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On Tuesday, May 22, the public 
hearing before the Broward 
County Commission over the 

impasse between BSO and the PBA 
Deputies and Sergeants Unit was 
concluded. As you know, BSO and 
the PBA were at an impasse over the 
two reopeners, Article 19 Wages and 
Article 36 Insurance. Generally, BSO 
proposed a 0% COLA and Medical 
Health Plan Alternate I that included 
several changes in your health ben-
efits, significant increases in co¬pays 
and significant increases in deductibles 
on all four Coventry health plans. The 
PBA membership overwhelmingly 
rejected BSO’s proposal and made it 
very clear to BSO that the member-
ship wanted no change to the medical 
health plans offered by BSO. As a result, pursu-
ant to Florida Law, we went before the Broward 
County Commission who made the final and bind-
ing decision. 

The PBA maintained our position and requested 
a 3% COLA and no change to the medical health 
plans offered by BSO. However, BSO requested 
that the Commission reject the 3% COLA and 
impose Medical Health Plan Alternate I in addition 
to making every PBA member pay $300 per month 
per member for the first four months of this year. 

After the public hearing, the Broward County 
Commission imposed the following: 

•	 As it relates to Article 19 Wages, there will be 
no wage increases. 

•	 As it relates to Article 36 Insurance, PBA 
members are not required to pay BSO for the 
first 6 months of maintaining the 2011 (cur-
rent) medical health benefits. BSO argued 

BSO Impasse Update

that it was the PBA’s fault 
that all BSO employees had 
not transitioned to Medical 
Health Plan Alternate I, in 
spite of all other collective 
bargaining units having rati-
fied their CBA’s accepting 
Alternate I. Therefore, BSO 
wanted the PBA Deputies 
and Sergeants to pay for the 
cost that BSO incurred to 
keep the entire agency on 
the 2011 (current) medical 
health benefits. The Broward 
County Commission unani-
mously agreed with the PBA 
and disagreed with BSO and 
voted to not impose that cost 
on the PBA members. 

•	 However, for the remainder of the calendar 
year, the last 6 months, the Commission 
imposed Medical Health Plan Alternate I. 

Pursuant to Florida Law the PBA must submit 
this package, imposed by the Broward County 
Commission, to the members for their vote. 
However, the Commission’s mandate (the pack-
age highlighted above) will be imposed on the 
membership even if it is not ratified.

by Claudia Estrada, Assistant General Counsel
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The Broward 
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2650 West State Road 84
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Telephone: 954/584-7600
Fax: 954/583-0405

Megan Gordon, Editor

E-mail: megan@bcpba.org

The Broward Centurion is published by 
the Broward County Police Benevolent 
Association for the sole benefit of its 
members. The Broward Centurion is 
dedicated to the advancement of the 
law enforcement profession through 
better and stronger community 
relations. The opinions expressed 
in the publication of The Broward 
Centurion are not necessarily those of 
the Broward County PBA, its Executive 
Board or the Board of Directors.

Members or readers submitting letters 
to the editor or articles for publication 
are requested to adhere to the 
following:

 • Submissions should be
 sent to:

 Broward County PBA
 Attn: Centurion
 2650 West State Road 84
 Fort Lauderdale, Florida  
 33312

• Letters or articles must be 
 accompanied by the 
 writer’s true name and 
 address.

 • All articles submitted  
 for publication must be 
 accompanied by a 
 statement giving 
 permission to publish.

 • All submissions must be 
 legible.

 • The Broward County PBA 
 reserves the right of the 
 Executive Board or  
 Editor to amend or to add   
an editor’s comment to any 
 article or letter submitted.

 • Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
 unless otherwise specified.

2 Pat Hanrahan

I hope your Independence Day celebration was a joyful and happy event, and that the 
weather held out.

On June 16th Jeff Marano, Rod Skirvin, Drew Brooks and I attended the annual Palm 
Beach County PBA Police Officer’s Ball. The Broward County PBA would like to 
thank the Palm Beach PBA for their wonderful hospitality. Congratulations to all of 
the honorees and thank you all for a job well done.

The Broward County PBA spent two full days in June, from 8 am until as late as 7 pm, 
screening candidates running for various political offices here in Broward. I would 
like to thank all the PBA Reps that volunteered their time to participate in this very 
important process. The PBA spends a great deal of time and effort in this process to 
determine which candidates will be strong supporters of our issues, which they will be 
facing if they are successfully elected to office.
 
I cannot stress enough how important the elections coming up this year are. We cannot 
continue to return these people, who consistently attack our members, their families 
and the benefits we have struggled so hard to achieve over years and years, back to 
their offices. We must send these people a message that we will not go down without a 
fight. We may lose some of these elections, but we must let them know that they have 
been in a fight and we will be back to fight again, and again, and again…. 

The PBA will need volunteers before each election day and especially on Primary 
Election Day – August 14 and General Election Day – November 6. We will only 
need a couple of hours of your time, even if it’s time before or after your shifts. You 
don’t have to be a PBA Rep to volunteer. Any member, family member or friends may 
volunteer. We will be setting this up and coordinating the schedules. We will keep you 
posted. Contact the PBA, much needs to be done and we need your help.

We will continue to remind everyone of the upcoming elections on August 14th and 
November 6th and the importance that voting this time is to each one of us and our 
families. You can’t just sit back and do nothing. We must not let the benefits that we 
have all fought so hard to get just be taken away from us. We must take the responsi-
bility to go out and vote and support the PBA endorsed candidates. We can’t leave it 
up to others. We must help ourselves. Let’s stay focused and disciplined on our goals. 
We need everyone’s help. Our strength comes directly from our ability to stay united.

Remember, reflect and honor those who have given their all in service to their country 
to preserve our heritage of freedom. And as always, keep those who are serving in our 
Armed Forces in your thoughts and prayers and also please pause for a moment to 
remember those brave souls who have not yet returned home – POW, MIA, KIA.

We are proud to represent each and every one of you who is brave enough, proud 
enough and strong enough to wear the badge. You are among the best in Broward 
County, the State of Florida and the nation. I thank each of you and your families for 
your sacrifices, your hard work and the risks you take. 
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Executive Board

Board of Directors
BSO (Support)

Paul Weiss
BSO – At Large (LE)

Michael Joseph Catalano
Ian Doriot

Armando Enrique
Robert Lahiff

Jay Leiner
Lee Martin

Jim Pendergast
Jeff Poole

Mark Trudel
BSO – District (LE)
Christopher Bradley

Chris Caldwell
Carlo Cardarelli

Kelli Covet
Steven Davis

James Demato
Rich Engels
John Herrera
Dean Mirra
Art Perry

Robert Petoskey
Victor Rivas

Ivan Roiz
Ralph Romb
Guntis Treijs

Jerry Vosburgh
BSO (Lts)

Linda Canada-Stuck

Broward Schools 
Investigative Unit

Kathleen Andersen
Coconut Creek

Dan Eberly
Darren Karp

Coconut Creek (Sgts)
Kirk Carlson

Hallandale Beach
Marc Dady

Ed Diaz
Ed McGovern

Thomas Montellanico - Alt.

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark
Hollywood

Steven Bolger
Chris Christianson

Rick Losenbeck
Keith Wadsworth

Wilbur Fernander - Alt.
Lighthouse Point

Chris Oh
Carmen Roldan
Margate (Spvrs)

Andy Zettek
Miramar

George Mankowski
Thomas Tiberio

Scott Untch
Peter Bermudez - Alt.

Jason Fox - Alt.
Pembroke Pines
Andrew Brooks

Adam Feiner 
Chris Grant

Sea Ranch Lakes
Ron Stabile

Mike Tarr - Alt.
Sunrise

Joel Schiller
Sunrise (Lts)

Bob Dorn
Wilton Manors

Shawn Chadwick
Nicholas Fiacco
Frank Pilewski

Welcome 
New Members

Senior Vice President
Jeff Marano

Vice President
Debbie Reggio

Treasurer
Rodney Skirvin

Secretary
Drew Brooks

General Counsel
Barbara Duffy 

Assistant General Counsel
Claudia I. Estrada

Immediate Past President
Dick Brickman

Legislative Chairman
Neil Vaughan

President
Patrick Hanrahan

Office Staff
Charter Secretary

Linda
Receptionist/Membership

Lynn
Secretary/Detail Coordinator

Kim
Legal Assistant 

Maryann
Communications Director

Megan

Retired

Anthony Lanza, Jr. BSO

Gary Baldree Pembroke Pines 
William Bohan Broward School Board
Gregory Brunetto Hollywood PD
Bernard Hilson BSO
Joseph Lomoraco BSO
Angeleca Lozonsky BSO
Andrew McClelland Hallandale Beach PD 
Justin Popps BSO
Daniel Rakofsky BSO
Edward Suarez Davie
Aju Thomas Pembroke Pines PD
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One of the many benefits PBA members enjoy is 
having legal assistance available to them 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, at NO extra cost. Yet, 

there are law enforcement officers who expose them-
selves every day without access to an attorney - many of 
those are officers in their probationary period.

Benefits Of Membership 
Normally, probationary officers/depu-
ties are not afforded similar 
rights under a collective bar-
gaining agreement (CBA) as 
the non-probationary officers/
deputies until they have com-
pleted probation. However, 
probationary officers/depu-
ties are not immune to facing 
criminal or civil charges 
when involved in a duty-related 
shooting, use of force, accidents or 
other duty-related matters. Time and time 
again probationary officers/deputies who aren’t members 
are involved in duty-related shootings and face the added 
stress of having to hire an attorney and paying out-of-
pocket for representation. The cost of representing an 
officer facing criminal charges is a minimum of $5,000; 
the security of having a PBA attorney available is price-
less. Additionally, all members in good standing benefit 
from the Pre-paid Legal Assistance Program (PLAP).

Note that you must be a PBA member in good standing 
at the time of the incident to be eligible for representa-
tion.

On Probation? 
You Need The 
PBA
Protect yourself in job-
related criminal and civil 
cases
by Claudia Estrada, Assistant General 
Counsel

Volunteers 
Needed
Help PBA-endorsed 
candidates by working 
the polls

The PBA needs your help! We need volunteers 
on election day to work the polls and promote 
those candidates that we are endorsing.

We’ll need people for both 
the August 14 primary and 
the November 6 general 
election.

Political action is 
an important part 
of what we do for our 
membership. Having elected 
officials who are pro-law-en-
forcement helps get legislation passed that benefits 
our entire membership.

Working the polls puts our candidates top-of-mind 
with voters.

Get involved and help shape your future. Call the 
PBA office or talk with your PBA rep about volun-
teering on election day.

BSO Lieutenants 
Ratify Contract

The BSO Lieutenants’ bargain-
ing unit voted to accept the 
contract proposed by BSO.

 In exchange for accepting 
changes to health insurance 
benefits, the unit will be getting 24 
hours of sick time converted to vacation 
time as well as an extra 24 hours of administra-
tive leave.
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PBA Members Honored As Heroes
Three BSO deputies recognized for their actions 
during Turnpike shootings

On May 10, David Bradley hijacked two cars, robbed a barber 
shop and shot at law enforcement officers, finally taking his 
life on the Florida Turnpike. 

During the standoff in southern Bro-
ward County, three BSO deputies and 
PBA members distinguished them-
selves with their actions.

Deputy Osvaldo Petitfrere assisted 
wounded Key Biscayne Police Officer 
Nelia Real, who had been shot in the 
neck by Bradley. Using his experience 
from three tours in Iraq to determine 
that Real was bleeding too profusely 
to wait for an ambulance, Osvaldo put 

her in his car and drove her to Memo-
rial Regional Hospital for treatment. 
His quick thinking saved Officer Real’s 
life.

While Deputy Petitfrere was attend-
ing to the wounded officer, Deputy 
Giovani Zamora and Sgt. Heriberto 
Granado were chasing Bradley on foot 
before he turned his gun on himself, 
ending the standoff.

The deputies were recognized in a 
press conference on May 14 at the Public Safety Building.

Member Wounded 
Responding To Incident

BSO Deputy Enid Conley was 
responding to the scene on the 
Florida Turnpike when she 
was injured in a car accident.

Deputy  Conley was at 
Sheridan and I-95 when she 
swerved to avoid an oncoming 
car and crashed, breaking her 
leg.

We wish her a full and speedy 
recovery.

Osvaldo Petitfrere (with Sheriff 
Lamberti)

L to R: Heriberto Granado and Giovani 
Zamora (with Chief Cummings)

We are proud to call these gentlemen 
PBA members. Thank you for all that 
you do.

Primary: August 14
General Election: November 6Save The Dates
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Letters & Thanks

Julio Gonzalez, Jr, Candidate For 
Circuit Court Judge

Circuit Judge Nicholas 
Lopane
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2012 PBA Scholarship Awards

1st Place
Lisa Hailey
3rd Place

Leslie Medina

Alexandra Peterson
Nicole Poole

Alexis Rodriquez
Christina Sallustio

Jasmine Wilson

I wish to thank our scholarship committee: Linda Brickman, PBA Charter Secretary; Drew Brooks, PBA Secre-
tary; and the Honorable Iloma Holmes, 17th Judicial Circuit, Florida Circuit Court, for taking the time to read 
every essay submitted.

Thanks also to Matthew Oppedisano from The Legend Group for supporting our first place winner.

Congratulations to all and good luck in your future endeavors.

2nd Place
Peter Metzler

4th Place
Katherine Berman

5th Place
Shannon Wilson

Jessia Baker
Joshua Brown
Desiree Bueno

Jacqueline Bukata
Samantha Christianson

Other Recipients
Joshua Golt

Natalie Hailey
Jenna Kratz

Sydney Madrigal
Natalie Perez

Lisa Hailey’s parents, right, with Matthew Oppedisano

Peter Metzler, with his parents Leslie Medina, with her mom
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Got a big event 
or announcement 
you want to 
share? 

Contact 
megan@bcpba.org
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All elections are important, and this year’s November 
election is particularly important for many reasons. We 
will be electing a president and many other political 

offices that will shape the future of Florida and especially the 
futures of public employees. Three of these races could be criti-
cal but often go unnoticed. They will be way down at the very 
bottom of the ballot, a place some voters don’t even get to. But 
what a mistake that would be.

Near the bottom of the general election ballot, 
three Florida Supreme Court Judges - Justice 
Fred Lewis, Justice Barbara Pariente and 
Justice Peggy Quince - will face the voters in 
November with far reaching consequences for 
Florida’s future. The retention referendum will 
decide whether these three justices keep their 
jobs for the next six years or whether Governor 
Scott gets to replace them with people who think 
the way he does.

An organization with tea party flavoring is targeting the 
justices. It’s part of a rising trend nationally that was marked 
by three Iowa justices being voted off the bench two years ago. 
Some courts’ rulings have fueled the kind of “kill the umpire” 
campaign that critics say undermines the concept of an indepen-
dent judiciary.

Retain Florida’s Supreme Court 
Justices
By Pat Hanrahan, President

Justices don’t face off against an opponent. In 
a retention referendum, the voters cast “yes” or 
“no” on a ballot as to whether a justice should be 
given another six-year term. They are required to 
campaign exclusively on their legal credentials.

The Court has watched over a lot of the agendas 
of Florida’s Republican-ruled legislature 

and  the governor. Challenges range 
from measures affecting new voter 

requirements to whether doctors 
can ask patients if they have a gun 
in the house. Recently a federal 
judge struck down Scott’s order 
requiring random drug testing of 
state workers as unconstitutional. 

A major case likely to go before 
the justices will decide whether 

demanding pension contributions 
from government workers in the FRS 

is unconstitutional.

This election, like all elections, is very impor-
tant to our PBA members and their families. 
The Broward County and Florida PBAs are 
asking you to go all the way through the ballots 
and vote to retain Justices Lewis, Pariente and 
Quince.

Several PBA-endorsed candidates have been automatically elected by running for office unopposed. Several of 
these candidates had other candidates that qualified in their races but by the end of the filing deadline, found 
themselves with no opponents. The Broward PBA would like to congratulate the following candidates:

PBA-Backed Candidates Go 
Unopposed

Circuit Court Judge Nicholas “Nick” Lopane
Circuit Court Judge Ari Abraham Porth

Circuit Court Judge Tim Bailey
Circuit Court Judge Geoff Cohen

State Representative Gwyndolen “Gwyn” Clarke-Reed
State Representative Hazelle P. Rogers

State Representative Jim Waldman

State Representative Shevrin Jones
Property Appraiser Lori Parrish

Supervisor of Elections Brenda C. Snipes
County Commissioner Martin David Kiar

County Commissioner Louis Wexler
School Board District 2 Patti Good
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

What’s Up? 
Births

BSO/Cooper City 
Deputy Of The 
Month

Hollywood Ser-
geant Ozzie 
Perez and his 

wife, Sandy, wel-
comed a son, Zacha-
ry Alexander, on may 
20. Zachary weighed 
in at 8 lbs., 3 oz. and 
was 20 inches long.

Congratulations and 
welcome to the PBA 
family!

Zachary Perez

Congratulations 
to Deputy and 
PBA rep Kelli 

Covet on being hon-
ored as both BSO’s 
and Cooper City’s 
Deputy of the Month 
for March.
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Member Marketplace

20% discount for 
PBA members and 

their families

2501 NW 34th Place, Suite 27
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Office: 954-971-1018
Fax: 954-971-1019

Kevin Bolling, President
Cell: 954-520-5087
nttinc@yahoo.com

• Silk Screening 
• Numbering 

• Custom Work 
• Personalized Gifts
• Fundraising Items

20% Off For 
PBA Members

NTTINotice That Tee, Inc.

Open to Active PBA Members 
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To Advertise Here, 

Contact 
Megan@bcpba.org
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