trapped in 
a fire.

Alexandra and her partner, Elizabeth 
Soler, responded to a fire call on August 
31. On arrival, they were informed by 
the home’s residents that  there were 
still people inside the home, which was 
engulfed in flame.

Jordan and Soler went inside and rescued 
the elderly occupants, a blind, bedridden 
couple. 

The pair were honored by the Mayor of 
Miami-Dade County, Carlos Alvarez; the Miami-Dade Police Director, 
James K. Loftus; and a representative from the American Red Cross for 
their bravery, honor and dedication to duty. The ceremony was held on 
October 20th. 

Jesus is very proud of his lovely wife, and wanted to share her story 
with his fellow PBA members. Congratulations to Alexandra and thank 
you to Jesus for telling us about it.

Ofc. Elizabeth Soler, left and Ofc. 
Alexandra Jordan, right, with the 
elderly couple they rescuted on 
August 31

Civilians Taking Over Some Police Duties
Agencies’ tight budgets prompt changes

More and more law enforcement 
agencies are hiring civilians to do 
jobs that sworn officers have tradi-

tionally done. Budget cuts across the country 
have prompted this new trend.

Both paid and volunteer positions are be-
ing given to civilians, including crime scene 
investigation, evidence gathering and pho-
tography.

Critics fear that departments are lowering 
standards and undermine professionalism. 
The National Association of Police Organiza-
tions (NAPO) is one such critic.

Several cities have switched some duties to civilians. In San Francisco, 
civilians investigate property crimes, including burglaries. The agency is 
suffering from a shortage of uniformed officers and designed the program 
to allow those they have to be used more efficiently.

Mesa, Arizona has eight civilian investigators that were put in place 
when budget cuts made it impossible to hire certified police officers. The 
investigators handle property crimes and are trained to lift prints, photo-
graph crime scenes and interview witnesses.

Teams of volunteers help police canvass neighborhoods in Durham, 
North Carolina in the wake of murders and other violent crimes, while 
others patrol shopping centers and conduct property checks for vaca-
tioning residents.
Source: USA Today
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Civilians Taking Over Some Police Duties
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On Friday, October 22, the swearing in 
ceremony for the Honorable Nick Lopane 
was held at the Broward County PBA’s 

hall. Judge Lopane was recently appointed to the 
Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Court by Florida 
Governor Charlie Crist.

The ceremony opened with a few words from 
former Attorney General Bob Butterworth, and 
then some comments from Governor Crist, who 
then swore in Judge Lopane.

PBA Hosts Lopane 
Swearing In
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Member Marketplace

2501 NW 34th Place, Suite 27
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Office: 954-971-1018
Fax: 954-971-1019

Kevin Bolling, President
Cell: 954-520-5087
nttinc@yahoo.com

• Silk Screening 
• Numbering 

• Custom Work 
• Personalized Gifts
• Fundraising Items

20% Off For 
PBA Members

NTTINotice That Tee, Inc.

Custom-Made 
Die Cast Metal 
Modelss

Paul Weiss
954-497-0400

1:26 Scale
Case Included
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)
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