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The Broward Centurion is published by 
the Broward County Police Benevolent 
Association for the sole benefit of its 
members. The Broward Centurion is 
dedicated to the advancement of the law 
enforcement profession through better 
and stronger community relations. The 
opinions expressed in the publication 
of The Broward Centurion are not 
necessarily those of the Broward County 
PBA, its Executive Board or the Board of 
Directors.

Members or readers submitting letters to 
the editor or articles for publication are 
requested to adhere to the following:

Submissions should be sent to:

 Broward County PBA
 Attn: Centurion
 2650 West State Road 84
 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Letters or articles must be accompanied by 
the writer’s true 
name and address.

 All articles submitted for publication must 
be accompanied by a statement giving 
permission to publish.

 All submissions must be legible.

 The Broward County PBA reserves the 
right of the Executive Board or  
Editor to amend or to add an editor’s 
comment to any article or letter 
submitted.

 Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 Endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
 unless otherwise specified.

Jeff Marano

Members,

The August 26th primary is rapidly  closing in on us as voters and very active par-
ticipants in the Political process. As you are well aware, the PBA endorsement is a 
very sought after and coveted accolade for a new candidate or individual seeking 
re-election. The executive board has spent numerous hours attending functions and 
screenings. Thanks to Chris Palamara and the staff at the PBA for coordinating those 
meetings. 

This weekend the Florida PBA meeting will take place in West Palm Beach at their 
PBA building. Candidates for cabinet level positions, both Democrats and Republi-
cans, will ascend on the board and seek the endorsement of the Florida PBA. Once 
those selections are finalized you can expect our palm cards for you and your family 
members asking for their vote on August 26th. The PBA will also be working the polls 
on election day.

Last month during Law Enforcement Memorial Week,  many agencies remembered 
and recognized fallen brothers and sisters who made the ultimate sacrifice while 
serving their community. Often times the public fails to acknowledge and may never 
know what it is like to face the danger and challenges facing today’s law enforce-
ment personnel. Hopefully those tea party positions have passed and the days 
have returned where your chosen profession is placed back in the priority status it 
deserves.
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Click and Follow!  
We are on Facebook, Twitter,  

Google+, and LinkedIn. 
 

And Now Instagram Too! 
Simply type #bcpba to get your photo in our stream. 

 

President’s Letter



Executive Board

Board of Directors
BSO – At Large (LE)

Kevin Bolling 
Meghan Brooks

Jim Harrison 
Bob Lahiff

Vince Marlin
Chris Palamara

Ralph Romb 
Jerry Vosburgh

 
BSO – District (LE)

Aimee Russo
Christopher Bradley

Kelli Covet
Armand Demosthenes

Barbara Dyer
Rich Engels

Mike Hencken
Dean Mirra

Art Perry
Robert Petoskey
John Randazzo
Eric Swenson 

  
BSO (Lts)
Jeff Morse

Broward County District 
School Board Police

Bobby Spence

Coconut Creek
Dan Eberly 

Joe Gallman
Coconut Creek (Sgts)

Fred Shelton
Coconut Creek (Lts)

 John Leonard
HALLANDALE

Pietro Roccisano 
Hallandale Beach

Todd Crevier
 Marc Dady

 Mike McKenzie
 

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark
Hollywood

Derik Alexander
 Steven Bolger
 Dan Bromley

 Richard Losenbeck
Lauderhill

Greg Solowsky
Lighthouse Point

Chris Oh
Carmen Roldan

Margate (Spvrs)
Andy Zettek
Miramar

Adam Lerner
Lawrence Calicchio

Osvaldo Gomez
 Lawrence Calicchio - Alt.

 Osvaldo Gomez - Alt.
 Adam Lerner - Alt.
Pembroke Pines

Dan Donato
 Adam Feiner 
Chris Grant

Sea Ranch Lakes
Ron Stabile

Sunrise
Joel Schiller

Sunrise (Lts)
Craig Cardinale

Wilton Manors
Nicholas Fiacco

Shawn Chadwick 
Legislative Coordinators

Chris Palamara
Immediate Past President

Pat Hanrahan
Past Presidents

Dick Brickman
Steve Bias

Welcome To Our New Members

Senior Vice President
Debbie Reggio

Vice President
Rodney Skirvin

Treasurer
Drew Brooks

Secretary
Lee Martin

President
Jeff Marano

Office Staff
Office Manager/Detail Coordinator

Kim

Receptionist
Maryann

Membership
Ann

Legal Assistant 
Irene

Communications Director
Leonard

General Counsel 
Julio

General Counsel
Julio Gonzalez, Jr.          

Active
Charles Fils-Aime ............................................ Broward Sheriff Office
Carlos Brandad ............................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Craig DeGuiceis ............................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Marc Kiar ........................................................ Broward Sheriff Office
Autumn Prichard-Krick ................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Ricky Libman................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Jeffrey Liotta ................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Brandon McCord ............................................ Broward Sheriff Office
Michael Rupp ................................................. Broward Sheriff Office
Robert Ferguson     ............................................... Wilton Manors PD

Retired
Steve Cady ...................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
John Hasko ..................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Lisa Suchomel ................................................. Broward Sheriff Office
Mark Suchomel .............................................. Broward Sheriff Office

Notice:
Please be sure to update your address with the PBA if it changes. The 
PBA does not automatically receive address changes from the agencies 
so if you change it with your agency, you need to contact us as well. 

Our office hours are 8:30AM to 4:30PM
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New Graduate:
Our office manager, Kim 
Hudson Finley, recently 
earned her BA (with honors) 
in Business Administration 
Management from the Flori-
da Institute of Technology. 

We’re all very proud of Kim, 
so we asked her to share 
her accomplishment with 
us, and answer some inspir-
ing questions for students 
who choose to return to the 
school environment.

What inspired you to go 
back to school?
I started college when I was 
younger, but I never finished. I always told myself “one day I’ll 
get my degree.” As I got older, I realized that “one day” needed 
to be now; completing it became more of a priority.

What advice do you have for “older/working” students?
When you are older, school is a choice. You appreciate the 
learning process more, and you realize your grades are more 
important than just passing a class. My GPA was a big deal to 
me. Graduating Cum Laude was the icing on the cake. 

What were some of the challenges you faced?
Work/school balance. I was taking on new responsibilities at 
the PBA in addition to a full course load. I also found that as an 
older student, I had to apply myself more than when I was 18 
because retaining information and concentration was not as 
easy as it once was.

How long did the process take?
I was able to transfer credits from classes I had taken previ-
ously, so that was helpful. I started in August 2011, and my last 
day of class was April 27, 2014, so a little over two and a half 
years as a full time student.

How did you choose your major?
After working at the PBA for 16 years and being a part time 
manager in a few retail stores, I thought that Business Admin-
istration Management would complement the experience that 
I already had.

What’s next?
I don’t know yet. I’m taking some time to catch my breath and 
just enjoy my accomplishment. 

Officer Involved Shooting
 
On Friday May 6th, we had a shooting at approximately 12:20 
A.M., in the City of Lauderhill which stemmed from a robbery 
in North Lauderdale.  The deputy is ok, Secretary Martin was 
called and Attorney Schwartzreich responded to the scene.  

Baby Announcement
 
Congratulations to Sergeant Darren 
Karp from Coconut Creek on the birth 
of his son Kaden Cullen-Karp, born on 
12/30/2013. 

He joins his siblings T.J., Lawson, 
Riley, Alexandria, and Kylie.

New Graduate – Page 4 

Scholarship Winners – Page 6

Letters and Thanks – Page 8 

Win this Watch 
and help
The PBA Hope 
Fund grow!  

 – Details and 
how you can
participate on  
page 6



Dog of the Month
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Coconut Creek K-9 Officer R. Favat with 
Max, a Czech Shepard

Don’t let 
your voting 
rights get 
locked out
 
You may have no-
ticed that we have 
recently endorsed 
quite a few can-
didates for local 
offices. You can vote 

for these candidates if you wish, but, if you are not affiliated 
with the proper party, you will not be allowed to vote in the 
primaries.

Many of our endorsed candidates are running in the primaries 
before they can run in the general election. In order to vote for 
them you MUST register with that particular party. Florida is a 
“closed primary state.” If you wish to be eligible to vote in ei-
ther the Democratic or Republican primary elections in Florida, 
you must be registered with that political party at least 29 days 
in advance of the election.

It’s very easy to choose a party and you can do that by going 
online to http://www.browardsoe.org and selecting “register,” 
or by stopping by The Supervisor of Elections Main office: 115 
S. Andrews Avenue, Room 102. Fort Lauderdale, FL, 33301, or 
you can even call them at 954-357-7050.
 
 

Party like its 1983
Secure Your Retirement!

Remember 1983? It was just an ordinary year for most of us, if 
we were even born then, but for one member it only seemed 
to be an ordinary year. It just so happened that MANY years 
later, after he was retired, he was charged in a case that 
questioned his performance of duty. It seems even after the 
uniform is hung up for the last time, an officer (or deputy) 
could still be charged even long after he/she is re-
tired. 

This is just one reason why the PBA welcomes retired 
members. As a retired member of the PBA you will 
be an important part of the PBA throughout Broward 
County. This relationship between yourself and the 
PBA cannot be more important than now. We need 
members like you to stay involved and active with 
the PBA and its ongoing efforts to make Broward 
County the best place to work in Law enforcement.

The Broward County Police Benevolent Association is making 
available to those members who retire from law enforcement 
or who have been members of the PBA to join together to 
become a member of the retired officers of the BCPBA. 

It is important to both the Broward County PBA and the mem-
ber to “stay in touch” with the law enforcement community. 
By joining as a retired member of the PBA, you will be well 
informed of what is happening in the law enforcement com-
munity.
 

You will also be entitled to several other services that the PBA 
provides to their active law enforcement members, also as 
a retired member you will be available to receive the same 

discounts afforded to our regular PBA members. 
Benefits include: 

1. Counseling and legal assistance on any retirement 
problem.
 
2. Counseling and legal assistance on any social secu-
rity problem.
 
3. You will be considered a continuing member if you 
are a part of any litigation while you were a full time 
officer.

 
4. You will be entitled to receive our Centurion Newsletter, 
keeping you informed of what is going on in the law enforce-
ment community.
 
5. You will be entitled to all discounts that our regular mem-
bers receive.

This is all available for only $50 per year. It is insurance and as-
surance you can’t afford not to have.
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Get the BLING that gives back!
Get a Rolex and help grow The Hope Fund!

The Bright Buy is a new kind of auction website 
where you bid on high priced items for a 

chance to win them for a huge discount. 
Not only that, but half the money raised 

goes to charity and this August 6th it’s 
going to the Broward PBA Hope Fund. 

The item that’s being auctioned off 
is a New Rolex Submariner, just like 

the one in the picture. Instead of 
paying retail, which is $13,400, you 
have the chance to win it for much 

less. It’s expected to be won for under 
$3,000.

To try to get this Rolex for a huge dis-
count and support Broward County PBA 

Hope Fund, visit www.thebrightbuy.com/
bcpba and join with the code BCPBA. After 
you’ve joined, you R.S.V.P. to the auction by 

buying 20 bids (for $10). You’ll use these bids to 
try and win the Rolex. The auction starts on Au-

gust 6th at 7p.m. and goes for 24 hours. The person with the 
highest bid at the end of the auction will get the Rolex for 
the discounted price. After the auction is done, 50% of the 
profits from it will be given to the Broward PBA Hope Fund.

Scholarship Winners
 
THE TOP 5 WINNERS OF THE 2014 BROWARD COUNTY 
POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIPS ARE:

First Place-Troy Bottom ................................ $1,200.00 dollars
Second Place-Hannah Hollinger ...................... $600.00 dollars
Third Place-Shannon Wilson  ........................... $500.00 dollars
Fourth Place-Matthew Nettina ........................ $500.00 dollars
Fifth Place-Pierce Vaccaro ............................... $500.00 dollars

All thirty-three applicants received some monetary acknowl-
edgement.

A big thanks to Matt Oppedisano from the Legends Group 
for his continued support in providing the First Place winner 
award, along with the Richard Appelfeld endowment contri-
bution made to the Hope Fund for the second place winner 
award.

I would also like to thank this year’s Scholarship Committee:  
Christine Hudson, T.C. Middleton and Ann Saunders for tak-
ing the time to read all essays that were submitted.

I would like to thank all applicants for submitting their es-
says.  The new essay question for the “2015” scholarship 
awards will be posted on our website after January 15th, 
2015. Congratulations to everyone and I am looking forward 
to seeing the applications next year.

Debbie Reggio
Senior Vice President

Jeff Marano, Drew Brooks, Debbie Reggio, Mrs. Mc Bride  
and Officer Mc Bride (HWPD) acepting the award for their son  

Troy Bottom, Lee Martin behind the Mc Bride’s,  
Matt Oppedisano and Rod Skirvin.

Jeff Marano, Drew Brooks, Debbie Reggio, Lee Martin, Matthew 
Nettina (winner), Officer Nettina (HWPD) and Rod Skirvin.

Jeff Marano, Drew Brooks, Debbie Reggio, Pierce Vaccaro (winner), 
Mrs. Vaccaro, Sgt. Vaccaro (BSO), Rod Skirvin and in the back row, 

Lee Martin.



 Page 6 - The Broward Centurion July 2014 - bcpba.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               bcpba.org - The Broward Centurion July 2014 - Page 7



 Page 8 - The Broward Centurion July 2014 - bcpba.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                bcpba.org - The Broward Centurion July 2014 - Page 9

Letters and Thanks
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Click and Follow! 
We are on Facebook, Twitter,  

Google+, and LinkedIn. 
 

And Now Instagram Too! 
Simply type #bcpba to get your photo in our stream. 

Reading this? 

You’ve just proved our backpage 
advertising works!

Get your business featured here today!

Contact us to learn more! 



Member Marketplace 
Open to Active PBA Members

 Page 10 - The Broward Centurion July 2014 - bcpba.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            bcpba.org - The Broward Centurion July 2014 - Page 11



Broward County 
Police Benevolent Association

2650 West State Road 84
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312

©2014 Broward County PBA

NONPROFIT ORG.
U S POSTAGE 

PAID
    WEST PALM BEACH, FL

PERMIT NO. 1946


