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The Broward Centurion is published by 
the Broward County Police Benevolent 
Association for the sole benefit of its 
members. The Broward Centurion is 
dedicated to the advancement of the law 
enforcement profession through better 
and stronger community relations. The 
opinions expressed in the publication 
of The Broward Centurion are not 
necessarily those of the Broward County 
PBA, its Executive Board or the Board of 
Directors.

Members or readers submitting letters to 
the editor or articles for publication are 
requested to adhere to the following:

Submissions should be sent to:

 Broward County PBA
 Attn: Centurion
 2650 West State Road 84
 Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Letters or articles must be accompanied by 
the writer’s true 
name and address.

 All articles submitted for publication must 
be accompanied by a statement giving 
permission to publish.

 All submissions must be legible.

 The Broward County PBA reserves the 
right of the Executive Board or  
Editor to amend or to add an editor’s 
comment to any article or letter 
submitted.

 Advertisement in this 
 publication does not imply 
 Endorsement by the 
 Broward County PBA 
 unless otherwise specified.

Jeff Marano

Members,

Last week the defeat of the pension reform bill for both FRS and the municipal plans 
is a clear example of legislators working across the isles for the common good of 
public employees! 

Often times in state and federal levels elected members take their issues to the 
extreme, both the right and the left. We should all be thankful 22 of the 40 member 
Florida Senate recognized the importance of a competitive retirement plan for the 
men and women who wear the badge. 

We must also recognize the Florida PBA staffs that have been fighting this initiative 
against the legislative leadership for over 4 years. The PBA staffs attend committee 
meetings and provide tangible evidence for our legislative friends to argue. 

David Murrell has turned over the executive director role to Matt Puckett who works 
tirelessly for all the PBA members statewide and this year prevailed in obtaining a 
5% raise for FHP, FDLE, and other state law enforcement members. 

My humble and most respected accolades to President John Rivera, Vice President 
Dick Brickman, and Treasurer Ernie George for the 20 years of steering the Florida 
PBA in the right direction and creating an atmosphere in the Florida Legislature of 
both cooperation and influence to protect the protectors and fight off the evil em-
pires.

Locally your executive board continues to interact with candidates as the August 26 
primary approaches. Remember, this is a closed primary and only voters who are 
registered democrats or republicans can vote for candidates affiliated with their 
party. In other words you cannot vote against people like Beam Furr on August 26, 
unless you are a registered democrat. The last day to change your party affiliation in 
order to vote in the primary is July 28, 2014, 29 days before the election.

I am voting for Joe Gibbons in that race!
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Click and Follow!  
We are on Facebook, Twitter,  

Google+, and LinkedIn. 
 

And Now Instagram Too! 
Simply type #bcpba to get your photo in our stream. 

 

President’s Letter



Executive Board

Board of Directors
BSO (Support)

Paul Weiss
BSO – At Large (LE)

Kevin Bolling 
 Meghan Brooks 

 Jim Harrison 
 Bob Lahiff 

 Vince Marlin 
 Chris Palamara 

 Ralph Romb 
 Jerry Vosburgh 

BSO – District (LE)
Aimee Russo  

 Christopher Bradley 
 Kelli Covet  

Armand Demosthenes 
 Rich Engels 

 Mike Hencken 
 Dean Mirra 

 Art Perry 
 Robert Petoskey 
 John Randazzo 

 Ivan Roiz 
 Eric Swenson  

BSO (Lts)
Jeff Morse

Broward County District 
School Board Police

Bobby Spence

Coconut Creek
Dan Eberly 

Joe Gallman
Coconut Creek (Sgts)

Fred Shelton
Coconut Creek (Lts)

 John Leonard
Hallandale Beach

Todd Crevier
 Marc Dady

 Mike McKenzie
 Pietro Roccisano - Alt.

Hillsboro Beach
David Clark

 

Hollywood
Derik Alexander
 Steven Bolger
 Dan Bromley

 Richard Losenbeck
Lauderhill

Greg Solowsky
Lighthouse Point

Chris Oh
Carmen Roldan

Margate (Spvrs)
Andy Zettek
Miramar

George Mankowski
 Lonnie Nix

 Thomas Tiberio
 Lawrence Calicchio - Alt.

 Osvaldo Gomez - Alt.
 Adam Lerner - Alt.
Pembroke Pines

Dan Donato
 Adam Feiner 
Chris Grant

Sea Ranch Lakes
Ron Stabile

Sunrise
Joel Schiller

Sunrise (Lts)
Bob Dorn

Wilton Manors
Nicholas Fiacco

Shawn Chadwick 
Legislative Coordinators

Chris Palamara
Immediate Past President

Pat Hanrahan
Past Presidents

Dick Brickman
Steve Bias

Welcome To Our New Members

Senior Vice President
Debbie Reggio

Vice President
Rodney Skirvin

Treasurer
Drew Brooks

Secretary
Lee Martin

President
Jeff Marano

Office Staff
Office Manager/Detail Coordinator

Kim

Receptionist
Maryann

Membership
Ann

Legal Assistant 
Irene

Communications Director
Leonard

General Counsel 
Julio

General Counsel
Julio Gonzalez, Jr.          

Active
Marcus Hall ..................................................... Broward Sheriff Office
Sean Williams ................................................. Broward Sheriff Office
Thomas Eisenring ..................................................Coconut Creek PD
Lorenzo Smith ........................................................Coconut Creek PD
Lamart Barrett ............................................................. Hollywood PD
Rolando Cabezas ......................................................... Hollywood PD
David Cajuso ................................................................ Hollywood PD
Paul Cikra ..................................................................... Hollywood PD
Mitchell DelCastillo ...................................................... Hollywood PD
Christian Lata ............................................................... Hollywood PD
Lucy Martinez .............................................................. Hollywood PD
Robin Mendez ............................................................. Hollywood PD
Kenyon Powell ............................................................. Hollywood PD
Steven Regentz ............................................................ Hollywood PD
Jerome Bowerbank ......................................................... Miramar PD
Pedro Interian ................................................................. Miramar PD
Ryan Lyttle ...................................................................... Miramar PD
Kristina Luna ................................................................... Miramar PD
Kinshun Mui ................................................................... Miramar PD
Victor Fernandez .................................................Pembroke Pines PD

Retired
Britney Combs .....................................................Pembroke Pines PD
Michael Johnson ..................................................Pembroke Pines PD
David Thompson ..................................................Pembroke Pines PD

Notice:
Please be sure to update your address with the PBA if it changes. The 
PBA does not automatically receive address changes from the agencies 
so if you change it with your agency, you need to contact us as well. 

Our office hours are 8:30AM to 4:30PM
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Legislature Updates
 
Our state leaders have had a very busy session this season 
with mostly good news for officers and all public employees. 
The bill to force ‘private’ pensions failed so all new public state 
workers, teachers and county workers, can still join the state 
pension system! 

The Legislature completed the budget, and in that budget the 
following issues have been addressed:

1) 5% across the board pay raise for all state law enforcement 
officers, FHP and FDLE Special Agents. The raise will go into 
effect on June 30, 2014. 
2) No increases to employees’ health insurance premiums.
3) No increases to employee’s contribution for the FRS (re-
mains at 3%).
4) No changes to the current use of accrued special compensa-
tory leave.  

In addition to working on employee fiscal concerns, our lead-
ers approved in-state tuition for “undocumented immigrants,” 
legalized a strain of marijuana for limited medical use and 
expanded corporate tax credits that allow poor children to go 
to private schools.
 

Pot prohibition is ending!
 
To have a medical marijuana bill passed in a politically conser-
vative state such as Florida should indicate that at some point 
down the road, marijuana will be legally available, perhaps 
even gaining a full legalization status in the same manner as 
alcohol and patterned after Colorado. 

While it’s not the place of this editor or this 
publication to advocate a position on one 
side or the other, it is reasonable to specu-
late on what is most likely to happen, based 
upon current events all over the nation.
Nearly nine out of ten Floridians support 
legalizing the use of cannabis for medicinal 
purposes, and a majority support allowing 
adults to possess the plant for any purpose, 
according to the most recent results of a 
Quinnipiac University poll. 

“If Vegas were giving odds on medical marijuana becoming 
legal in Florida, the bookies would be betting heavily,” said 
Peter A. Brown, assistant director of the Quinnipiac University 
poll.  “With almost nine in 10 voters favoring legalization for 
medical purposes, and bills allowing such use advancing in the 
State Legislature, the odds seem pretty good Florida may join 
the states which already have done so.” 

Fifty-three percent of voters support “allowing adults in Florida 
to legally possess small amounts of marijuana for personal 
use,” while only forty-two percent of respondents opposed the 
idea. 

But all is not rosy…

In Colorado, where cannabis is now legal, the results have not 
been as pretty as imagined. Contrary to what was thought 
might happen, there is still a booming illegal trade. This means 
the violence and the criminal nature of that ‘business’ is still 
continuing, at least for now. This may be in part due to a rather 
limited supply and high prices for the legal variety and only 
time will tell. But in the meantime the streets that were sup-
posed to be cleaned of drug dealers are still in business. 

When (or if) marijuana legalization occurs here in Florida, we 
can still expect that street sales of illicit drugs will continue to 
thrive, along with the victimization of the neighborhoods held 
hostage by that trade. Even if we had full cannabis legalization, 
it is doubtful that the sale of other narcotics would end. 

With the Florida legislation only covering ‘medical’ use, a very 
ambiguous term, “casual” users will most likely still be pur-
chasing their cannabis on the black market. Medical marijuana 
will not end the drug war. It will however give law enforcement 
a more confusing legal minefield to walk through.

Legislative Updates – Page 4 

Pot Prohibition Ending – Page 5

Words from our VP – Page 5 



Dog of the Month

 Page 4 - The Broward Centurion June 2014 - bcpba.org                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 bcpba.org - The Broward Centurion June 2014 - Page 

The first organized police dog program was 
established in Gent, Belgium, in 1899.

Danger on the roads will continue despite legalization

Legal or not, cannabis use still represents a major danger on 
our roads and highways. People who die or are injured as the 
result of driving under the influence of drugs (DUID) may be 
greatly underreported according to Richard J. Ashton Chief of 
Police (Retired), Frederick, Maryland. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA), only 63 percent of the 22 thousand drivers killed 
in U.S. traffic crashes in 2009 were tested for “drug involve-
ment,” which neither implies impairment nor indicates crash 
cause. Almost 20% of those fatalities tested positive for drugs. 
And in Colorado, which recently legalized marijuana those 
statistics have gone up.

Cleary there is going to be a need for more DUID specialized 
training, such as the 16-hour Advanced Roadside Impaired 
Driving Enforcement (ARIDE) program, and perhaps more 
training of law enforcement personnel as phlebotomists, as 
well as public campaigns that emphasize the danger of im-
paired driving. Until google begins to produce our self-driving 
cars, drinking and drug use will continue to be a leading cause 
of accidents with deaths and injuries.

Corrections
In last month’s issue, West Park Commisioner Brian Johnson 
was incorrectly identified as being from Park City. 

A few words from 
the Vice President
I would like to start this issue by saying, I 
hope that all of our members who are moth-
ers had a great Mother’s Day!  You not only 
keep our communities safe, you raise our 
children with love and tenderness that only 
mothers can provide and we are very grateful.

On another note, there was a lot of publicity in regards to the 
Scott Rothstein case this month.  With two deputies being 
indicted in federal court, it should be a reminder to all of us to 
keep a constant vigil on the decisions we are forced to make 
every day.  And always know, the PBA will stand by your side if 
you are doing the right things for the right reasons.

This month was another busy month politically.  We have met 
with members of the County Commission, several judges, 
County School Board Members, as well as politicians running 
for House of Representative seats.  We will always try to sup-
port candidates that support your needs and are friends to law 
enforcement.  Please keep that in mind when we put out our 
“palm cards” with all of the PBA candidates on them.

I recently spoke to two individuals that had decided to with-
draw from the PBA several years ago.  I asked, what could we 
have done better?  One of them said he was in the DROP and 
didn’t really have a reason why he wasn’t a member.  I found 
that to be ironic since it was the PBA that was able to get the 
DROP into the FRS.  The other said that he didn’t like the way 
one of his friend’s legal cases was handled several years ago.    
I also found that a bit strange since that persons friend is still a 
PBA member.  

To all of you I just want to say that we have made several 
changes to our legal department in the last two years and we 
are making changes every day to try to improve our customer 
service.  Let us know how we can improve our services to you 
and we will try to implement the changes.  But most of all, 
we are concerned that you are legally covered when a critical 
incident happens, and that your voices are heard during the 
legislative sessions.  Without you and your support this union 
would be like all the others;  No influence, no respect, and no 
power.  You make this the most powerful union in the state 
and we are proud of our membership!

Rodney Skirvin, Vice President
 

Congratulations!
Dawn Chambers, (wife of BSO 
Deputy Ramiro Chambers) 
gave birth to their second son, 
Brodey Tier Chambers. Brodey 
was born on 3/26/2014 at 
10:05 hours, weighing 10 lbs 
12 ounces and 22 inches long. 
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2014 Scholarships Applicants
The following list is applicants who submitted essay’s for the 
2014 Scholarships.  

Troy Bottom Christina Bukata                                                                
Jacqueline Bukata Kayla Copley                                                                      
Serena Diaco Colin Douglass                                                                   
Tori Fernandez Rachael Garcia                                                                   
Joshua Golt Alexandra Holewinski                                                      
Hannah Hollinger Hunter Iosia                                                                      
Kylene Madrigal Leslie Medina                                                                   
Danica McCabe Jessica Mellott                                                                 
Ryan Meyer Kevin Mora
Kaitlin Mulligan Tyler Murley
Matthew Nettina Jessi Rowe
Carlos Salazar Kayleigh Shelton
Samuel Shelton Michael Stabile
Pierce Vaccaro Elizabeth Volpe
Shannon Wilson Alison Yurchuck
Ericka Zamora Moises Zamora

The essays will be read by our Scholarship Committee and 
ranked. The applicants will be notified by the end of May or 
the first of June.  Good Luck to everyone.

Debbie Reggio,
Senior Vice President

News from Secretary Martin
 
“Russo Reppin!”

At the PBA we are constantly dealing with issues that affect 
current working conditions, retirement conditions, and political 
decisions. We are always happy to hear the needs of our mem-
bers and look forward to working to better serve everyone. Our 
elected and appointed reps are there to assist you with your 
needs. 

PBA Rep Sgt. Aimee Russo brought an issue to the forefront 
that affected the retirement benefits of a longtime member. 
That member was retiring and was advised that he would only 
get a portion of his medical benefit because of a break in ser-
vice. Sgt. Russo, being an active and awesome rep, looked into 
the policy and bargaining agreement and brought forth all the 
relevant information that made for an outstanding argument. 
PBA Attorney Julio Gonzalez contacted BSO legal and quickly 
got a ruling on that members behalf. 

Our executive board would like to thank Sgt. Russo for her dili-
gence in representing our members and the PBA in outstanding 
fashion! 

You truly are Reppin!

Lee Martin, 
Secretary BCPBA
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Letters and Thanks
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Letters and Thanks
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Click and Follow! 
We are on Facebook, Twitter,  

Google+, and LinkedIn. 
 

And Now Instagram Too! 
Simply type #bcpba to get your photo in our stream. 

Reading this? 

You’ve just proved our backpage 
advertising works!

Get your business featured here today!

Contact us to learn more! 



Member Marketplace 
Open to Active PBA Members
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