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Public safety is my first priority, and as 
your Governor, I will always ensure the 
men and women who wear the badge 

have the tools they need to protect our families, 
our communities and our state.  That’s why I 
was honored to receive the endorsement of the 
Police Benevolent Association.  You put your 
lives on the line every day, and I am privileged 
to have your support.  

As Florida’s CFO, I have overseen more than 
300 sworn law enforcement officers—and I 
consider it a priority to listen to them and make 
sure they have what they need to do their jobs 
and protect our citizens. I have worked every 
year to make sure my law enforcement divisions 
are protected from severe budget cuts, even in 
these tight times.  Our state 
budget should reflect our 
priorities, and we must 
cut every dollar left of 
government waste be-
fore we take away needed 
resources from those who 
bravely protect us every 
day.

As a pension fund trustee and someone who spent a career in business, 
I understand the duty and the challenges in protecting and managing 
your pensions, and safeguarding your retirements.  I will continue to 
work for real change to bring more accountability and oversight for 
how your pension fund is being managed.  We’ve made some progress, 
much of which we started pushing in 2008, and I will keep fighting for 
more.

Making Your Needs A Priority
by Alex Sink, Candidate For Governor

I also know the promises of 
cost savings and higher qual-
ity from privatizing services 
often don’t match the reality.  
So any discussion or attempt 
to privatize services when I 
am Governor, like privatizing 
prisons, will be highly scruti-
nized under my administra-
tion. 
 
You have my promise to be 
an outspoken advocate on be-
half of law enforcement and 
corrections.  I will continue 
to do everything I can to 
ensure you have the resources 
you need to do your job and 
keep the people of Florida 
safe. Thank you for your ser-

vice and your sacrifice. 
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President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

Again I must reiterate the importance of the upcoming November elections, 
especially the governor’s race. If , God forbid, Rick Scott gets elected you 
can kiss your pension benefits goodbye, or best case scenario see them 

reduced. Next year the Republicans will probably still be in charge of the leg-
islature. Last year the Republican-led legislature attempted to pass several bills 
that would have cut both the Florida Retirement System and municipal pensions. 
The 2011 legislative session will be no different. They will go after pensions 
and other benefits again. As the Republican nominee for governor, Scott will no 
doubt become a rubber stamp for the legislature.

Scott is trying to buy the Office of the Governor. Scott’s platform is basically 
cutting government regulations and slashing taxes, which is what got us into the 
problems we are facing now. Scott surely hates government regulations since the 
health care company he ran was fined over a billion dollars for violating Medi-
care rules and ripping off taxpayers. 

It is imperative that Alex Sink is elected governor. Alex Sink has always been 
solid in her commitment to public safety and providing law enforcement the 
tools and resources necessary in order to protect all Floridians. According to the 
Times Union, “not gutting public safety protections wouldn’t likely be high on 
Scott’s agenda.” Scott is spending more time talking about President Obama and 
national issues than Florida’s issues and what he’d do as governor. This is why 
each and every one of us, our families and our friends need to vote for Alex Sink 
and all the PBA-endorsed candidates.

On September 14, the Regional Probable Cause Hearings for the CJSTC Crimi-
nal Justice Standards and Training Commission were held at Broward College. 
The panel was made of myself as Chairman, Warden Mary Holcomb and Sgt. 
John Rivera. Captain James Mann was first alternate. There were 67 cases on the 
agenda. Eight cases were removed and in eleven cases the respondent appeared 
before the Commission. Of those eleven, five were given a Letter of Guidance, 
four were found to have No Probable Cause, one was given Probable Cause 
Intervention, and one was found to have Probable Cause. Of the remaining forty 
eight cases, one case was found to have No Probable Cause,  four were given 
Probable Cause Intervention, and in the remaining cases Probable Cause was 
recommended. Once there is a finding of Probable Cause, those cases are referred 
to the full Commission for a hearing. The next meeting will be a full Commission 
meeting on October 27th in Ponte Verde. 

Remember to keep those who are serving in the United States Armed Forces in 
your thoughts and prayers and also pause a moment to remember those brave 
souls who have not yet returned home – POW,MIA, KIA.

Since 1972, the Broward County PBA has been the “Voice of Law Enforcement”. 
We are proud to represent each and every one of you who is brave enough, 
proud enough and strong enough to wear the badge. You are among the best in 
Broward County, the State of Florida and the nation. I thank each of you and 
your families for your sacrifices, your hard work and the risks you take.
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Federal
U.S. Senate
Charlie Crist (I)

U.S. Representative
Ted Deutch (D) District 19
Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D) District 20
Ron Klein (D) District 22 
Alcee Hastings (D) District 23

State
Governor
Alex Sink (D)

Attorney General
Dan Gelber (D)

CFO
Loranne Ausley (D)

Commissioner of Agriculture & 
Consumer Services
Adam Putnam (R)

State Senate
Kelly Skidmore (D) District 25
Jeremy Ring (D) District 32
Gwen Margolis (D) District 35

State Representative
Bill Hager (R) District 87
Irving “Irv” Slosberg (D) District 90
Barbara Stern (D) District 91
Gwyndolen Clarke-Reed (D) District 92
Hazelle P. Rogers (D) District 94
James “Jim” Waldman (D) District 95
Ari Abraham Porth (D) District 96
Franklin Sands (D) District 98
Evan Jenne (D) District 100
Matt Hudson (R) District 101
Sandra Ruiz (D) District 112

General Election Endorsements
November 2nd, 2010

Vote The PBA Way

County
County Commission
Ken  Keechl District 4
Suzanne “Sue” Gunzburger District 6
Barbara Sharief District 8
Dale Holness District 9

County Court Judge
John D. Fry  Group 1
F.J. McLawrence Group 26

School Board
Laurie Rich Levinson District 6
Nora Rupert District 7

Additional screenings are currently being held. 
A final list of endorsements will be mailed in 
a special edition of The Broward Centurion in 
October.
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Hollywood Declares 
Financial Urgency
City aims to renegotiate contracts after the PBA 
agrees to concessions

On September 1, the city of 
Hollywood declared financial 
urgency, which means the 

current contract between the city and 
the PBA could be open for renegotia-
tion. The move came after reaching a 
tentative agreement with the PBA for 
concessions to offset the city’s budget 
gap.

After 90 days of good-faith negotiation 
intended to help the city bridge a bud-
get gap, the PBA agreed to several con-
cessions on August 30. Among those 
concessions are 70 hours of furlough 
per officer, a reduction in the yearly 
cost-of-living-allowance (COLA), an 
increase in employee contributions to 
medical insurance and pensions and an 
increased fee for take-home vehicles. 
The concessions were negotiated to 
avoid laying off 77 officers.
The city’s declaration came without 

any warning or coun-
terproposals and 
puts the agreement 
with the PBA 
in jeopardy. 
Accord-
ing to the 
declaration, 
financial ur-
gency requires 
“modification of 
the three current 
collective bargaining 
agreements between 
the City and the AFSCME 
Local 2432… between the 
City and the Broward County PBA, 
and…between the City and the Hol-
lywood Professional Firefighters, Local 
#1375.”

The PBA met with city officials on 
September 20, as required by law, to at-

On July 30, North Miami police 
officers sent a 
clear message 

calling for a change and 
a stronger voice when 
they voted out IUPA 
(International Union 
of Police Associations) 
and elected the PBA as 
their collective bargain-
ing agent.

The balloting was 
conducted over a two-
day period at the North Miami police 

PBA Defeats IUPA In North Miami
station and the returns were counted 

by PERC. The PBA won 
solidly based on its legal 
representation, local 
involvement and proven 
track record when it 
comes up to standing up 
and fighting for officers 
and their rights.
The PBA has earned a 
reputation as the most 
powerful union in Flor-
ida, which is why our 
membership continues to 

grow and why departments continue to 

reach out to us. They know we don’t 
hold back when it comes to represent-
ing our members,” said John Rivera, 
PBA President. 

tempt to come to negotiate alterna-
tives. After several hours, an agree-
ment was reached, pending approval 
from the City Commission.

On September 21, we got word that 
the City Commission agreed to the 
new set of concessions supported by 
the PBA. Those changes are being 
brought to the membership, who 
will vote to accept or reject them.
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Legislative Affairs

Dear Members,

As you may recall, last year several bills were filed to cut the pension benefits for both 
the Florida Retirement System and municipal pension plans (ex. Hollywood, Miramar, 
Pembroke Pines, etc.). As expected, our pensions will be under attack in next year’s 

legislative session. On the next page we have reprinted an article which relays Senator Ben-
nett’s (Republican) belief that the Florida Retirement System (FRS) is “out of control” and as 
a result he will file a bill to “cut and eliminate” benefits from FRS. This is just one example of 
things to come as next year’s legislative session draws near. You may remember Senator Ben-
nett is one of the Republican leaders in the Senate who attempted to take away OUR pension 
benefits in the last legislative session. Although the article on the next page deals with the 
Florida Retirement System, make no mistake a similar bill will be filed that cuts benefits for 
municipal pensions, as was the case last year. It is crucial to know exactly what some of the 
Republican Party leaders in the Florida Senate think about pension benefits for police officers 
and firefighters. As we literally put our lives on the line each day, politicians in Tallahassee, 
without any type of negotiations, will try to strip us of benefits that we have earned. Fortu-
nately, we were able to “kill” those bills last session. However, it certainly was no coincidence 
that it was an election year. Unfortunately, by the time the next year’s legislative session 
begins, the elections will be over and we will be sitting ducks if we do not prevail in this 
year’s gubernatorial election. The stark reality is that OUR pensions are under attack by the 
Florida Legislature and the only way to stop it is through the veto power of the governor’s 
office. Florida’s Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink is the ONLY candidate running for governor 
who has committed to the PBA to veto the pension bills that will cut our benefits. If she is 
not elected as governor, our pension benefits will not be safe!  For those die hard Republicans, 
this is not an attack on the Republican Party as a whole. In fact, this is the first time since 
we helped Jeb Bush become governor that the PBA has endorsed a Democrat (Alex Sink) for 
governor. The PBA has a great relationship with many Republicans in Florida. Unfortunately, 
too many Republicans in the House and Senate have turned their backs on us and no longer 
support our pension benefits. But for Governor Charlie Crist vetoing the bill cutting the pen-
sion COLA in FRS, benefits would already be reduced thanks to the Republican leadership. 
Consequently, if CFO Alex Sink is not elected governor our ability to obtain a veto will be lost 
and so will our pension benefits. 

Please tell all of your friends and family to vote on November 2, 2010 for Alex Sink for gover-
nor. Remember, United We Stand, Divided We Fall (along with our pensions)!

In Solidarity,

Neil Vaughan
Vice President 
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In a recent new article titled “Is 
Florida Paying Former Employees 
Too Much”, Senator Mike Bennett 

(Republican) was quoted as saying the 
current Florida Retirement System 
Pension System is “out of control”. 
Bennett has announced that he will be 
introducing a bill this fall that will cut 
and eliminate benefits to FRS mem-
bers. We decided to check into the 
data he used to support his opinion and 
we could not find credible data to sup-
port his conclusion.

The article states “the state paid out 
$5.6 billion to retired workers; that’s 
almost 10 percent of the state budget”. 
According to the Annual Report (page 
53) The Florida Retirement System 
Trust paid out $4.8 billion in total pen-
sion benefits (we could not validate the 
$5.5 billion number from the annual 
report). The article stipulates this is 
almost 10% of the state’s total annual 
budget. Again the math is fuzzy; as 
the budget was closer to $66 billion, 
of which 5.5 is only 8.3%, but I guess 
rounding up makes the story more 
sensational.

Page 19 of the Annual Report, reflects 
$4.8 billion payout to retirees (who 
worked hard for the benefits the state 
promised them), employer contribu-
tions accounted for $3.73 billion, and 
of that only $679 million are labeled 
state contributions. The real number – 
only 1% of the real dollars came from 
the State budget.

Bennett states “You have a firefighter 
who could retire at 45 and live until 
90. They only worked 25 years, but are 
going to collect for 45 years. That’s not 
what it was designed for!”  Again, it 
makes for wonderful political rheto-
ric!  It is possible someone retires at 45 
with 25 years of service, and lives to be 

Is Florida Paying Former Employees Too Much?
On August 13, 2010, in Florida Retirement System – Pension Plan 
by Mark Davy

90. We looked at the annual report to 
see what the real data suggests.
According to the states own numbers 
(Page 56) bottom of page   “Average 
duration of benefit payments in years is 
9.53 years” not 45 as used in the Sena-
tor’s example. The real numbers, ac-
cording to the Annual Report (page 57), 
reflect the average age of retirement 
is between the ages of 60 and 64, and 
there are 97 employees over age 85!
WFTV found, “even now, the state’s 
pension program is in the red. As of last 
year, Florida had a total of $15 billion 
in unfunded pension liabilities”. The 
statistic chosen for use was for the year 
immediately after the Financial Panic 
of late 2008, when assets 
were at their lowest values.

The accurate numbers 
could be found by the 
press release posted on 
the MyFRS.com web page 
under the title “Florida Re-
tirement System Rebounds 
in FY 2009-2010.”

Even when the system 
was temporarily under-
funded by less than $15 
billion, it was still well within Pension 
Actuarial thresholds (80% funded) of 
being a sound and solid plan. With 
the latest year’s performance, the $15 
billion shortfall has been mostly made 
up, and the FRS System is well within 
the parameters of an outstanding Pen-
sion Plan. For the previous 11 years 
the fund has been over funded and the 
last 18 month has been an aberration to 
the plan.  FRS is a well funded and self 
sustaining pension plan, which does not 
reach into the general budget for short-
falls. We believe the legislators should 
not use its efficiency as a scapegoat for 
other budget shortfalls.

The articles final point of propaganda 
says that according to a “2009 study by 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, average 
state and local government workers 
earned $26.24 per hour while private 
sector earnings were $19.45 an hour”. 
We would like to point out this study 
was done for ONE year, in the middle 
of the worst recession most of us have 
lived through, at a time when the 
civilian unemployment rate was over 
13%!  This is hardly a statistic legisla-
tive changes should be based on. How 
did government workers fare in the 
statistics for the prior 25 years?
There are many states facing severe 
funding gaps in their pension plans 

that may need to be ad-
dressed, Florida is prob-
ably not one of them. So 
that brings us back to if it 
isn’t broken why fix it! 

We believe that while 
“Bennett is still crunching 
numbers with the state 
budget office before filing 
his bill”, he should be 
honest with those num-
bers, and not misconstrue 
statistics for good sound 

bites and political rhetoric. If the bud-
get needs to be reduced, and the finan-
cial system needs to be reformed, we 
would like to encourage the legislators 
to knuckle down and cut wastes where 
waste exists, and not arbitrarily break 
promises and cut benefits to those 
who have worked for the benefits they 
were promised, and earned.

It’s never too early to garner support 
for protecting your benefits, please 
share this information with your fel-
low workers, friends and voters in 
general. 
Via Florida PBA

Senator Mike Bennett (R)
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Weddings • Birthdays • Reunions • Retirements

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

For reservations, call 954.584.7600

2901 SW 26th Terrace • Dania Beach
(behind the PBA office)

Special Rates For 
PBA Members

What’s Up?

Officer Lazaro Rodriguez was pro-
moted to Sergeant on July 9.

Officer of the Quarter for the 1st Quarter 
of 2010 - Officer Nick Fiacco.

Officer of the Quarter for the 2nd Quarter of 
2010  - Officer Grant S. Gundle.

Congratulations to all!

Wilton Manors Honors

Society honors its living 
conformist and its dead 
troublemakers. 
        —Mignon McLaughlin

BSO Deputy Brann Redl and 
his wife, Tina, welcomed a 
boy and a girl on August 16. 

Madison Lee weighed in at 5 lbs., 
8 oz. and was 19 inches long and 
Jake Austin weighed in at 6 lbs., 
4 oz., and was 19 1/2 inches long. 
Madison is two minutes older 
and already bossing her brother 
around.

Congratulations and welcome to the PBA family!

Births
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National Law 
Enforcement 
Memorial Gets 
A Facelift
In July, engravers began the long and 

detailed process of restoring every one of 
the 18,983 names on the National Law 

Enforcement Memorial in Washington, DC.

In the 20 
years since 
the memo-
rial was 
dedicated, 
weather, tree 
sap and other 
environmen-
tal deposits 
have caused 
the names to begin to fade. In December the  
NLEOMF board of directors made the restora-
tion of the memorial its number one priority.

The $1.1 million necessary to complete the 
re-engraving was raised through the Police 
Unity Tour during this year’s ride.
Source: NLEOMF

Photo courtesy of NLEOMF

Violent Crime Drops For 
Third Year
Reported crimes drop 5.3 percent despite 
troubled economy

For the third consecutive year, the FBI is 
reporting that violent crime is down. 
Property crime has also dropped for 

the seventh year. These numbers have ex-
perts stumped as crime usually increases 
during tough economic times.

The FBI is reporting that violent crimes in 
2009 dropped 5.3 percent from 2008, while 
property crimes fell 4.6 percent.

Historically, when the economy dips, crime rates usually increase. In 
the 70s and 80s this was the case. But even with current economic dif-
ficulties, murder fell by 7.3 percent, robbery by 8 percent, aggravated 
assault by 4.2 percent and rape by 2.6 percent. In property crime, ve-
hicle theft dropped 17.1 percent, larceny by 4 percent and burglary by 
1.3 percent.

Attorney General Eric Holder attributes smarter policing practices and 
investment in law enforcement for the drops.

But James Alan Fox, a criminologist at Northeastern University, warns 
that cuts to police budgets could reverse those numbers. With less 
money begin spent on things like youth crime prevention and crime 
control, these numbers could increase in the future.
Source: Associated Press

Highway Deaths Lowest Since 1950

The number of people dying on 
America’s roadways fell to its low-
est level in 60 years in 2009, a 

drop attributed to seat belts, safer cars 
and tougher DUI enforcement.

The U.S. DOT reported that traf-
fic deaths fell 9.7 percent in 2009 to 
33,808, the lowest number since 1950. 
Forty-one states, the District of Colum-
bia and Puerto Rico all saw reductions 
in highway deaths. Florida lead the way 
with 422 fewer fatalities. Texas was second, 
down 405.

The Governors Highway Safety Association attributes the improve-
ments to more people wearing seat belts, enhanced vehicle safety 

features like side air bags and anti-lock brakes and stability control, 
and more stringent enforcement of DUI laws.

The DOT’s annual report also saw decreases in motorcycle fatali-
ties, breaking a run of 11 years of consecutive increases. Decreases 
in the number of people injured in car crashes were seen for the 

10th year in a row. Alcohol-impaired driving deaths declined 7.4 
percent as well.

Source: Associated Press
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Letters And Thanks
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Member Marketplace

2501 NW 34th Place, Suite 27
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Office: 954-971-1018
Fax: 954-971-1019

Kevin Bolling, President
Cell: 954-520-5087
nttinc@yahoo.com

• Silk Screening 
• Numbering 

• Custom Work 
• Personalized Gifts
• Fundraising Items

20% Off For 
PBA Members

NTTINotice That Tee, Inc.

Custom-Made 
Die Cast Metal 
Modelss

Paul Weiss
954-497-0400

1:26 Scale
Case Included
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)
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