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Legislative Session Ends
Overall results positive for members

The 2012 Florida legislative session ended on 
March 9. The session was overall fairly posi-
tive for our members; there were a few bills, 

and some hopeful news on moves lawmakers made 
last year that had a negative 
effects on law enforcement 
professionals throughout the 
state.

FRS Update
On March 6, Florida Circuit 
Court Judge Jackie Fulford 
issued her ruling on the 
lawsuit against the state 
brought by the Florida PBA 
regarding changes to the 
Florida Retirement System. 
She ruled in our favor, say-
ing that two of the reforms 
enacted by the legislature 
violated the contractual rela-
tionship between employees 
and their employers. The 
mandatory 3% contribution 
and the suspension of the 
COLA substantially altered 
the existing pension plan, 
resulting in the “taking” of 
personal property and violat-
ing the right to collectively 
bargain pension benefits.

The judge ordered that enforcement cease on the 3% 
contribution, that the COLA suspension be lifted 
and that the State Board of Administration (SBA) 
repay all contributions  plus interest. The SBA, of 
course, immediately appealed the decision, staying 
the Judge Fulford’s judgement, which means that 
things will go on as they have been until the appeal 
process is over. That could be this fall or later.

In the meantime, SB 5005 was passed, which sets 
the employer and employee contribution rates for 

the FRS pension and investment plans. The 
participants of each plan are legally bound to 
pay the same. SB 5005 lowered the rate from 
20% to 14%. The benefit changes enacted last 

year made the costs to run 
the programs go down, 
which makes the rate go 
down. The final resolution 
of the PBA lawsuit will 
determine whether that rate 
stays at 14% or increases.

We’ll keep you posted on 
the outcome of the appeals.

Homestead Exemption 
For Surviving Spouses
This measure will go to a 
vote during the November 
election. It will take a 60% 
approval to add this to the 
Florida Constitution, so we 
will need you to help get the 
word out as we get closer 
to election day. If approved, 
this law will provide an ad-
ditional homestead exemp-
tion for the surviving spouse 
of a law enforcement officer 
killed in the line of duty.

Firearms & Destructive Devices
This legislation was authored by Tampa PBA 
President Greg Stout; PBA Lobbyist Gary 
Bradford was invaluable in getting it passed. 
The law says that a person who was previously 
convicted of a felony will serve at least a 10-
year minimum mandatory sentence if that per-
son is in possession of a firearm or destructive 
device and commits one of a host of felonies.
Source: Florida PBA
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The Broward Centurion is published by 
the Broward County Police Benevolent 
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members. The Broward Centurion is 
dedicated to the advancement of the 
law enforcement profession through 
better and stronger community 
relations. The opinions expressed 
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 Broward County PBA
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 Fort Lauderdale, Florida  
 33312

• Letters or articles must be 
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 writer’s true name and 
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 • All articles submitted  
 for publication must be 
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 • The Broward County PBA 
 reserves the right of the 
 Executive Board or  
 Editor to amend or to add   
an editor’s comment to any 
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 • Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
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At 11:59 pm on Friday, March 9th, the 2012 Florida legislative session ended. In 
January I wrote that lawmakers might be easy on us this year with redistricting 
being the big issue; this was not the case. They wasted no time introducing chang-

es to both FRS and municipal pensions and, of course, prison privatization. Apparently 
they hadn’t done enough damage last year. Yet this session ended very close to where 
it began. But don’t even think for one moment that these attacks on us are over. This 
Republican Governor and Republican-led legislature have seen their strong-arm tactics 
and illegal actions fail, but unless we change who returns to Tallahassee this November, 
THEY’LL BE BACK!

The PBA and Teachers were victorious in the 3% FRS contribution lawsuit. In case you 
did not know, two of the plaintiffs in the case were PBA members. Circuit Court Judge 
Jackie Fulford (do not forget that name) ruled in your favor on every claim. The judge 
ordered the State Board of Administration (SBA) to stop the 3% employee contribution, 
lift the suspension of the 3% COLA and repay all contributions with interest. The SBA, 
led by Governor Scott, filed an appeal the very next day, placing a stay on the judge’s 
decision. The PBA and Teachers petitioned the district court seeking to have the case 
passed immediately to the Florida Supreme Court. If you’re keeping track like I am, with 
the recent privatization lawsuit decision (also by Judge Fulford) in the PBA’s favor, that 
makes PBA 2, Scott 0.

BSO Deputies, Sergeants and Lieutenants:  Much like the Broward County employees, 
the State of Florida made no changes to the state employees’ health insurance premiums 
this year.

The FRS suit should show the importance of our involvement in judicial elections. This 
November three Florida Supreme Court justices will face reelection with far-reaching 
consequences for Florida’s future. Should we retain Justices Fred Lewis, Barbara Pariente 
and Peggy Quince for the next six years or we let Rick Scott appoint their replacements?  
Lewis, Pariente and Quince have a great deal of political and legal talent working to keep 
them on the bench. Former Attorney General Bob Butterworth, along with three former 
presidents of the Florida Bar and the PBA, are among those in favor of retaining them.

Our deepest sympathies and prayers are with the family, friends and co-workers of State 
Corrections Sgt. Ruben Thomas and Brevard County SO Deputy Barbara Pill, who died 
in the line of duty in March. Though we may have never met, we know them, we will 
miss them, and we will never forget them.
 
 Please remember to keep those who are serving in the United States Armed Forces in 
your thoughts and prayers. 

We are proud to represent each and every one of you who is brave enough, proud enough 
and strong enough to wear the badge. You are among the best in Broward County, the 
State of Florida and the Nation. I thank each of you and your families for your sacrifices, 
your hard work and the risks you take. 
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Executive Board

Board of Directors
BSO (Support)

Paul Weiss
BSO – At Large (LE)

Michael Joseph Catalano
Ian Doriot

Armando Enrique
Robert Lahiff

Jay Leiner
Lee Martin

Jim Pendergast
Jeff Poole

Mark Trudel
BSO – District (LE)
Christopher Bradley

Chris Caldwell
Carlo Cardarelli

Kelli Covet
Steven Davis

James Demato
Rich Engels
John Herrera
Dean Mirra
Art Perry

Robert Petoskey
Victor Rivas

Ivan Roiz
Ralph Romb
Guntis Treijs

Jerry Vosburgh
BSO (Lts)

Linda Canada-Stuck

Broward Schools 
Investigative Unit

Kathleen Andersen
Richard Orzech - Alt. 

Coconut Creek
Dan Eberly
Darren Karp

Coconut Creek (Sgts)
Kirk Carlson

Hallandale Beach
Marc Dady

Ed Diaz
Ed McGovern

Thomas Montellanico - Alt.

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark
Hollywood

Steven Bolger
Chris Christianson

Rick Losenbeck
Keith Wadsworth

Wilbur Fernander - Alt.
Lighthouse Point

Chris Oh
Carmen Roldan
Margate (Spvrs)

Andy Zettek
Miramar

George Mankowski
Thomas Tiberio

Scott Untch
Peter Bermudez - Alt.

Jason Fox - Alt.
Pembroke Pines
Andrew Brooks

Adam Feiner 
Chris Grant

Sea Ranch Lakes
Ron Stabile

Mike Tarr - Alt.
Sunrise

John Jaslowski
Sunrise (Lts)

Bob Dorn
Wilton Manors

Shawn Chadwick
Nicholas Fiacco
Frank Pilewski

Welcome 
New Members

Senior Vice President
Jeff Marano

Vice President
Debbie Reggio

Treasurer
Rodney Skirvin

Secretary
Drew Brooks

General Counsel
Barbara Duffy 

Assistant General Counsel
Claudia I. Estrada

Immediate Past President
Dick Brickman

Legislative Chairman
Neil Vaughan

President
Patrick Hanrahan

Office Staff
Charter Secretary

Linda
Receptionist/Membership

Lynn
Secretary/Detail Coordinator

Kim
Legal Assistant 

Maryann
Communications Director

Megan

Retired
Joey C. Bechard BSO
Robert Campbell BSO
Peter Desmond Pembroke Pines 
James Hyde Pembroke Pines
Philip Marino Pembroke Pines

Charles Burrows Hollywood PD
Brian Cassidy Hollywood PD
Kyle Karl Hollywood P.D.
Steven Kastner Hollywood PD
Kevin Kennison BSO
Ryan Liss Hollywood PD
Marc Pekrol Hollywood PD
Chester Reaves Miramar PD
Louis Scholtz BSO
Scott Stone BSO
Juan Villar BSO
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Build The 
Broward Memorial
1st annual golf 
tournament May 25th

The first annual BPMA Golf Tournament to benefit 
the Broward Law Enforcement & K-9 Memorial 
is scheduled for Friday, May 25th at the Jacaranda 

Country Club. Registration is $500 per team. 
Prizes include: hole-in-one, longest drive 

hole, closest to the pin, plus raffles and 
a silent auction.

For more information and to 
register a team, visit honor-
guardinc.com

Two Florida 
LEOs Lost In 
March

In March we lost two   law enforcement of-
ficers in the line of duty.

Brevard County Sheriff’s Deputy Barbara Pill was 
gunned down while 
responding to a 
theft call on March 
6. Deputy Pill was 
a 30-year law en-
forcement veteran, 
working for the 
Miami-Dade Police 
Department before 

joining Brevard County in 1997.

Florida Department of Corrections Sergeant 
Ruben Thomas was stabbed to death by an inmate 
at Columbia Correction Institute Annex on March 
18. Thomas had been with the Department of 
Corrections since 2006. Another officer, William 
Brewer, was also injured during the attack.

Our thoughts and condolences go out to the fami-
lies of Dep. Pill and Sgt. Thomas. 
Sources: Brevard County Sheriff’s Office, Florida PBA and 
The Gainesville Sun

Address Changed?
Don’t forget to update your information with us so you don’t miss an issue!

Charity Raffle To 
Benefit Member’s 
Family

The Broward PBA’s HOPE Fund is holding a raffle 
to benefit the family of BSO Sgt. Ronnie DeAngelo, 
whose son is battling leukemia. The family will be 

in Houston, Texas, for an extended period while their son 
is getting treatment.

We want to help lift some of the burden on Ronnie and 
his family, so we’re raising funds with raffle. For a small 
price you can buy the chance to win a two-night stay at 
the four-diamond Hawk’s Cay resort on Duck Key in the 
Florida Keys. Check out the propertly here: hawkscay.
com/.

Tickets are $5 each or you can purchase six for $25. To 
get your tickets, contact Jeff Poole at 954-401-6116.

The drawing will be held on May 11.
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Vests For K-9s
Charity provides protection 
for police dogs

The training, care and feeding of a single police K-9 can 
cost about $50,000 over the dog’s service life. That’s a 
huge investment, and it should be protected. Unfortu-

nately most agencies don’t have the budget to provide body 
armor for their K-9 officers: A custom-made bullet- and stab-
proof vest for one dog costs about $828.

Protect The Paws is a charity created to donate bullet-and stab-
proof vests to police 
K-9s in South Florida. 
They have partnered 
with the non-profit 
Associated Humane 
Societies Inc. to tap into 
their dedicated Vested 
Interest fund. The fund 
has donated over 1,000 
vests throughout the 
country.

They are currently look-
ing for K-9 handlers 
who would like to get 
a vest for their part-
ners. To get on the list, 
contact Kathe Holmes at 
305-251-2174.

If you would like to 
make a tax-deductible donation, you can mail a check made 
out to Vested Interest Fund and mail it to: Debbie Beyfuss, 
Associated Humane Societies, 124 Evergreen Avenue, New-
ark, NJ  07114. Please include Protect The Paws on the memo 
line. An acknowledgement of your gift for tax purposes will be 
mailed to you.

For more information about the Associate Humane Societies, 
visit their website at: ahscares.org. To learn more about Protect 
The Paws write to protectthepaws@aol.com.

Pluto, of the Miami PD, in his new vest

Commit An 
Act Of Green
Earth Day is April 22

Celebrate Earth day this year by commit-
ting an act of green, which just means 
doing one thing to be kinder to the 

planet.. More than one billion people partici-
pate in Earth Day activities each year, making 
it the largest civic observance in the world. So 
what can you do for Earth Day? 

Green Act Ideas
•	 Pledge to recycle 

more
•	 Take shorter showers to 

conserve water
•	 Turn the tap off 

when brushing 
your teeth

•	 Replace paper towels with cloth ones
•	 Pick up reusable grocery bags and use 

them
•	 Plant a tree
•	 Replace traditional light bulbs with 

energy-saving versions
•	 Schedule a home energy audit, and act on 

the recommendations
•	 Walk more, drive less
•	 Wash your clothes in cold water
•	 Unplug appliances when not in use 
•	 Turn off the lights and the ceiling fan 

when you leave the room
•	 Invest in energy-saving appliances
•	 Switch to environmentally friendly clean-

ing products

Don’t worry about not doing enough; every 
little bit helps. Happy Earth Day!

Source: earthday2012.org and earthday.org
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Florida is one of the hardest hit real estate markets in this 
country, almost doubling the national average of homes 
under water - meaning the amount owed on your home 

exceeds today’s fair market value. Since 2007, more than 4 
million homeowners have lost their homes to foreclosure and 
the amount of delinquent homeowners that are currently more 
than 60 days past due on their mortgages is staggering and still 
growing. 

It’s no surprise that homeowners are 
applying for loan modifications.  Un-
fortunately, homeowners are finding 
that working with lenders can be a very 
lengthy and frustrating process.  The 
two most common types of loan modi-
fications that exist in today’s market 
place are the HAMP (Home Affordable 
Modification Program) loan modifica-
tion and the investor or proprietary loan 
modification. The most important aspect 
of the HAMP program are the underlying 
factors and formulas the lenders use to 
determine whether you pass the required 
NPV (Net Present Value) factoriza-
tion formulas that homeowners and the 
general public are NOT aware of. Each 
individual case must pass the NPV test 
for the lender or servicer to qualify your loan under the HAMP 
program.  The key factor here is knowing how to properly 
qualify yourself to determine if you are eligible for the HAMP 
modification.  If you don’t qualify, you may be eligible for an 
investor or proprietary loan modification. It is very important 
to keep in mind that the lender is looking out for their inter-
est - NOT yours! So many Americans have unintentionally shot 
themselves in the foot by not knowing what to say or do. 

Each lender has its own procedures and forms. I cannot stress 
enough the importance of filling out these forms properly 
and completely.  This includes providing the complete set of 
documents they require as well.  Lenders receive thousands 
of packages every week, so it can take a few weeks for them 
to upload everything into their system.  The lender has to go 
through a series of procedures in their process such as ordering 
credit reports, property appraisals, income verification, etc to 
get your loan ready to be reviewed by either a negotiator or an 
underwriter. Depending on your lender and their current case 
load and process these steps can take months.  Be prepared for 
them to continually ask you for updated pay stubs, bank state-

Loan Modification:  It’s No Walk In 
The Park
By Russ Stampler, Reyes Law Group

ments, P&Ls for the self-employed, etc.  They 
may also ask you to resubmit the forms you 
originally filled out, since they usually expire 
every 60 to 90 days. If you fail to respond to any 
of their requests, your loan modification file will 
be closed out and you would have to reapply.  
If you are fortunate enough to get through this 
lengthy process, you may be approved for a three 

month “trial modification” 
or you may be declined 
for any number of reasons. 
For the fortunate group of 
you that get approved for 
your trial mod, you are 
basically 80 - 90% of the 
way through and should 
get your permanent loan 
mod approved in roughly 
three months, assuming 
you have made all your 
trial payments in a timely 
matter.  

For the rest of you, don’t 
give up. Seek help from 
loan modification special-
ists who can determine 

whether or not you are qualified for a loan modi-
fication via HAMP or a proprietary modification 
and, more important, what your new monthly 
modified mortgage payment should be. These 
specialists can properly submit your package to 
the lender and take the stress off your shoulders 
by following up and negotiating with your lender.  

Russ Stampler is a loan modification specialist at Reyes Law 
Group, located in Davie. Visit their Web site at reyeslegal.com. His 
practice focuses on mortgage foreclosure defense, real estate trans-
actions, short sale negotiations and loan modifications statewide. 
For a courtesy consultation, call 954/369-1993 or 800/528-7720. Se 

habla Español.
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Election 2012: Thanks

Thank you to all those members and friends who volunteered in Pembroke 
Pines for election day on Tuesday, January 31:

Adams, Travis
Aguilera, Ryan
Anaya, Andrea
Anderson, Tim

Balladares, David
Barnes, Richard

Bermudez, Carlos
Bermudez, Luis
Bomba, Jamie

Bonkowski, Mark
Brent, Kelly

Brooks, Mike 
Brown, Joe

Burgs, Kevin
Burgs, Tommy

Burke, Benjamin

Cabrera, Joey
Capasso, Chris

Cerino, Anthony
Chacon-Chang, Chris

Cockrell, Timothy
Cook, Mike

Corrtejer, Carlos

David, Jeff
Dearing, Angela

Desilets, Jeff
Draughn, Kristen

Fanelli, Michelle
Forseth, Keith

Forsythe, Jordan 

Gonzalez, A.J.
Goodwin, Angela

Goulding, Paul
Grant, Mike

Groves, Dawn 
Groves, Scott 

Heim, Carl
Helms, Jim

Hemmingway, Sean
Henry, Jim

Herring, Charles
Hines, Don
Hyatt, Brad

Inman, Tina
Jurgens, Stacy

Katz, Wayne
Keegan, Charles

Leboeuf, Rick
Lebouef, Brian

Maher, Brian
Maher, Tom

Martinez, Nelson
Mazone, Brandon

McCausland, Sydney
McCluskey, Kevin

McKay, Mike
Merrill, Mike

Moore, Matthew
Morales, Shianynski

Moran, Tom
Munzer, Russell

Mussoline, Charles

Okegbola, Olayemi

Pagliai, Pat
Pazienza, Mike

Peddy, Kevin
Pereira, Feddy
Prescott, Alan

Rairden, Dianna
Ratliff, Barbara

Ruiz, Rod
Rupp, Craig
Ryan, Jimmy

Sammarco, Bobby
Sammarco, Danny
Sammarco, Johnny

Scopa, Bobby
Seguin, Mel

Sengelmann, Scott
Shimpeno, Kipp

Silver, Mike
Sorensen, Robert

Soubasis, Dean
Stasio, Chris

Thompson, Dave
Tyminkski, Jim

Vargas, Jose
Varnadoe, Tom
Vaughan, Neil

Velez-Ortega, Orville

Walsh, Mike
Walter, Benjamin
Wetterer, Steve
Williams, Jeff
Wollard, Sean

Wright, Russell

Xiques, Al

Yap, Sean
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

What’s Up? 
Hollywood Honors

Hollywood Officer Ernest Can-
delmo was selected Officer of 
the Month for January 2012.

On April 15, annual awards will be 
given to the following members:

Supervisor of the Year: Lt. Kenneth 
Haberland

Officer of the Year: Ofc. Michael Mc-
Bride

Detective of the Year: Det. Daniel Dunn

The following members will be promoted on that same day:

Maj. Scott Pardon
Lt. Chris O’Brien
Lt. Van Szeto
Lt. Nikki Coffin
Lt. Robert Wolfkill
Lt. Paul Andrianis
Sgt. Paul Laskowski
Sgt. Rhett Cady
Sgt. Chris Boyd
Sgt. Brian Bartlett
Sgt. Cherie Stetkar
Sgt. Al Agnone

And finally, welcome to the newest members of the Holly-
wood Police Department, sworn in on March 15:

Ofc. Charles Burrows
Ofc. Brian Cassidy
Ofc. Kyle Karl
Ofc. Ryan Liss
Ofc. Marc Pekrol

Congratulations to all; we are very proud to have each and 
every one of you as PBA members.
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Member Marketplace

20% discount for 
PBA members and 

their families

2501 NW 34th Place, Suite 27
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Office: 954-971-1018
Fax: 954-971-1019

Kevin Bolling, President
Cell: 954-520-5087
nttinc@yahoo.com

• Silk Screening 
• Numbering 

• Custom Work 
• Personalized Gifts
• Fundraising Items

20% Off For 
PBA Members

NTTINotice That Tee, Inc.

Open to Active PBA Members 

To Advertise here, contact 
Megan@bcpba.org
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