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Members:

     As I write today, it is the birthday of 
the United States Marine Corps founded 
November 10, 1775. Tomorrow the 
country will celebrate Veteran’s Day. 
Americans will and should remember 
what the men and women in uniform - 
both past and present - have sacrificed 
for our freedom.
     Election Day left us with another 
close run for the Governor’s mansion 
in Tallahassee, but it was a loss just the 
same. Like any influential organization 
based in Tallahassee, the state PBA staff 
and leadership have a “Plan B” in place 
to survive the next four years. We are 
getting to be pros at playing defense 
during the legislative sessions and will 
continue to do so. To those members 
and families who supported PBA candi-
dates: thanks for voting the PBA way.
     Locally, our candidates and issues 
such as the School Bond and Children’s 
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Services Council did well. Members of 
our Executive Board attended victory 
functions and helped them celebrate. 
Having the PBA logo on an issue or a 
candidate’s mail pieces and signs seems 
to be very attractive - especially in cit-
ies where BSO is contracted to provide 
police services. 
     The holidays are now upon us and, 
unfortunately, government begins to 
slow down. Those units where contracts 
have expired will continue to be in a 
holding pattern on any substantive dia-
logue until after the first of the year. This 
is a time of reflection to be thankful for 
what and who we have to share this time 
with. Please keep those members and 
loved ones who we lost this year in your 
thoughts and prayers.    
     
Thanks,

President’s Message

The Broward Centurion
is published 12 times a 
year and distributed to 
over 3,000 County PBA 
members and associates.

Contact the PBA office for 
advertising rates starting at 
$100 for members.

On the Cover:  K-9 Kop Diego 
is our December dog of the 
month. Diego’s trainer is Officer 
Kevin Loughran with the Wilton 
Manors P.D. 

Happy
Holidays

New & Reinstated
Members

Broward Sheriff’s Office
Christopher Cullen
Yolanda Damiano

Jeffery Foote
Kathy Jackson-Hunsucker

Brent Miller
Stephen Roberts

Lighthouse Point P.D.
Kyle Kay

Retired Members

Broward Sheriff’s Office 
Adam Burns 

James Hanlon
William Reineck

Coconut Creek P.D. 
William Harrison

Margate P.D. 
Kerin Stewart



‘Tis the season to be merry. It is also 
the time to give thanks. November 11 
was Veteran’s Day. I would like to thank 
my fellow military brothers and sisters 
for the sacrifices they made. I would 
especially like to recognize those who 
served before me and who sacrificed for 
my generation. It is because of them that 
we have the freedoms we have now. To 
borrow a quote from Elmer Davis, “This 
nation will remain the land of the free so 
long as it is the home of the brave.”  
     Along those lines, I am grateful to 
the PBA forefathers who made personal 
and professional sacrifices so that we can 
enjoy the benefits that we have today.  
Pensions, COLAs, the DROP, the Heart 
Lung Bill, and the Officer Bill of Rights 
are just a few issues that the men and 
woman of the PBA have fought for so 
that we are protected while we are pro-
tecting others. Too many days go by that 
we are not appreciative of the fights that 
were fought before our time. Or, maybe 
we didn’t even take note of the ones 
fought in front of us.  
     As I write this letter, Pearl Harbor 
Day (December 7) is around the corner. 
Franklin Roosevelt described it as, “A 

The
V.P.’s
VISION

date that will live in infamy.” It was 
a battle that was lost, but a battle that 
ignited America’s fire to win the war!    
     We at the PBA realize that we suf-
fered a severe loss when Charlie Crist 
was defeated. Shortly after his win, 
Rick Scott’s administration spoke on 
the radio about his agenda for the next 
four years. Additional pension reform is 
at the top of his list. This is no shocker. 
Governor Scott has been an enemy of 
police since he stepped into office. He 
needlessly raided the FRS. He killed 
benefit packages that were negotiated in 
good faith with cities across the state. 
He destroyed our confidence in a sys-
tem for which so many fought. 
     Even though the PBA lost this battle, 
we will keep on fighting for members 
until we win the war. We will fight 
to keep what you have earned with 
your hard work and sacrifices. Always 
remember the following: The PBA 
doesn’t have term limits, but politicians 
do! Governors will come and go, but 
the PBA will always be on the front 
lines fighting for you!
     As you admire decorated houses, 
know that with the end of each year, 
there will come another. Next year will 
bring new hope and new friends that 
will lift our spirits and help us in our 
cause. 
     Please remember to stay safe and 
look out for each other because this 
Governor clearly isn’t.

       Merry Christmas,
      Rod Skirvin, PBA Vice President
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E very law enforcement officer 
must sustain mental sharpness 
and a high level of productiv-

ity at work. There are many opinions 
about ways to stay productive in the 
workplace, but very few address law 
enforcement officers specifically.
Here are five productivity tips that fit 
the lifestyle of officers, whether you 
are working the street or sitting at a 
desk.

Start a Routine
No matter which shift you are work-
ing, it is important to establish a 
routine to increase productivity. Your 
daily routine should start before you 
go to work. If you take the time to en-
sure your personal affairs are in order 
prior to coming to work, there will 
likely be less stress when you walk in 
the door of your department.

Make it a habit of getting to work 
early so your day does not start as a 
race against the clock. Once you are 
at work, develop a routine that works 
for you. Each shift usually starts with 
a briefing and it is helpful to write 
down the key items discussed. Always 

check your patrol or detective ve-
hicle for damage, for items left by the 
prior shift, and to make sure it is fully 
operational.

As you work to establish your own 
routine, observe what other officers 
do and see if their approaches can 
be effective for you. We can all learn 
from one another.

Get Plenty of 
Rest
It has been proven 
that proper rest has 
many health ad-
vantages, including 
increasing brain 
function, revitaliz-
ing blood vessels, 
and stimulating 
the heart. Being 
well rested low-
ers the risk of heart 
disease and obesity, 
common health ailments among law 
enforcement officers. Proper rest also 
contributes to an increase in produc-
tivity, better reaction time, and reduc-
ing mistakes.

Individuals should be getting seven 
to eight hours of sleep per night (or 
day, if you are working late shifts). 
Establish a sleep pattern that works 
for your shift and family life. If you 
work midnights and sleep during the 
day, invest in blackout shades, use 
music to drown out the daily noise, or 

find another method that 
works for you.

Improve Your
Physical Fitness
Physical fitness has 
several benefits. Working 
out regularly increases 
energy levels, blood 
flow, and alertness and 
has many other benefits. 
Fitness routines also help 
to reduce illnesses and 
improve mental health. 

Seek the advice of a physician before 
starting any program, but it is impor-
tant to start.

No matter 
which shift
you work,

it is important 
to establish a 

routine to 
increase 

productivity.

5 Tips for
Police
Officers to
Improve 
Productivity
By Matthew Loux

                               Continued on page 7.

Thank you
poll workers!

Broward Sheriff’s Office
Kevin Bolling  
Meghan Brooks
Tim Cates (retired)
Kelli Covet  
Armand Demosthenes
Rich Engels
Mike Hencken  
Bob Lahiff
Vince Marlin  
Lee Martin
Chris Palamara  
Robert Petoskey  
Art Perry  
Debbie Reggio  
Aimee Russo  

Hallandale PD
Chris Allen
Mario Cicatello
Todd Crevier
Marc Dady
Leon Florez
Yan Kleyman
Edward McGovern
Mike McKenzie
Pietro Roccisano
Michael Scarpati
Terrance Thouez

Hollywood PD
Ernie Candelmo
Mike Saffran

Pembroke Pines
Drew Brooks
Dan Donato
Adam Feiner
Chris Grant

Sunrise PD
Joel Schiller
Craig Cardinale

K-9 KOPS
     December’s K-9 Kop, Diego 
has been with Wilton Manors P.D. 
since December 1, 2012. He is a 
single purpose narcotics detection 
dog partnered with Officer Kevin 
Loughran. Because he does not 
have training in apprehension, he 
can sniff humans without an issue. 
In fact, Diego caught a suspect 
with 4 grams of marijuana in her 

underwear that she had concealed 
there for her boyfriend.          
     “I like several different things 
about being a K-9 unit,” says Of-
ficer Loughran. “The freedom to 
operate in several different areas 
and not just my city; the people I 
get to meet as a result of my inves-
tigations; and just being able to 
drive around with Diego all day.”     
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Year End
Updates

Your Dream 
Home

K E L L E R  W I L L I A M S
R E A L T Y

Troy Wilson, Realtor (954) 818-6092
16 Year Broward LEO
Broward PBA Member
TroyWilson@kw.com    www.TroySellsBroward.com

25% commission rebate on
all closed transactions for
Broward PBA members

and their families

Police officers tend to drink caffein-
ated drinks and eat on the go and at 
irregular times. As part of your fitness 
program, pack healthy snacks for your 
patrol car or to keep at your desk. 
Increased physical fitness combined 
with healthy eating can also reduce 
injuries, which benefits you and the 
department.

Work to Stay Organized
Work hard to stay organized in your 
life. Your patrol car bag should 
include everything you need for the 
shift and be stored in a compartment 
that is easily accessible. Keep some 
type of planner, whether a traditional 
calendar/day planner or an app on 
your smartphone. Make sure you 
keep your schedule updated to include 
overtime shifts, off-duty jobs, fam-
ily obligations, doctor appointments, 
meetings, etc.

My family goes over our calendar at 
the beginning of each week so each 
person can add events for that week. 
It helps everyone when schedules 
are coordinated. After all, you do not 
want to miss the big game or dance 
recital.

Reduce the Distraction of Emails
Many people get inundated with 
emails. I developed a system of
reducing emails that works with
Outlook and Gmail. I recommend 
making folders or categories and 
creating a rule so incoming emails 
bypass your inbox and are automati-
cally placed in the proper folder. For 
example, if you receive emails from 
an organization that you belong to, 
you can create a rule that places all 
those emails in a folder labeled with 
that organization’s name.

Be careful that you do not create a 
rule that sends important emails that 
need to be handled immediately to a 
folder. I currently use a Chrome exten-
sion called ActiveInbox for Gmail that 
helps me organize my emails, creates 
tasks, and allows for easier follow-up.

In addition, I also create folders for 
emails that I have read and acted 
upon. By doing so, I know where 
those emails live in case I need to ac-
cess them later. If you get your emails 
under control, it makes life much 
easier.

These are five of my favorite pro-
ductivity tips that have helped me 
to stay focused, organized, in better 
shape, and on top of my game. I chal-
lenge everyone to incorporate these 
concepts to improve your work and 
family life. 

About the Author: Matt Loux has 
been in law enforcement for more 
than 20 years and has a background 
in fraud, criminal investigation, as 
well as hospital, school, and network 
security. Matt has researched 
and studied law enforcement and 
security best practices for the past 
10 years.

Matt Loux is a criminal justice 
professor at American Military 
University (www.amu.apus.edu). 
This article originally appeared 
on AMU’s blog, In Public Safety 
(www.inpublicsafety.com).

5 TIPS FOR POLICE OFFICER
PRODUCTIVITY
Continued from page 5.

Hollywood P.D. Promotions
Major Tomas Sanchez was promot-
ed to the position of Assistant Chief 
of Police. Lieutenant Paul Andrianis 
was promoted to the position of
Police Major. Sergeant Luis Ortiz 
was promoted to the position of 
Police Lieutenant. Officers Bryan 
Campbell, Travis Morris and Joseph 
Siple were promoted to Police 
Sergeants. Congratulations to all on 
their promotions.  

Coconut Creek New Arrival
Congratulations to officer Russell 
Gonglewski of Coconut Creek 
PD and his wife on the birth of a 
bouncing baby boy. 

Members of the Broward County 
PBA attended a rally organized by 
State Senator Eleanor Sobel 
supporting Charlie Crist. 

Back row: State Representative, 
Joe Geller; State Representative, 
Shevrin  Jones; Hollywood City 
Commissioners Traci L. Callari 
and Kevin D. Biederman; West 
Park City Commissioner, Thomas 
Dorsett;  Hollywood Mayor, Peter 
Bober; State Representative, Elaine 
Schwartz and Former Hollywood 
Mayor, Mara Giulianti. 

Front Row:
Community activists and Charlie 
Crist campaign workers with Dania 
Beach City Commissioner Bobbie 
Grace (center).

     In my travels, there have been 
numerous quality in the workplace 
issues, clarification of contract 
language issues, and really great 
ideas shared by our members. As 
we move closer to the beginning 
of contract negotiations, I look 
forward to hearing your thoughts.  
Please call me at 954-347-2515 or 
email me at lmartin@bcpba.org if 
there are issues you wish to dis-
cuss or with ideas you may have. 
     In the past month, I have vis-
ited Roll Calls in B.S.O. District 
54 and District 1, Dania, Deerfield 
Beach, North Lauderdale, Oakland 
Park, Pompano Beach, Tamarac, 
the Port, and Weston. In those 
stops we have identified issues that 
were eventually handled internally 
or externally. In District 54, a 
potential health concern forced us 
to contact County Commissioners 
to get a resolution to the struc-
ture issues that were presented. 
The building at issue is Broward 
County property NOT B.S.O. 

property. B.S.O. management was 
already on the issue and the PBA 
responded to the commission to 
further enhance and speed up the 
resolution process. 
     On an encouraging note, I had 
coffee with a couple of deputies 
recently. While we were sitting 
there, a citizen (approx. 25 years 
old) came up and thanked us for 
our service. It was refreshing to 
hear considering all the negative 
media reports surrounding our 
profession. We should keep in 
mind that the silent majority
appreciates us. Stay positive! I 
wish all our members a Happy 
Holiday and New Year.  ~ Lee

On the Road
     with Secretary Lee Martin

Lee Martin
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Notice to All Hollywood Police Department Members from 
Julio Gonzalez, Broward County PBA General Counsel

Remember, as a Broward County PBA 
dues paying member of law enforcement: 
We will ensure that a representative is present during
any disciplinary interview.

We will ensure that you know who is in charge of
the investigation.

We will ensure that you know what the charges are and the 
name of the person bringing those charges.

We will ensure that you have an opportunity to view
all witness statements, including all other existing
subject officer statments, and all other existing
evidence, including but not limited to, incident
reports, GPS locator information, and audio
or video recordings relating to the incident
under investigation. 

We will ensure that you are interviewed
at a reasonable hour, for a reasonable
length of time and that your interview
is recorded from start to finish.

We will ensure that you are not
threatened, bribed, or subjected to
offensive language.

We will ensure that you are not
subjected to a polygraph test.

We will ensure that you are 
not forced to resign.

Know 
Your 

Rights

PBA
on the 
Case

Legal Activity Report
The Broward County PBA opened 
24 new cases in October and 
closed 16 cases. As of October 
31, 2014 there were a total of 198 
cases pending. 

A Primer on False Arrest
False arrest is the unlawful seizure 
or restraint of a person against that 
person’s will. (Miami-Dade Cty 
v. Asad, 78 So. 3d 660, 3rd DCA, 
2012). In order to establish a false 
arrest, it is not necessary for an of-
ficer to physically restrain a suspect. 
The establishment that a reasonable 
person, under similar circumstanc-
es, would not be free to leave satis-
fies this inquiry.  However, probable 

cause is an absolute defense to 
false arrest claims. (See Jackson 
v. Navarro, 665 So. 2d 340, 4th 
DCA, 1995). Courts define prob-
able cause as: “Circumstances 
sufficient to cause a reasonably 
cautious person to believe that 
the person accused is guilty of 
the offense charged.” (See Fer-
nander v. Bonis, 947 So. 2d 584, 
4th DCA, 2007). The standard is 
one of objective reasonableness. 
The paramount issue is whether 
reasonable officers in the same 
circumstances and possessing 
the same knowledge could have 
believed probable cause existed 
to initiate the arrest. Thus, of-
ficers who ensure that the facts 
of their case meet the probable 
cause requirements, as interpreted 
by Florida courts, should feel 
confident that any future alleged 
charge of false arrest will be 
found to be meritless.

Julio Gonzalez
General Counsel



911
Calling all Cars & Trucks 

AUTOMOTIVE CONSULTANTS USA, INC.
Auto Broker For All Makes & Models
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Ronald R. Schembri, President
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(954) 584-8220

Cell
(954) 682-3000
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• Licensed/Insured
• Trimming
• Removal
• Stump Grinding

Office: 954-345-1415
Cell: 954-520-5087
P.O. Box 771255
Coral Springs, FL 33077

KEVIN BOLLING
Free Estimates
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Coral Springs, FL 33071
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Screen Printing 

Expert Team 1 Realty
Tony Pineda, Broker
1101 NW 114 Avenue
Plantation, Florida 33323
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ExpertTeamOne@gmail.com
www.ExpertTeamOne.com

Retired Law Enforcement
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Here
Call
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Member Marketplace 
Open to Active PBA Members

Troy Wilson, Realtor
16 Year Broward LEO 
Broward PBA Member
(954) 818-6092 mobile
TroyWilson@kw.com
www.TroySellsBroward.com

Buying, Selling or Renting?
25% commission rebate on all closed transactions 

for Broward PBA members and their families

K E L L E R  W I L L I A M S
R E A L T Y

Susanne R. Mealer, LCSW, CHt

Trauma & Abuse Specialist
www.AbuseTraumaLossTherapy.com

     Specializing in:

• Trauma & PTSD
• Dissociation
• Acute Stress Reaction
• Avoidance
• Loss & Abuse
• Law Enforcement
• Fire Fighters
• Military and Other First Responders

susannemealer@susannemealerLCSW.com

12555 Orange Drive, Suite 265, Davie, FL 33330

(954) 642-6776

Holiday Toy Drive

2901 S.W. 26th Terrace, Dania Beach, FL
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