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Telephone: 954-584-7600

Fax: 954-583-0405

Leonard Goffe, Editor
E-mail: Lgoffe @bcpba.org

The Broward Centurion is published by 
the Broward County Police Benevolent 
Association for the sole benefit of its 
members. The Broward Centurion is 
dedicated to the advancement of the law 
enforcement profession through better 
and stronger community relations. The 
opinions expressed in the publication 
of The Broward Centurion are not 
necessarily those of the Broward County 
PBA, its Executive Board or the Board of 
Directors.

Members or readers submitting letters to 
the editor or articles for publication are 
requested to adhere to the following:

Submissions should be sent to:

 Broward County PBA
 Attn: Centurion
 2650 West State Road 84
 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Letters or articles must be 
accompanied by the writer’s true 
name and address.

 All articles submitted for publication 
must be accompanied by a statement 
giving permission to publish.

 All submissions must be legible.

 The Broward County PBA reserves the 
right of the Executive Board or  
Editor to amend or to add an editor’s 
comment to any article or letter 
submitted.

 Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 Endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
 unless otherwise specified.

Jeff Marano

Retired

General Counsel
Julio Gonzalez Jr.          

Rubens Jeanlouis    ...............................................Hallandale Beach P.D
Daniel Olivares    ................................................................ Miramar P.D
Brittany Parker ................................................................... Miramar P.D
Casey-Lorraine Duke ...............................................Pembroke Pines P.D
Craig Jacobson .................................................................................BSO
Winston Benjamin  ..........................................................................BSO
Thomas Torres II ..............................................................................BSO
Thomas Harrington ..........................................................................BSO
Craig Jacobson .................................................................................BSO
Winston Benjamin  ..........................................................................BSO
Kenneth Kaminsky ...........................................................................BSO

I have known Al Milian for approximately 25 years, first as a prosecutor and later 
as a defense attorney. He has been on staff for both the Broward and Dade PBA 
representing deputies and officers accused of criminal acts or agency violations. 
Most of the cases are funded by the Legal Defense Benefit authorized through 
Tallahassee and which all PBA members, state wide, supplement with our PBA 
dues. 

On Monday, August 19 Deputy Anthony Costanzo, represented by Al went 
before Judge Robinson for sentencing. He was found guilty by a jury for a felony 
while doing his duty. Anthony was not an average Deputy by any stretch of 
the imagination. In 16 years at BSO he was Deputy of the month 10 times. He 
worked in units where danger was always a constant.   

Al Milian had filed a motion for a new trial as the jury must have been confused 
to find this Deputy guilty of anything. The motion was denied and Anthony was 
adjudicated by the Judge. In all the years we have known Al this injustice has 
hit him the hardest we have ever witnessed. He is emotionally and physically 
distressed over this case, wondering what more he could have done for his cli-
ent. It is passionate, dedicated and competent lawyers like Al, representing the 
membership which encourages us to believe we will prevail in Anthony’s appeal.

The BSO has been involved in four contact shootings from 4/18 through 8/15. 
Julio Gonzalez has responded to each scene to represent the involved Deputies. 
The Sheriff, BSO Staff, Criminal and Internal Investigators, on these scenes have 
been totally cooperative with the PBA and its representatives.

On Tuesday 8/20 the PBA, in support, attended the budget workshop where the 
Sheriff went five rounds with the board of county commissioners and held his 
own. His position was the funds allocated to his budget were just not doable. He 
continues to maintain his commitment to agreements he entered in to with the 
PBA. 

Next week I will be meeting with both Miramar and Hallandale representatives 
for PBA updates.
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William Edelman
Ed Bennett ......................................................................Michael Fraley

Notice:
Please be sure to update your address with the PBA if it changes. The 
PBA does not automatically receive address changes from the agencies 
so if you change it with your agency, you need to contact us as well. 

Effective September 1, the PBA office hours are changing to 8:30AM to 
4:30PM

 

 Click and Follow!  
We are now on Facebook, Twitter, Google+, and LinkedIn. 

Follow us to get updated in realtime!

Simply Log on to our website www.bcpba.org and  
click on the links in our newsfeed to get to our social media pages. 

 



Congratulations to:
 
Hollywood Sargent Steve Bolger on his appoint-
ment to the Criminal Justice Standards & Train-
ing Commission (CJSTC). Steve is a PBA appoint-
ment who has been serving as a commissioner 
since August 1st.

September 11th
This month marks the 12th anniversary of the terrorist attacks of 
September 11th, 2001. Nearly 3000 individuals lost their lives that 
day, including many first responders. Our nation has been in a high-
lighted state of preparedness ever since. More recent events such as 
the Boston marathon bombings show us the need to keep our level of 
alertness as high as possible. South Florida is as much a target as any 
other area of the nation.

As officers we need to keep constant vigilance.  Since 9/11 our role 
has dramatically increased from simply keeping law and order, a very 
daunting task by itself, to being homeland defenders. 

From The Editor
I want to thank all of the staff and especially our members for the kind 
welcome I have received. There is nothing like the feeling of coming 
home to your family, especially when your family is brand new.  

As you may have already noticed, we have redesigned this issue, and 
you can look for changes in the way we communicate with you. We 
are adding several new social media channels in order to keep you 
better informed. 
      
Cosmetically, we are changing the newsletter to look more like a 
magazine, and editorially we will be having more features and more 
stories that cover our lifestyle. We will continue, as always, to bring 
you the latest news of the Broward County PBA. 

Log on to our website www.bcpba.org to access our new facebook, 
google+, LinkedIn, and Twitter pages. Thanks, and if you have ANY 
questions please don’t hesitate to contact me lgoffe@bcpba.org

Third Annual Cody’s Angels Golf Tournament
Saturday, October 5

The third annual Cody’s Angels 
Charity Golf Tournament will 
be held on October 5 at 

the Boca Lago Country Club. The 
tournament is open for up to 144 
players in teams of four. Entry fees 
are $100 per player, which includes 
golf, tournament prizes, a gift bag 
and a buffet dinner. Specialty holes will 
be available, including a hole-in-one par 
three where golfers will be shooting for a car 
and other prizes. Mulligan cards will be available 
for purchase.  
 
Top teams will receive trophies and prizes, and there 
will be a silent auction and raffles with prizes to in-
clude hotel stays; autographed guitars; movie tickets; 
restaurant gift certificates; and signed sport memo-
rabilia from the Miami Heat, Miami Dolphins, Miami 
Marlins and the Florida Panthers. 

Players can download a registration form from codysangels.com and 
email it to lindabrownevents@aol.com. 

Cody’s Angels was founded by BSO Deputy John Meiers on behalf of 
his son, Cody, who was diagnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma and passed 
away last August. The foundation helps children and families dealing 
with life-threatening cancers by providing gifts, experiences and sup-
port while the children are receiving treatment.

Florida PBA Dues Increase (LDB)
 
As a result of a vote at the state meeting, starting this October 
your dues will be raised by about 6% because of a Florida PBA 
mandated increase in the Legal Defense Benefit (LDB). The LDB 
will go up by $1.50 per pay period for active officers and about 
63 cents for retirees.

While we don’t want to see any increase in our dues, we do 
want you to realize that the cost for LDB has not been changed 
since seven years ago. 

In the meantime the need for legal representation has dra-
matically risen in our increasingly litigious society. On Average, 
every other day this year the Legal Defense Benefit has been 
used to provide a lawyer to protect officers and respond to a 
potential criminal exposure. Your investment in the LDB means 
that you don’t have to second guess that split second decision 
we all have to make. 

We strive to keep our dues as low as possible, and on a bi-
weekly basis our brother and sister first responders who are 
represented by the FOP Fort Lauderdale pay $42.00 and IAFF 
Hollywood members pay 44.77, which is nearly twice the 
amount of our dues. 

Calendar
September 2nd ..................... Labor Day - BCPBA office closed
September 5th .................................................Rosh Hashanah
September 11th ..................................................... Patriot Day
September 14th .....................................................Yom Kippur
September 19th -22nd ................................Annual Hollywood

Police Alumni Assoc. reunion 
Contact: wwynn0403@aol.com

October 3rd .......................................... Heros in Action Boxing
fundraising event at the Hard Rock 
Contact: jgraham@hollywoodfl.org

October 5th ................Cody’s Angels Charity Golf Tournament
at the Boca Lago Country Club 

Contact: lindabrownevents@aol.com
Sunday November 24th .......................Dolphins & BCPBA Day

Contact: rhorvitz@dolphins.com

Dog of the Month

In the News
Did you see us at work? Responding to the actions of Cooper 
City Mayor Greg Ross, we reached out to the media and made 
our side of the story known to the public.  

President Jeff Marano was featured both in the Sun-Sentinel 
and WSVN-TV. See more on our website and social media links.

In the Photo are President Jeff Marano, Pembroke Pines K-9  
Officer Adam Feiner, WSVN Reporter Alex DiPrato and his cam-
era man.  
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 Broward County K-9 Deputy Kevin Bolling with Suzie



Letters & Thanks Retirement locations
By the time you read this, the 288th 
Session of the Broward County Police 
Academy will have started. While the 
next generation of officers are beginning 
their careers, many senior officers are 
looking very closely at their retirement 
options. 

Often, those who retire chose to move to a new location for 
a slower relaxed pace of life. Of course Florida is one of the 
prime locations for retirement, but many retirees who work 
here choose other locations. A magazine called “Where to 
Retire” has named Charlottesville, SC as one the top places to 
retire due to the fact that it is one of the most walk-
able cities in the USA.  
 
Speaking of retirement, our FRS pension plan’s 
revenues have gone up! State economists have 
projected an additional increase to next fiscal year’s 
general revenues.  The projection places overall 
general revenues at $28.9 Billion for the 2014-15 
fiscal year which is a slight increase ($62.5 million) 
from the previous projection. 

The state’s 
investors pro-
vided preliminary 
numbers on the 
Florida Retire-

ment System’s (FRS) 2012-2013 performance.  The 
FRS pension plan grew by 13% this past fiscal year 
and that translates to nearly a $10 Billion increase 
in the fund’s overall value.  Currently, the fund has 
a market value of $132 Billion. Happy retirement 
to those who are moving on, and welcome to all of 
the new officers who have joined in one of the most 
demanding and noble professions. 

Social Media and your Job…
Do you know someone who has a facebook or twitter ac-
count? Chances are, EVERYONE you know has one of the two, 
including yourself. Facebook has proved itself to be quite an 
effective tool for law enforcement with dull-witted criminals 
boasting their crimes online. 

But, as a member of Law Enforcement you can expect your 
information to be scrutinized by the public and even by 
your peers. You must be especially careful of not only what 
you say, but how you say it.  You should also be very careful 
of photos, not just the ones that you post, but the ones oth-
ers post and “tag” you in.  

Learn how to set privacy options on facebook. And as a gen-
eral rule of thumb, when in doubt – DON’T! 

Contact: lgoffe@bcpba.org with questions. 

We are pleased to announce our arrival on Social  
media. We are on Facebook, Twitter, Google+ and  
LinkedIn. You can find the direct links to these sites  
on our web page www.BCPBA.org. 

Heros in Boxing
On October 3rd, the Hollywood Police Athletic League will be 
hosting the annual Heros in Action Boxing fundraising event at 
the Hard Rock.  They are seeking fighters who are interested in 
participating; any and all skill levels are welcome.  All proceeds 
go to the Hollywood PAL. If you have any questions feel free to 
contact: jgraham@hollywoodfl.org

Commendation
The Broward County Police Benevo-
lent Association would like to com-
mend  Commissioner Suzanne “Sue” 
Gunzburger for her many years of 
service to the citizens of  
Broward County as well as being a  
“Champion” to law enforcement 
and all the members of the Broward 
County Police  
Benevolent Association.  

Thank You 
Jeff Marano, President

July 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Marano,

Thank you for authorizing the PBA’s Contribution to my campaign.  
I truly appreciate the continued support of your organization to my re-election. 

Mily R. Powell
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PBA Pulls Back Endorsement!
The BCPBA has pulled back our 
endorsement of Katie Edwards 
(D), State Representative, Dis-
trict 98 as a result of her posi-
tion on justifiable use of force. 

We came to this decision be-
cause of Ms. Edwards’ com-
ments about the conduct 

of Pembroke Pines officer Joseph Cabrera. 
We believe that, based upon all available 
evidence, officer Cabrera maintained the 
highest standards of ethics and acted in a 
professional manner, and only respond-
ed with necessary force.

The PBA has formally withdrawn our 
endorsement for Ms. Edwards, and 
want our membership and the public 
to know that we will always standby 
our members such as Officer 
Cabrera who are out there risking 
their lives for our community.

According to a report featured 
on WPLG-10, the girl who was in 
the center of this controversy, 
told the officer that “she did it 
on purpose to get out of that 
place.” 

That statement however, 
was buried in the back of a 
report featured on WPLG 
and the Sun Sentinel.  

Perhaps in this age of instant notification both 
sides of the story should be moved to the front paragraph 
and be featured more prominently in news articles and TV 
sound bites. 

The PBA will always be vigilant in pointing out facts and 
figures when it comes to the media and we ask you to do 
the same.

When you see a story about first responders and do not feel 
it reflects the true facts behind the scenes you need to act. 

You can respond by writing an e-mail to the editor or report-
er, or by contacting us here at the BCPBA. 

We shouldn’t have to be involved in a public relations war. 
But increasingly it seems that we are. Fortunately, this is an 
easy “war” to win. Simply remind the media that there are 
more facts than what is typically seen on video cameras and 
that we are here to help and serve the community at large as 
well as the “community” of the media.
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PBA says Keep It Open!
The Broward County Board of Commissioners decision to cut 
funding for the BSO satellite booking facility located at the Hol-
lywood Police Department is facing stiff resistance from area 
citizens and the PBA, and we will continue to lobby the County 
Commission to consider ways to balance the budget that do 
not endanger the public.  Look for us at the Budget Meeting 
which will be held on September 10th at 5pm. 

One of our primary missions here at the PBA is to ensure of-
ficer and public safety. Closing this facility will result in much 
longer prisoner transportation times for officers, because they 
will have to drive downtown instead of the local facility. This 
decision will directly reduce the time officers can be on road 

patrol, or available for emergency calls and back-up for fellow 
officers on dangerous calls. In the end, those who call 911 
might have to wait longer because there are fewer officers 
who are available. The closing of this facility is an injustice to 
the men and women who proudly protect and serve this area 
of the country.

In a time of economic growth, we are requesting that Bro-
ward County leaders re-examine their budget priorities, and 
allocate the 1.4 million dollars that are needed to keep this 
facility running efficiently and effectively. The county budget 
should first consider public safety, as it is the number one 
priority of our citizens. 

 

Click and Follow!   
We are now on  

Facebook,  
Twitter, 

Google+,  
and LinkedIn. 

 
Follow us to get 

updated in realtime!
 

 
 
 

Simply Log on to our  
website www.bcpba.org  
and click on the links in  

our newsfeed to get  
to our social media pages. 



Member Marketplace 
Open to Active PBA Members

Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members
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