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The Broward Centurion is published by 
the Broward County Police Benevolent 
Association for the sole benefit of its 
members. The Broward Centurion is 
dedicated to the advancement of the law 
enforcement profession through better 
and stronger community relations. The 
opinions expressed in the publication 
of The Broward Centurion are not 
necessarily those of the Broward County 
PBA, its Executive Board or the Board of 
Directors.

Members or readers submitting letters to 
the editor or articles for publication are 
requested to adhere to the following:

Submissions should be sent to:

 Broward County PBA
 Attn: Centurion
 2650 West State Road 84
 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Letters or articles must be 
accompanied by the writer’s true 
name and address.

 All articles submitted for publication 
must be accompanied by a statement 
giving permission to publish.

 All submissions must be legible.

 The Broward County PBA reserves the 
right of the Executive Board or  
Editor to amend or to add an editor’s 
comment to any article or letter 
submitted.

 Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 Endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
 unless otherwise specified.

Jeff Marano

As most of you have already read, The Hallandale Beach Police Department has 
taken preliminary steps to implement body cameras for road patrol officers. This 
decision was made after a presentation to the commission by the Chief at a work-
shop. I attended the meeting and spoke against the initiative. Several of the elected 
members had reservations but ultimately they went forward with a one year pilot 
program. The commission directed the city manager to coordinate the policy and 
procedures surrounding the use of the devices with the stakeholders and their union 
representatives. 

To his credit, Chief Flournoy, of The HBPD, facilitated an invitation to a one day 
technology summit, hosted by Taser Tech on March 3, 2014 in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
My purpose is to access policies and procedures already in place in other agencies to 
minimize exposure for our brothers and sisters in Hallandale Beach to unnecessary 
scrutiny or discipline during the pilot program. All expenses are paid for by Taser 
Tech so I assume that’s why Dwayne invited me. We all know how frugal he can be. 

Politics has been heating up with both state and local races as well as Judges. We all 
have been covering countless events from Dade to Palm Beach and all points be-
tween. BOLO for the weekly capital reports from Tallahassee. 

I want to thank the executive board and the staff for their hard work, commitment 
to the membership and diligence.
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Click and Follow!  
We are on Facebook, Twitter,  

Google+, and LinkedIn. 
 

And Now Instagram Too! 
Simply type #bcpba to get your photo in our stream. 

 

President’s Letter



Executive Board

Board of Directors
BSO (Support)

Paul Weiss
BSO – At Large (LE)

Kevin Bolling 
Meghan Brooks 

Jim Harrison 
Bob Lahiff 

Vince Marlin 
Chris Palamara 

Ralph Romb 
Jerry Vosburgh
Chris Palamara 

BSO – District (LE)
Aimee Alexander 

Christopher Bradley 
Kelli Covet 

James Demato 
Armand Demosthenes 

Rich Engels 
Mike Hencken 

Dean Mirra 
Art Perry 

Robert Petoskey 
Ivan Roiz 

Eric Swenson 
BSO (Lts)
Jeff Morse

Broward County District 
School Board Police

Bobby Spence

Coconut Creek
Dan Eberly

Coconut Creek (Sgts)
Kirk Carlson

Hallandale Beach
Todd Crevier
Marc Dady

Mike McKenzie
Pietro Roccisano - Alt.

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark

Hollywood
Derik Alexander
Steven Bolger
Dan Bromley

Richard Losenbeck
Lauderhill

Greg Solowsky
Lighthouse Point

Chris Oh
Carmen Roldan

Margate (Spvrs)
Andy Zettek
Miramar

George Mankowski
Lonnie Nix

Thomas Tiberio
Lawrence Calicchio - Alt.

Osvaldo Gomez - Alt.
Adam Lerner - Alt.
Pembroke Pines

Dan Donato
Adam Feiner 
Chris Grant

Sea Ranch Lakes
Ron Stabile

Sunrise
Joel Schiller

Sunrise (Lts)
Bob Dorn

Wilton Manors
Nicholas Fiacco

Shawn Chadwick 
Legislative Coordinators

Chris Palamara
Immediate Past President

Pat Hanrahan
Past Presidents

Dick Brickman
Steve Bias

Welcome To Our New Members

Senior Vice President
Debbie Reggio

Vice President
Rodney Skirvin

Treasurer
Drew Brooks

Secretary
Lee Martin

President
Jeff Marano

Office Staff
Office Manager/Detail Coordinator

Kim

Receptionist
Maryann

Membership
Ann

Legal Assistant 
Irene

Communications Director
Leonard

General Counsel 
Julio

General Counsel
Julio Gonzalez, Jr.          

Active
Joseph Cabal ................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Gary Celetti ..................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Christopher Dale ............................................. Broward Sheriff Office
Joshua Gallardo .............................................. Broward Sheriff Office
John Goodbread ............................................. Broward Sheriff Office
Rodrick McHenry ............................................ Broward Sheriff Office
Jennifer Higgins .................................................Hallandale Beach PD
Andrew Mitchell ................................................... Wilton Manors PD

Retired
Scott Peever .................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
 

Notice:
Please be sure to update your address with the PBA if it changes. The 
PBA does not automatically receive address changes from the agencies 
so if you change it with your agency, you need to contact us as well. 

Our office hours are 8:30AM to 4:30PM
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#bcpba - we are now on 
instagram! Friend us and 
follow us and share your (work related) photos with us... just 
type in #bcpba next time you are on instagram... 

Reality TV
Welcome to the “real cops” of Broward County. As if we did 
not have enough reality TV already, Hallandale Beach Police 
Department Officers may soon be wearing body cameras, 
and this “idea” may spread to other departments in our area.  
Unlike the scripted reality that shows both sides of the story, 
body cameras on officers often only show one point of view. 
People who are unfamiliar with police work, or who do not 
bother to consider all of the aspects of the situation instead of 
just the visual are likely to jump to a wrong conclusion, often 
at the expense of the officer involved. 

Any video can go “viral” or wind up on TV. A recent incident 
at a juvenile detention center might ring a bell to many of our 
readers. So what should you do when an otherwise routine 
or everyday event goes viral, and reporters and the public are 
trying to contact you?

1. Know that we are here for you. Don’t hesitate to call us, as 
soon as possible while the details are fresh in your head so 
that we can understand all the facts.
2. If you are receiving media attention, they can wait. Stories 
on the news come and go quickly and you can take your time 
before speaking on camera. 
3.  Tell your friends and family what to say if they need to make 
any statements. 
4. If your department has a media relations office you will 
need to contact them.
5. Keep your life as private as possible, this is something you 
can do proactively by keeping your social media accounts clean 
and professional, and try to keep a lower profile. 
6. Make sure your personal information, address, phone etc. 
stays private.
7. See point number 1.
 
Cops aren’t the only one on TV now… read more on page 6

A few words from  
the Vice President 
We are proud to have the Coconut Creek 
Lieutenants officially represented by the 
Broward County PBA.  Representative elec-
tions are under way and collective bargaining sessions have 
been scheduled.  Although all of the Lieutenants were already 
members, it’s a great windfall for them to now have collective 
bargaining power.  It will also give them peace of mind know-
ing that the PBA will be able to fight for them if disciplinary 
action is taken against them.  Congratulations guys.

Also, within the next couple of weeks collective bargaining will 
begin in the City of Margate.  Along with PBA Representative 
Andy Zettek, Mike Braverman and I will be negotiating with the 
city on a reopener that includes wages and insurance changes.

Don’t forget to remember the loved ones at home for Valen-
tine’s Day.  You dedicate so much of your time keeping the citi-
zens of this county safe and putting yourselves in harms way 
that you sometimes forget the ones that appreciate you the 
most.  Share the love on this day with family and the special 
ones in your life.

In January I attended several political events that were high-
lighted by a meeting with Congressman Ted Deutch.  The 
meeting was held in Boca Raton and included several officials 
from unions in this area.  Postal workers, teachers, and others 
were represented. We were able to express our concerns on 
what was happening to the FRS and local pensions at the hand 
of Governor Rick Scott.  I was also able to attend a kick off 
fundraiser for Coconut Creek Commissioner Lisa Arinson who 
is running for a County Commission spot.  PBA President Jeff 
Marano and I also attended a fundraiser for Broward County 
Mayor Barbara Sharief who is running for re-election.  Through 
politics we are letting your voices be heard at the highest 
levels.

As always stay safe and thank you for being the best law en-
forcement officers in the country!!
 
Rod Skirvin



Dog of the Month
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Wyatt, Partner to Broward County Deputy Sheriff Debra Wallace

Village of Sea Ranch 
Lakes Ratifies New 
Contract for 2013-2016
On January 16th the officers of Sea Ranch 
Lakes ratified their contract with a 5% 
increase in pay over the term of their 
contract, a one-time uniform allowance 
up to one thousand dollars (1000) for all 
full time Police Officers for approved protective equipment, 
an increase of five dollars towards their medical allowance 
stipend, probationary period was lowered from 18 months to 
12 months and other minor changes with which the member-
ship agreed with the City on.  Congratulations to the member-
ship and the City for recognizing the membership’s needs and 
working with the Village of Sea Ranch Lakes to come up with a 
meaningful contract for both sides.

Senior Vice-President
Debbie Reggio

4 creative ‘tricks’ to keep you 
safe on patrol
There are so many tricks of the trade to defuse street encoun-
ters and advance investigations — what are yours?

Let’s return to creative law enforcement in 2014. This is a skill 
that appears to have been lost — or at least misplaced.

Sometimes it is a simple conversation to solicit a response to 
defuse an explosive situation. Other times it can be used to 
help further an investigation.

The following are some ideas I either created or borrowed and 
now use in the officer survival classes I teach.

1.) The Contact Lens
 We’ve all been dispatched to domestic violence calls and 
found upon our arrival all parties are wild with anger. Add the 
uniformed police presence and tempers quickly rise. Well, I 
had to find a way to divert the mood. The best way I found — 
and it does work — was to raise my voice and ask all parties 
to drop to the floor and start searching for one of my contact 
lenses.

Almost immediately the combative family members are look-
ing together for the lens, which doesn’t actually exist. This also 
helps if an arrest needs to be done as the soon-to-be-cuffed 
individual is intensely involved in the search.

2.) The Ambulance Call
 There was once a time that I was dealing with a guy who ap-
peared to be able to bench-press a Buick. He was on the verge 
of going out of control and I knew a fight was just seconds 
away. I knew there had to be a better way to end this confron-
tation without having to get physical.

That’s when I remembered a scene from an old police movie. I 
took out my portable radio and “requested an ambulance for a 
horrible accident at our location.”

Then I hit the squelch button. I didn’t really make the call, but 
from where he was standing, it definitely appeared that I did. 
When he asked why the need for the ambulance, I advised him 
that it was being dispatched for him. At his size, the only way 
to stop him was a trip to the ER. He got my message.

Another time a most uncooperative individual was being ag-
gressive and combative. He refused to remove his hands from 
his pockets and kept wandering around. Finally I informed him 
that if he moved again, he would be spending Christmas in a 
wheelchair (it was early December). He got my message, and 
the remainder of the stop went a lot smoother.

3.) The Possession Clarification
 After I arrested an individual for possession of illegal narcot-
ics, in order to get a quick roadside confession, I explained that 
there was no mistake that he was in possession of the drugs 
and he would be able to help himself if he chooses.

I asked him if the drugs were for him or to resell. The amount 
was not really up to the trafficking amount. Again I emphasized 
 

(continues on page 6)
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that possession was not the issue, it was his, and his answer       
could be for his benefit in my report. He thought about it and 
stated it was for personal use. I got the confession and the 
conviction.

4.) No Sprechen Sie English
 I once stumbled into two guys who wanted to fight anyone 
— it just so happened I was the person they encountered. As 
they approached me, I knew that my backups were on the 
way, but for the next couple of minutes anything could and 
might happen.

They were yelling at me in English and I immediately told 
them — in perfect English — that I do not speak English.

They looked at each other. When they looked back at me 
they were staring at my drawn H&K full-size USP .45 caliber 
semi-auto duty weapon.

Sheepishly they placed themselves prone on the ground as I 
simply waited for my backups to arrive.

What About You?
There are so many tricks of the trade we can use during 
street encounters. It could be the perfect wording or the 
manner in which the message is delivered. This is all about 

surviving the shift. It is about dealing with combative and ag-
gressive individuals in a manner they understand and respond 
to.

It is about obtaining a successful conclusion to the encounter 
where no one gets hurt — and at the same time remain fully 
aware that the situation might turn deadly. You must be men-
tally prepared to do what you are trained to do if it becomes a 
“Not Today” moment.

The preceding article originally appeared on PoliceOne, the on-
line resource for Law Enforcement, and is reprinted by permis-
sion of the PoliceOne editorial team. Visit www.PoliceOne.com 
to access articles, information, and resources that help officers 
across the United States protect their communities and stay 
safe on the streets.

Reality TV part II
Gangs find a new home on the Internet 

In the world of youtube you can launch your own show about 
cooking, makeup tips, cats or in the case of many of our Na-
tion’s younger criminals, you can start a show about your 
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criminal gang. That’s exactly what is happening on our streets 
and our screens today. According to the Associated Press, 
gangs are increasing using social media, especially youtube to 
produce videos to outdo their competition and show how they 
are more dangerous than others. They also produce the videos 
to intimidate law abiding citizens. 

One such video from a gang in Chicago features members 
pointing their guns at the camera and even rap lyrics about 
how they are going to kill others. “Toe tag DOA. That’s for 
being in my way ... Killing til my heart swell ... Guaranteed 
there’s going to be all hell.”  Their audience can number in the 
thousands, and while many of the viewers are voyeurs, there 
are others who are influenced by this lifestyle. Even ordinary 
citizens are less likely to be informants to local police after see-
ing such displays. 

In the article, the AP quotes David Pyrooz, an assistant profes-
sor at Sam Houston State University, who has studied gangs 
and social media in five big cities, for saying… “What’s taking 
place online is what’s taking place in the streets,” and contin-
ued that “The Internet does more for a gang’s brand or a gang 
member’s identity than word-of-mouth could ever do. It really 
gives the gang a wide platform to promote their reputations. 
They can brag about women, drugs, fighting ... and instead of 
boasting to five gang members on a street corner, they can go 
online and it essentially goes viral. It’s like this electronic graf-
fiti wall that never gets deleted.”

The 15 minutes of fame offered on-line is actually a benefit 
to law enforcement. The videos offers proof of gun posses-
sion as well as money laundering and stolen items. It also 
showcases new language use, gang signs, and new words that 
are in use. In other words these videos are a university level 
education inside the gang world on display for police who have 
to understand the quickly changing lingo that gangs use. In 
fact understanding the language of gangs, along with digital 
evidence helped New York Police indict 63 gang members and 
used their social media history against them. Now members of 
a gang that had ties to gun trafficking and murders are in jail.  
So much for those 15 minutes of fame.

“These Facebook and Instagram postings are sometimes our 
most reliable evidence and they become our most reliable 
informants in identifying who’s in the gang,” said Manhattan 
District Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. “Gang members are Insta-
gramming pictures of themselves with guns and cash. They are 
communicating about where to meet before they do some-
thing related to gang activities. They brag about what they’ve 
done after the fact. We see that again and again and again in 
these cases.”

Closer to home in Daytona beach, 5 “youths” who claimed to 
be in a gang decided to videotape an assault on their cell-
phone, which was then posted to facebook. That evidence 
was used quickly against them. All of them pleaded guilty after 
being charged with aggravated criminal battery. While the tech 
savvy criminals think, or more likely don’t bother to think, that 
these videos won’t come back to haunt them, they are now 
providing some of the best evidence that police can get against 
them. Now when a gang member appears in court and claims 
his innocence, the video, audio and photos can be shown to 
judges and juries and they can  clearly see the extent of his or 
her moral character. 

It’s getting safer!
According to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Fund, it is getting safer to be a law enforcement officer. In fact 
fatalities have fallen to their lowest level in over sixty years. 

111 officers died while working in 2013 and that represents 
an eight percent decrease from 2012. You would have to go 
back to 1959 to find numbers that low. 33 officers were killed 
in firearms-related incidents, which is the fewest since 1887. 
When you consider how much our population has increased in 
that time span it becomes clear that fatalities are on a signifi-
cant decline.

Traffic accidents were actually the leading cause of fatalities 
in 2013, costing 46 officers their lives; however this is also a 
decrease since 2012. Other causes of officer fatalities include 
such things as heart attacks and other job related illnesses.

    

Click and Follow! 
We are on Facebook, Twitter,  

Google+, and LinkedIn. 
 

And Now Instagram Too! 
Simply type #bcpba to get your photo in our stream. 
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Dear Jeff

“I want to thank you and the other fine members of 
the Broward Police Benevolent Association for your 
support and endorsement of my bid for re-election.”
Very truly yours,   
Hon. Michael J. Orlando

Dear Lisa

“On behalf of the 2,400 members of the Broward 
County Police Benevolent Association, I am proud to 
inform you of our endorsement of your candidacy in the 
race for Broward County Commission, District 2.”
Sincerely,   
Rod Skirvin 
Vice President



 Page 8 - The Broward Centurion February 2014 - bcpba.org   Find Us On                                                                                                                                                                                                                              bcpba.org - The Broward Centurion February 2014 - Page 9

The 17th Annual
Florida Tour de Force Bicycle Ride
 April 7th, 2014 thru April 11th, 2014

The 2014 Tour de Force police charity bicycle ride is set to kick 
off April 7th in North Miami Beach and end in Daytona Beach 
Shores on April 11th. The Tour is a 5-day ride that averages 
approximately 50-55 miles 
each day at a moderate 
pace (15-17 mph) and will 
pass through 42 law en-
forcement jurisdictions.

The tour is a fully sup-
ported ride with police 
escorts provided by the 
Florida Highway Patrol, 
Sheriff’s Departments and 
local Law Enforcement 
Agencies throughout the 
state. This is an awareness 
ride, not a race! Breaks 
are scheduled approxi-
mately every 12-13 miles 
and the ride is designed to 
accommodate both inex-
perienced riders and seasoned cyclists. Last year over 800 law 
enforcement personnel from across the state participated with 
over 30 riders completing the entire 270-mile trek to Daytona 
Beach Shores.

The inaugural 1997 Tour was dedicated to Trooper Robert 
Smith who was killed in the line of duty by a drunk driver. 
The Tour has grown in size each year and we are proud to 
announce that as a non-profit charity organization, we have 
raised over $250,000.00 for families of fallen officers and law 
enforcement related organizations. A total of $36,000.00 was 
paid out to five families for the 2013 Tour.

This year’s tour will benefit the families of all fallen Florida Law 
Enforcement Officers that were lost in the line of duty dur-
ing 2013.  The citizens, media and various law enforcements 
throughout the state have supported the ride over the past 
fourteen years’ with great enthusiasm. If you are interested in 
riding in the tour, please register at floridatourdeforce.org 

Please direct all motor and traffic escort support to our traffic 
coordinator (motor escorts), Officer Rafael Florencio at Rafael.
Florencio@nmbpd.org
 

From The Editor
Welcome to our February issue. 

We are pleased to announce our arrival on Instagram… All you 
need to do to post to us is type in #bcpba after your photo. 
Please keep it job related. 

It’s with much pleasure that we can 
say – at least for now –  
policing seems to be getting safer.  
 
Overall crime rates have gone down 
year after year for over the past 20 
years. Of course we cannot afford to 
relax, and there are many more dan-
gers than before, but we are going in 
a positive direction. 

Log on to our website www.bcpba.
org to access our new facebook, 
google+, LinkedIn, Twitter, & Insta-
gram pages.

 
It’s PBA Scholarship Time
 
Do you need money for college? Are you a full or part-time 
student at an accredited two or four-year College or univer-
sity? Apply for the 2014 PBA Scholarship.

Applicants must be the son or daughter of a Broward PBA 
member. The parent must have at least two years of PBA 
membership and currently be a member in good standing. 

Applications can be downloaded from our website: bcpba.org/
scholarship. The deadline for the completed applications is 
Monday, April 15.

The question this year is: With the country in the last few years 
going through difficult times, how do you see your college edu-
cation helping improve this country?

Good luck!
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Member Marketplace 
Open to Active PBA Members
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