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The Broward Centurion is published by 
the Broward County Police Benevolent 
Association for the sole benefit of its 
members. The Broward Centurion is 
dedicated to the advancement of the law 
enforcement profession through better 
and stronger community relations. The 
opinions expressed in the publication 
of The Broward Centurion are not 
necessarily those of the Broward County 
PBA, its Executive Board or the Board of 
Directors.

Members or readers submitting letters to 
the editor or articles for publication are 
requested to adhere to the following:

Submissions should be sent to:

 Broward County PBA
 Attn: Centurion
 2650 West State Road 84
 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Letters or articles must be 
accompanied by the writer’s true 
name and address.

 All articles submitted for publication 
must be accompanied by a statement 
giving permission to publish.

 All submissions must be legible.

 The Broward County PBA reserves the 
right of the Executive Board or  
Editor to amend or to add an editor’s 
comment to any article or letter 
submitted.

 Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 Endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
 unless otherwise specified.

Jeff Marano

We at the PBA hope you all had a happy and healthy New Year and remain safe in 
2014. 

In December The PBA facilitated the drop off point for the annual toy drive run by 
BSO K-9 Officer Brian Donnelly. There was a huge contribution of toys and games by 
the members of the Sheriff’s Office. The drive was in the name of fallen Deputy Chris 
Schaub. Again, thanks to all of the PBA Members who participated.
 
We have become the new Collective bargaining agent for two additional groups 
recently. The Lauderhill Lieutenants who recently came on board, and the Coconut 
Creek Lieutenants who are organizing through PERC, which will create an additional 
unit in Coconut Creek.  

Last night the Hallandale Commission directed their City Manager to establish a pol-
icy in conjunction with the PBA for the implementation of Body Cameras. The PBA 
was there to object to the program, on the record however, the Chief and the City 
Attorney had already worked the Mayor and at least one commissioner to support 
the project. There is no benefit for a Deputy or Officer to wear one of these devices. 

Recently, public employee’s received some good news on the financial urgency law 
where the Fourth DCA sent a case before them to the Florida Supreme Court for 
clarification on a dissenting opinion. The PBA/FOP/IAFF have all tried cases in several 
district courts of appeal throughout Florida. There may also be some legislative 
changes addressing this BAD law. 

We will keep all posted on upcoming legislation and what challenges we face in the 
upcoming legislative session.
Stay safe.   
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 Click and Follow!  
We are now on Facebook, Twitter, Google+, and LinkedIn. 

Follow us to get updated in realtime!

Simply Log on to our website www.bcpba.org and  
click on the links in our newsfeed to get to our social media pages. 

 

President’s Letter



Executive Board

Board of Directors
BSO (Support)

Paul Weiss
BSO – At Large (LE)

Kevin Bolling 
Meghan Brooks 

Jim Harrison 
Bob Lahiff 

Vince Marlin 
Chris Palamara 

Ralph Romb 
Jerry Vosburgh
Chris Palamara 

BSO – District (LE)
Aimee Alexander 

Christopher Bradley 
Kelli Covet 

James Demato 
Armand Demosthenes 

Rich Engels 
Mike Hencken 

Dean Mirra 
Art Perry 

Robert Petoskey 
Ivan Roiz 

Eric Swenson 
BSO (Lts)
Jeff Morse

Broward County District 
School Board Police

Bobby Spence

Coconut Creek
Dan Eberly

Coconut Creek (Sgts)
Kirk Carlson

Hallandale Beach
Todd Crevier
Marc Dady

Mike McKenzie
Pietro Roccisano - Alt.

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark

Hollywood
Derik Alexander
Steven Bolger
Dan Bromley

Richard Losenbeck
Lauderhill

Greg Solowsky
Lighthouse Point

Chris Oh
Carmen Roldan

Margate (Spvrs)
Andy Zettek
Miramar

George Mankowski
Lonnie Nix

Thomas Tiberio
Lawrence Calicchio - Alt.

Osvaldo Gomez - Alt.
Adam Lerner - Alt.
Pembroke Pines

Dan Donato
Adam Feiner 
Chris Grant

Sea Ranch Lakes
Ron Stabile

Sunrise
Joel Schiller

Sunrise (Lts)
Bob Dorn

Wilton Manors
Nicholas Fiacco

Shawn Chadwick 
Legislative Coordinators

Chris Palamara
Immediate Past President

Pat Hanrahan
Past Presidents

Dick Brickman
Steve Bias

Welcome To Our New Members

Senior Vice President
Debbie Reggio

Vice President
Rodney Skirvin

Treasurer
Drew Brooks

Secretary
Lee Martin

President
Jeff Marano

Office Staff
Office Manager/Detail Coordinator

Kim

Receptionist
Maryann

Membership
Ann

Legal Assistant 
Irene

Communications Director
Leonard

General Counsel 
Julio

General Counsel
Julio Gonzalez, Jr.          

Active
Joseph Cabal ................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Gary Celetti ..................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Christopher Dale ............................................. Broward Sheriff Office
Joshua Gallardo .............................................. Broward Sheriff Office
John Goodbread ............................................. Broward Sheriff Office
Rodrick McHenry ............................................ Broward Sheriff Office
Jennifer Higgins .................................................Hallandale Beach PD
Andrew Mitchell ................................................... Wilton Manors PD

Retired
Scott Peever .................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
 

Notice:
Please be sure to update your address with the PBA if it changes. The 
PBA does not automatically receive address changes from the agencies 
so if you change it with your agency, you need to contact us as well. 

Our office hours are 8:30AM to 4:30PM
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Brooks NOT Freaked Out By Friday 
the 13th
By: Secretary Lee Martin

Although nobody wants to be faced with danger or placed in 
a position to make a decision to fire their weapon at a human 
being or anything else for that matter, the possibility is real. 
When that happens as a police officer, union representatives 
are needed to be called into action right away. Newly elected 
Broward Sheriff’s Office PBA Rep. Meghan Brooks was waiting 

for that moment in time where she could start to 
sharpen her skills as a representative. 

Bring on Friday December 13th, 2013! Little did 
she know that she would be confronted with a 
bomb carrying bank robbery suspect, a team of 
zone partners to protect, and a crowded shop-
ping center full of innocent bystanders. None of 
this was too much for such a talented individual. 
Five BSO Deputies were forced to open fire in 
order to detain the robbery suspect. That is when 
Meghan put on her union hat. She organized a 
team of union personnel to assist the five mem-
bers, brought them into a safe haven away from 
bystanders and media, gathered food and water 
for them, and advised the members of the pro-
cess. Soon after, BSO long time rep Sgt. Bob Lahiff 
responded to assist Brooks. Sgt. Lahiff is a comfort-
ing friend to have on such a scene and nowhere 
is there a better, more informative and more 
knowledgeable protector than him. I would like to 
personally thank Meghan and Sgt. Lahiff for their 
dedication to our members and to the Broward 
County Police Benevolent Association! 

As to the five members who were called to do a 
difficult task – you are brave men who were put 
in a very difficult situation where bad guys are 
surrounded by innocent bystanders. You accepted 
that challenge and performed like true heroes! To 
Meghan, Sgt. Lahiff and our Brave Members….Job 
Well Done! 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the extraor-
dinary outpour of support given by Sheriff Scott 
Israel, Col. Al Pollack, and Cpt. Kevin Granville. 
Their support to line personnel showed their com-
mitment to the deputies and their families!  



Dog of the Month
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Broward County Police Officer Kelli Covet  
and K-9 partner Macie II

Get ready for the 
“Smart” Patrol Car
By now most of us have smart 
phones, either of the Apple or An-
droid kind. Beyond mere commu-
nications devices, our phones are 
sophisticated computers. The majority 
of them have GPS ability, gyroscopes, 
compasses, and an array of sensors 
that not only track us, but the world 
around us. 

Some of us with newer model autos 
also have some of the same capabili-
ties in your dashboards.  Within a few 
years your Patrol Car will become 
“Smart” as well and revolutionize 
your job. In New York City, the testing 
of our future has already begun. 

The “Smart” Patrol Car of the New York Police Department is 
able to scan license plates, record and stream live video, de-
tect radiation and other potential deadly agents all while trans-
porting officers. It should still contain all the electronics you 
are used to, such as computers and radios and will be able to 
integrate all those operating systems together. The Wall Street 
Journal has recently reported that a limited amount of these 
patrol cars are being tested right now on the streets. As part 
of a New York Police Department program called NYPD2020, 
the department has been testing a prototype “smart car” for 
about a year now in Brooklyn Heights with the aim of testing 
the technologies that it might build into future cruisers. The 
Journal went on to report that that the NYPD is very interested 
in building more of these cars, however production will have 
to wait until incoming police Commissioner William Bratton 
decides how the program moves forward.

With the advanced technology on board, officers can instantly 
be notified of vehicles reported stolen or involved with crimes 
as their license plates are scanned with the use of infrared 
scanners and other tools. In fact, according to Popular Me-
chanics, those cameras are able to scan an incredible 1800 
license plates an hour. They will also record address and other 
pertinent sources of information, and all that data gets sent 
back in “real time” to a command center which will respond 
back to the officers and alert them to cars that have been 
involved with a crime or are stolen. In other words, instead 
of having officers look at just one suspicious car, every single 
license plate that is in the immediate vicinity of the patrol 
car will be scanned and identified. It’s going to be a lot more 
difficult for criminals to slip in “under the radar” in the future. 
Facial recognition, while not part of the equipment available 
on the current test cars, will soon be commonplace in “Smart” 
patrol cars. This means that people on the street can be identi-
fied as well, and known criminals can be apprehended that 
much sooner. There will also be sensors on board to pick up 
any traces of weapons of mass destruction such as nuclear or 
biological weapons.

While many of these technologies exist now, or are about to 
come to the security marketplace, the prototypes in NYC are 
the first to use all of them at once     (continues on page 7)   
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Be Glad You’re A Member
One of the many benefits PBA members enjoy is having legal 
assistance available to them 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, at NO extra cost. Yet, there are law enforcement of-
ficers who expose themselves every day without access to an 
attorney. 

We often hear officers say:  
 
Why should I be a member…

… I’m not going to get in any trouble, I don’t do any-
thing wrong.
Although no one intends to get in trouble, sometimes trouble 
finds you. There are several incidents that may occur in the 
line of duty that may expose an officer/deputy to discipline 
or criminal charges. It’s like car insurance; although no one 
intends to get involved in a car accident, the premiums pay 
off when the need arises. For instance, the PBA has repre-
sented numerous members who have been charged crimi-
nally for using the force necessary to affect an arrest – a vital 
part of your duties in law enforcement. Although they were 
acquitted, it was a high price to pay for doing their jobs. If 
they weren’t PBA members, how could they have financed a 
proper defense?

…I know an attorney.
Would you trust an eye doctor for a heart condition?  Your PBA 
attorneys are specially trained in labor law and have years of 
practical experience as well as lobbying the legislature every 
year to protect your rights, including passing the Law Enforce-
ment Bill of Rights and keeping it up-to-date. PBA attorneys 
deal with police labor issues on a daily basis. Your friend won’t 
have the training, experience and relationships PBA attorneys 
have with every police department. Furthermore, your PBA at-
torneys have years of unmatched experience dealing with the 
different agencies, whose practices differ widely. One misstep 
by a private attorney without labor experience could cost you 
your career. 

…I’m on probation.
Normally, probationary officers/deputies are not afforded simi-
lar rights under a collective bargaining agreement (CBA) as the 
non-probationary officers/deputies until they have completed 
probation. However, probationary officers/deputies are not 
immune to facing criminal or civil charges when involved in a 
duty-related shooting, use of force, accidents or other duty-re-
lated matters. Time and time again probationary officers/depu-
ties who aren’t members are involved in duty-related shootings 
and face the added stress of having to hire an attorney and 
paying out-of-pocket for representation. The cost of represent-
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(from page 5) and that is something that no other police 
agency has done yet. 

While there are privacy concerns to the “big data” generated 
by these patrol cars, much the same as the recent NSA scan-
dals, it’s clear that our future is a “smart” one. 

New Team Dillon 
Fundraiser for Su-
per Bowl XLVIII
Party and Fund-
raiser 
With Butch Rolle

Tickets are $30 Pre-Sale 
$35 at the door

Includes Mediterranean Buffet 
from 4-7 
1 Drink and Snacks

Featuring:
NFL Players
Live DJ
Drink Specials
Belly Dancers
Super Bowl Tailgate Menu

Sunday, February 2, 2014
Pre-Party Begins at 3pm
6pm game time!

Sirocco’s @ The Hard Rock,  
Hollywood, FL
5791 Seminole Way Hollywood, FL 33314
Tickets & Information (954) 865-5394

Veteran License
The State of Florida is honoring its veterans with a special V 
on their drivers’ licenses.  The “V” for Veterans designation on 
your license recently became law 
and Lt. Gov. Jennifer Carroll, who 
served in the Navy as an officer 
helped kick off the program. 

A new state law allows veterans 
with an honorable discharge 
to add a special designation to 
their driver’s licenses. A blue “V” 
is added in the lower right hand 
corner of a license.

By showing the new “V” designation, vet-
erans can prove their military service easily 
and take advantage of the thousands of spe-
cials a year that are offered to Florida Veterans. 
Apart from those specials, when veterans are dealing 
with other government and non-government orga-
nizations, they can simply show their license to prove 
their military service and no longer will they have to fill 
out a DD-214 form. This will save time for both them and the 

organizations they interact with.

Florida Lt. Gov. Carroll commented that... “This goes a long 
way in not only proving that you’re a veteran to receive your 
benefits that are rightly owed to you with the federal govern-
ment, but certainly for benefits that we provide at the state 
level.”

Getting the “V” added to your license is easy; just bring your 
DD-214 to any driver’s license facility or to the tax collector’s 
office. 

For more information, go to www.GatherGoGet.com. 

Christmas Toy Drive
PBA WORKS HAND AND HAND WITH BRIAN DONNALLY’S 
9463 A FOUNDATION FOR FLORIDA’S FALLEN OFFICERS 
AND THE AMERICAN POLICE HALL OF FAME IN ITS FIRST 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE

On December 14th, the PBA and its Board of Directors worked 
hard to obtain gifts which were given to Fallen Officers or 
Deputies families.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone who contributed 
toys or money to this cause.  
Also the Board of Directors who 
went out to pick up the toys 
and bring them here to the PBA.  
Sheriff Israel stopped by and was 
excited that everyone joined 
together to help families of the 
fallen officers and deputies. We 

find ourselves always helping the 
community on a daily basis and it 

was time to step up for our own Law 
Enforcement Families.  Once again a 

big THANK YOU to those who donated and 
helped get the many gifts to their destina-

tions. Wishing you all the very best in this New 
Year. 

Debbie Reggio, Senior Vice President
(Above Photo: Lee Martin, Jeff Marano, 

Sheriff Israel, Brian Donnelly and Rod Skirvin)
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Call out shooting for the month of 
December
On December 13th, we responded to a shooting at the Chase 
Bank, located at 300 W. Dania Beach Blvd.

Subject went into the bank with a possible explosive attached 
to his person.  Deputies responding to the scene shot the sub-
ject who lived.  No other injuries occurred. 

Debbie Reggio,
Senior Vice President

 

It’s PBA Scholarship Time
Deadline is April 15

Do you need money for college? Are you a full or part-time 
student at an accredited two or four-year college or university? 
Apply for the 2014 PBA Scholarship.

Applicants must be the son or daughter of a Broward PBA 
member. The parent must have at least two years of PBA 
membership and currently be a member in good standing. 

Applications can be downloaded from our website: bcpba.org/
scholarship. The deadline for completed applications is  
Monday, April 15.

Good luck!

From The Editor
Welcome to our January New Year issue. 

To all of our friends up North, we wish you the best ever snow 
days. We’ll think of you on the way to the beach. No, actually 
we won’t. For our readers who struggle thru our “winter”, we 
do want to hear from you about your new year’s resolutions, 
what they were, and if you following them. Good habits don’t 
have to start just once a year, they can start ANY DAY, including 
today! 

Do you have photos of you on the Job? We would love to see 
them. Please send them to lgoffe@bcpba.org

As always, log on to our website www.bcpba.org to access our 
new facebook, google+, LinkedIn, and Twitter pages. 
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Member Marketplace 
Open to Active PBA Members
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