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The Broward Centurion is published by 
the Broward County Police Benevolent 
Association for the sole benefit of its 
members. The Broward Centurion is 
dedicated to the advancement of the law 
enforcement profession through better 
and stronger community relations. The 
opinions expressed in the publication 
of The Broward Centurion are not 
necessarily those of the Broward County 
PBA, its Executive Board or the Board of 
Directors.

Members or readers submitting letters to 
the editor or articles for publication are 
requested to adhere to the following:

Submissions should be sent to:

 Broward County PBA
 Attn: Centurion
 2650 West State Road 84
 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Letters or articles must be 
accompanied by the writer’s true 
name and address.

 All articles submitted for publication 
must be accompanied by a statement 
giving permission to publish.

 All submissions must be legible.

 The Broward County PBA reserves the 
right of the Executive Board or  
Editor to amend or to add an editor’s 
comment to any article or letter 
submitted.

 Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 Endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
 unless otherwise specified.

Jeff Marano

Over the past few months, we have been very busy politically, visiting with candi-
dates and attending fundraisers. Our time has been well spent and encompasses 
the entire spectrum of local and statewide candidates, from the school board to the 
governor. 

The PBA endorsement is a coveted one as both the public and candidates believe 
there is a connection between the PBA and the safety of their constituents. 

As this issue went to press, we signed the BSO Lieutenants agreement with Sheriff 
Israel. Many thanks to Debbie Reggio who worked very hard on the contract. Also, 
congratulations are in order for Debbie, as last week she was made a “Life Member” 
of the Broward PBA. Debbie is the first woman to attain this award which was voted 
on and supported by the board of directors. 

During this holiday season please remember those men and women in law enforce-
ment who made the ultimate sacrifice protecting the public.  Also, be sure to thank 
our veterans, old and new, for their service to this great nation.
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 Click and Follow!  
We are now on Facebook, Twitter, Google+, and LinkedIn. 

Follow us to get updated in realtime!

Simply Log on to our website www.bcpba.org and  
click on the links in our newsfeed to get to our social media pages. 

 

President’s Letter



Executive Board

Board of Directors
BSO (Support)

Paul Weiss
BSO – At Large (LE)

Kevin Bolling 
Meghan Brooks 

Jim Harrison 
Bob Lahiff 

Vince Marlin 
Chris Palamara 

Ralph Romb 
Jerry Vosburgh
Chris Palamara 

BSO – District (LE)
Aimee Alexander 

Christopher Bradley 
Kelli Covet 

James Demato 
Armand Demosthenes 

Rich Engels 
Mike Hencken 

Dean Mirra 
Art Perry 

Robert Petoskey 
Ivan Roiz 

Eric Swenson 
BSO (Lts)
Jeff Morse

Broward County District 
School Board Police

Bobby Spence

Coconut Creek
Dan Eberly

Coconut Creek (Sgts)
Kirk Carlson

Hallandale Beach
Todd Crevier
Marc Dady

Mike McKenzie
Pietro Roccisano - Alt.

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark

Hollywood
Derik Alexander
Steven Bolger
Dan Bromley

Richard Losenbeck
Lauderhill

Greg Solowsky
Lighthouse Point

Chris Oh
Carmen Roldan

Margate (Spvrs)
Andy Zettek
Miramar

George Mankowski
Lonnie Nix

Thomas Tiberio
Lawrence Calicchio - Alt.

Osvaldo Gomez - Alt.
Adam Lerner - Alt.
Pembroke Pines

Dan Donato
Adam Feiner 
Chris Grant

Sea Ranch Lakes
Ron Stabile

Sunrise
Joel Schiller

Sunrise (Lts)
Bob Dorn

Wilton Manors
Nicholas Fiacco

Shawn Chadwick 
Legislative Coordinators

Chris Palamara
Immediate Past President

Pat Hanrahan
Past Presidents

Dick Brickman
Steve Bias

Welcome To Our New Members

Senior Vice President
Debbie Reggio

Vice President
Rodney Skirvin

Treasurer
Drew Brooks

Secretary
Lee Martin

President
Jeff Marano

Office Staff
Office Manager/Detail Coordinator

Kim

Receptionist
Maryann

Membership
Ann

Legal Assistant 
Irene

Communications Director
Leonard

General Counsel 
Julio

General Counsel
Julio Gonzalez, Jr.          

Vincent Campos ...........................................Broward Sheriff’s Office
Ezequiel Canete ............................................Broward Sheriff’s Office
Dean Seymour ..............................................Broward Sheriff’s Office
Yvette Washington........................................Broward Sheriff’s Office
Joseph Williams ............................................Broward Sheriff’s Office
George Jarboe ...................................................... Coconut Creek P.D
John McKinney ..................................................... Coconut Creek P.D
Christian Salas ...................................................... Coconut Creek P.D
David Tablada ....................................................... Coconut Creek P.D
Dante Tanfulla ...................................................... Coconut Creek P.D
Jason Thomas ....................................................... Coconut Creek P.D
Marney Arango ................................................. Hallandale Beach P.D
Steven Geller ............................................................... Plantation P.D

Retired 
 

Notice:
Please be sure to update your address with the PBA if it changes. The 
PBA does not automatically receive address changes from the agencies 
so if you change it with your agency, you need to contact us as well. 

Our office hours are 8:30AM to 4:30PM
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In the News
For the month of November we had three police involved 
shootings, two were with dogs and the third occurred on 
November 20th, involving Sgt. John Kelly and Deputies Jack-
son and Hanstein.  These deputies were conducting a traffic 
enforcement operation in the City of Weston and this incident 
occurred when a suspect struck Sgt. Kelly with the motorcycle 
he was driving.  

All of the deputies involved are safe and have no permanent 
injuries.  We ask that we at all times cover each other’s back, 
for we are a Law Enforcement family.

BSO Lieutenants Sign Contract - After a year and a half in 
negotiations the Lieutenants have a contract.  The contract 
was ratified on November 26th with a vote of 26 yes to 1 no.  
The Lieutenants finally got the compression rate which they 
deserved.

The contract was signed on December 9th, in the Lynn Futch 
Auditorium at 1:00.  We wish to thank Representative Jeff 
Morse and his hard work on getting most of what the men 
and women of his unit wanted, as well as the Lieutenants who 
came out to vote.  Once again we will be back at this in 2015.

We will update you on these stories and more right here and 
on our social media sites.  

Holiday Stress
One would think that around this time of year, spending time 
with loved ones, family, and friends would mean a time of re-
laxation and perhaps even reflection. Unfortunately, that is not 
always the case, as we live in a world filled with stress, and our 
stress becomes even worse during the winter holiday season.

As officers our lives are filled with a high level of stress that 
the public simply does not think about or understand. If an 
accountant makes a mistake, he can go back and adjust the 
numbers later on, if a salesperson loses a sale, she can soon 
find another client. But if a police officer makes a mistake it’s 
quite possible that a life can be lost, including his or her own. 

Constant stress can cause 
severe medical conditions in-
cluding high blood pressure, 
depression, hypertension and 
more. Fortunately there are 
many ways to combat stress.

One of the key ways to defeat 
stress is to practice living 
stress free, even if it is only 
for a few minutes at a time. 
In Zen Buddhism there is 
a saying which reinforces 
simplicity: “when eating - eat, 
when drinking - drink, when reading – read” in other words 
take time and slow down in the moment you are in. If you are 
having a great dinner with your friends, enjoy that activity to 
its fullest and put off thoughts of your next responsibility or 
actions. As police officers we frequently have to keep our situ-
ational awareness levels much higher than the public at large, 
but there is a time for us to turn that awareness off, or at least 
dim it for a while.

Be realistic about family life. Movies and TV shows show 
scenes of families on the brink of despair and then suddenly 
becoming warm and glowing as the first snowflakes begin to 
fall. It just does not happen that way in reality. Of course that 
does not mean you shouldn’t work on making your domestic 
life as good as it could be, but accepting family members for 
who they are will lower the stress you have when you get 
together with them.

Make more reasonable plans for seeing friends and relatives, 
and allow ample time for visits. If you have to rush from one 
place to another you’ll never be able to enjoy where you are. 
And, know that as law enforcement professionals, we may not 
be able to show up in primetime events. Remember how you 
are helping others even if you are not able to be with your 
loved ones at certain times. This is the season of help and giv-
ing, and you are the one who is doing that.

Don’t let the commercialism of the season become a second 
job. The holiday season has become a game of who can get 
the most gifts for others. But there is a deeper reason for this 
season and it has nothing to do with black Friday deals or cy-
ber Monday gifts. Plan out ahead of time what you think oth-



Dog of the Month
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Hallandale Beach Police Officer Tom Montellanico  
and his recently retired K-9 partner Kane

ers might need, time spent with loved ones, and little things 
such as handwritten notes often go much further than off the 
shelf items. 

And finally, remember to take care of yourself, exercise and 
sleep are some of the best ways to defeat both holiday and 
year round stress, and are required on our line of work. Always 
take the extra steps you need to keep you and your loved ones 
stress free, and this season will be become what it should be, a 
time for joy.

From The Editor
Welcome to our December - Holiday issue. 

Because you probably have a lot of last minute shopping to 
do, I’ll keep my comments short. My best wishes from all of us 
here at the BCPBA for a happy, healthy and safe holiday, and 
New Year. Be sure to read this issue to see how you can help 
the families of our fellow officers. May this season of peace 
lead us to peace in our neighborhoods, cities and the world.

As always, log on to our website www.bcpba.org to access our 
new facebook, google+, LinkedIn, and Twitter pages. Thanks, 
and if you have ANY questions please don’t hesitate to contact 
me lgoffe@bcpba.org 

Letter from the Vice President:
I hope all is well and that everyone is having a great holiday 
season.  This is the time of year that we should reflect on what 
a great brotherhood we belong to and how fortunate we are 
to have families that support us in the physically and emotion-
ally demanding jobs that we have.

I want to update you on a few things that took place dur-
ing the month of November.  Along with Coconut Creek PBA 
Representative Dan Eberly, I attended the Wynmoor Demo-
cratic Club Awards Luncheon on November 3rd where Coconut 
Creek Commissioner Mickie Belvadere was recognized for her 
service to the community.  I also attended the Broward Legis-
lative Delegation meeting that was held in Coconut Creek.  A 
new board was selected and State Representative Jim Wald-
man was elected to lead the committee.

On November 10th, PBA President Jeff Marano, PBA Secretary 
Lee Martin, and I attended a fundraiser for State Representa-
tive Jim Waldman.  Representative Waldman kicked off his 
campaign to run for the Florida Senate due to his term limit 
running out in the House of Representatives next year.  Repre-
sentative Waldman has been a good friend to the PBA over the 
years and we are looking forward to having him in the State 
Senate fighting for our needs. The PBA hosted a fundraiser for 
PBA Attorney Al Milian on November 14th.  He is running for 
a judicial position in Miami Dade County.  Mr. Milian will be 
greatly missed.  We were proud to host such a successful event 
for a true champion of our members.

Also in the month of November, I attended negotiations in Wil-
ton Manors with PBA Attorney Mike Braverman and PBA Rep-
resentatives Sgt. Nick Fiacco and Sgt. Shawn Chadwick.  With 
the great work of Nick, Shawn and Mike, we were able to bring 
the agreement to a vote on November 22nd.  The contract was 
overwhelmingly ratified by the membership.

Thank you to all the members that make this organization 
great!  Remember to encourage your brothers and sisters to 
sign up if they are not members.  All too often we get called 
by officers in urgent need of assistance that are not members. 
You must be a member at the time of the incident to be cov-
ered.  Stay safe and best wishes for the upcoming year. 
 
Rod Skirvin



Letters & Thanks
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BCPBA

“Thank you so much for helping keep 
the children safe this year.”
Santa Claus  
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How you can help this season...
Editor’s note: I wanted to remind you that both Tyler and Dil-
lon still need your help and the BCPBA has been very active in 
this cause. I re-printed their announcements here so that all 
of our members could, if they so choose, make a difference for 
two of our own.

“Tyler’s Journey”

Tyler Paquin, 18 year old son of Margate Police Lieutenant 
Gary Paquin and his wife Tara, suffered a traumatic brain injury 
at a skate board park in Boynton Beach on June 21, 2013.  As 
a result of his injuries at the skate park, Tyler has undergone 
multiple surgeries at Shepherd Center (hospital) located in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  

The Shepherd Center is recognized as 
one of the top ten rehabilitation facili-
ties in the country. Unfortunately, Tyler 
has not progressed from Disorders of 
Consciousness into the Rehabilitation 
phase of recovery due to the fact that 
he has not emerged from a comatose 
semi-conscious state.  This ordeal has 
not only taken a toll on the Paquin’s 
emotionally, but financially as well.

The Police Benevolent Association (PBA) has set up a Hope 
Fund account in Tyler Paquin’s name to assist the Paquin fam-
ily for personal expenses not covered through other means 
during Tyler’s recovery. 

Tyler is a fan of the band Journey, so we named the fundraising 
effort “Tyler’s Journey.”

All contributions to the BCPBA Hope Fund are tax deductible. 

If anyone would like to help with a financial gift, they can send 
checks to the BCPBA as follows:

Checks can be payable to BCPBA Hope Fund with Tyler Paquin 
written in the memo section and mailed to:

BCPBA Hope Fund
2650 W. State Road 84
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
954.584.7600

You can also go online to our webpage www.bcpba.org and 
donate using the paypal button.

Support Dillon!

Please help us support Dillon’s courageous fight against brain 
cancer. He was diagnosed with a very aggressive brain tumor 
known as stage 4 glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) Please keep 
Dillon in your thoughts and prayers!

Like the support page here - https://www.facebook.com/dil-
lonsdreamteam

Dillon’s father is Drew Brooks, who is a member of the Pem-
broke Pines (Fla.) Police Department.

All contributions to the BCPBA 
Hope Fund are tax deductible. 

If anyone would like to help with 
a financial gift, they can send 
checks to the BCPBA as follows:

Checks can be payable to BCPBA 
Hope Fund with Dillon Brooks  
written in the memo section and 
mailed to:

BCPBA Hope Fund
2650 W. State Road 84
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
954.584.7600

You can also go online to our 
webpage www.bcpba.org and 
donate using the paypal button.
 

 
 
Calendar
Saturday December 7th ..................... PAL of Hallandale Beach
Comedy Show at Gulfstream Park
Contact: 1-954-457-1466

Wednesday December 25th .............................. Christmas Day

Tuesday December 31st ...................................New Year’s Eve

Wednesday January 1st ................................... New Year’s Day

Membership Notice
 
For all Members this is Extremely Important:

The Florida PBA along with all Chapters and Charters will be 
getting a new tracker system for membership which hope-
fully will be in place by the end of next year.  We here at the 
Broward PBA are going through the files to update information 
on our members.  

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE HAVE YOUR INFORMATION COR-
RECT.  JUST BECAUSE YOU CHANGE YOUR INFORMATION WITH 
YOUR DEPARTMENT, DOESN’T MEAN WE RECEIVE IT HERE AT 
THE PBA.  PLEASE CONTACT US WITH YOUR NEW ADDRESS, 
HOME PHONE, CELL PHONE, NAME CHANGE AND BENEFI-
CIARY  

You can always e-mail Ann Saunders, at ASaunders@bcpba.
org., or you can give us a call during business hours.

Thank you,
Debbie Reggio
Senior Vice-President



 Page 8 - The Broward Centurion December 2013 - bcpba.org   Find Us On                                                                                                                                                                                                                              bcpba.org - The Broward Centurion December 2013 - Page 9

Photos from our Holiday Meeting
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New Year’s Resolutions…
The hardest part about keeping a New Year’s resolution is ac-
tually keeping it, but not to worry, the easiest part about keep-
ing a New Year’s resolution is actually keeping it! The secret to 
keeping any life changing behavior, either positive or negative, 
is to keep repeating the same action for 30 
days. After 30 days it becomes a habit.

The number one resolution of many officers 
as of last year was to save more and get their 
financial affairs in order. More than just having 
3-6 months of savings on hand, that goal in-
cludes plans in case of termination, and saving 
for long-term goals such as purchasing a house 
or retirement. 

Getting back into shape and keeping fit is 
another popular goal for anyone, and in our 
line of work it is even more important. A fit officer is an effec-
tive officer. Physical fitness ranked as the second most popular 
resolution.

Traveling and enjoying new local experiences came in third. In 
this line of work a vacation to get away from it all is needed 
more than ever. Even short “staycations” have become more 
important. 

Lastly, the ability to speak a second language came in 
fourth. Not only is it a great way to learn a new culture, 
learning a new language can help in your career and 
potentially save lives.

Write to us on facebook and tell us your goals for 2014! 

Have a happy New Year. And make this the best one 
yet...
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Member Marketplace 
Open to Active PBA Members
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